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Executive Summary 
This publication contains detailed statistics on persons registered with Councils with Adult 
Social Services Responsibilities (CASSRs) in England as being blind or partially sighted.  
The data are compiled from the triennial SSDA 902 return submitted by councils to the NHS 
Information Centre for health and social care.  
 
The register of blind people is voluntary; however it is a precondition for the receipt of certain 
financial benefits.  This is a factor that gives more credibility to the register for blind than to 
the register of the partially sighted.  Registration is not a pre-requisite for certain social 
services concessions and this factor alongside the uncertainties about the regularity with 
which councils review and update their records, means that the reliability of this information 
is difficult to determine and so cannot be thought of as a definitive number of blind and 
partially sighted people.  
 
Registrations 
o At 31 March 2011, 147,800 people were on the register of blind people, a decrease of 

5,200 (3%) from March 2008.  There were 9,100 new registrations to the register of blind 
people, a fall of 11 per cent compared to 2008.   

o At 31 March 2011, 151,000 people were on the register of partially sighted people, a 
decrease of 5,300 (3%) from March 2008.  There were 11,800 new registrations to the 
register of partially sighted people, a fall of 10 per cent compared to 2008. 

 
Differences between the age groups  
o At 31 March 2011 the percentage of people aged 75 and over in the partially sighted 

group was 66 per cent, compared to 64 per cent for the blind group.  The overall age 
distribution of the partially sighted register is similar to that of the blind registrations.       

o The number of blind people on the register has decreased in all age groups compared to 
31 March 2008 apart from the 50-64 age group which has risen slightly by 460 (3%) from 
2008.   

o The number of people registered as partially sighted has decreased in all age groups 
apart from those aged 18-49 which has increased by 575 (3%) and those aged 50-64 
which has increased by 430 (3%). 

 
Registrations of people with an additional disability  
o 49,300 (33%) of those registered blind and 50,400 (33%) of those registered partially 

sighted were also recorded with an additional disability.   
o The most common additional disability was a physical disability, which accounted for 66 

per cent and 68 per cent of blind and partially sighted registrations with additional 
disabilities respectively.  The next most common additional disability was related to 
hearing which accounted for 22 per cent for both blind and partially sighted registrations. 
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1.  Introduction 
This publication contains detailed statistics on persons registered with Councils with Adult 
Social Services Responsibilities (CASSRs) in England as being blind or partially sighted. The 
data are compiled from the triennial SSDA 902 return submitted by councils to the NHS 
Information Centre for health and social care.  
The CASSR tables in this publication contain information relating to the year ended 31 March 
2011.  Summary historical information for England is included in the tables which follow this 
introduction. 
 
• Chapter 2 looks at the number of registrations and new registrations for the blind and 

partially sighted people; it details the numbers and compares the two groups. 
 

• Chapter 3 details the information regarding the people registered with a visual disability 
that have another disability known to social services and compares the distribution 
between the two groups. 
 

• Appendix 1 provides editorial notes on the data source and information on the data 
quality and definitions. 
 

• Appendix 2 details some examples from users that have used the information within this 
report and provides you with the contact details to enable other users to provide 
feedback. 
 

• Appendix 3 introduces the related publications which may be of interest and provides 
contact details and web links. 

 
• Appendix 4 shows a blank copy of the SSDA 902 form used by the Council to collect the 

information for this report.  
 

• Appendix 5 contains the detailed Council tables, based on the SSDA 902 return collected 
in 2011. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

2.  Registration 
Introduction 
 
This chapter looks at the numbers of people on the registers for blind and partially sighted 
people.  The register is voluntary; however it is a precondition for the receipt of certain 
financial benefits.  This is a factor that gives more credibility to the register for blind than to 
the register of the partially sighted.  Registration is not a pre-requisite for certain social 
services concessions and this factor alongside the uncertainties about the regularity with 
which councils review and update their records, means that the reliability of this information 
is difficult to determine and so cannot be thought of as a definitive number of blind and 
partially sighted people.  
 
Registrations 
 
Figure 1 shows that at 31 March 2011, 147,800 people were on the register of blind people, 
a decrease of 5,200 (3%) from March 2008.   
 
It also shows that 151,000 people were on the register of partially sighted people, a decrease 
of 5,300 (3%) from March 2008.  The number of people registered as partially sighted is 
slightly more than the number of people registered as blind.   
 
Figure 1:  Number of people registered as blind or partially sighted as at 31 March, 

England 2000 - 2011 
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1. The collection in 2008 was brought forward 1 year due to concerns over the decrease in the number of new registrations 

seen in 2006. 
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Figure 2 shows there were 9,100 new registrations to the register of blind people, a fall of 11 
per cent compared to 2008.   
 
It also shows there were 11,800 new registrations to the register of partially sighted people, a 
fall of 10 per cent compared to 2008. 
 
Figure 2:  Number of new registrations in the year ending 31 March, England 2000 - 

2011 

13 13

11

9

17
17

14
13

12

10

0

4

8

12

16

20

2000 2003 2006 2008¹ 2011

(T
ho

us
an

ds
)

YEAR

N
um

be
r o

f r
eg

is
tr

at
io

ns

Blind Partially Sighted
 

Source SSDA 902 
 
1. The collection in 2008 was brought forward 1 year due to concerns over the decrease in the number of new registrations 

seen in 2006. 
 

 
Age distribution  
 
Table 1 shows that the number of blind people on the register has decreased in all age groups 
compared to 31 March 2008 apart from the 50-64 age group which has risen slightly by 460 (3%) 
from 2008.   
 
The table also shows that new blind registrations have been decreasing in most age groups, 
but the 18-49 age group and 50-64 age group have increased since 2008 by 105 (12%) and 
50 (7%) respectively.  The number in the 0-4 age group has also shown a small increase. 
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Table 1: Number of people on the register of blind people by age group, 1982 to 2011 
England                                     Rounded Numbers1 

                              

    All   
Number of people aged 

 

as at 31 March  ages   0-4  5-172  18-492  50-64   65-74  75 and 
                        over 

1982 3  all cases 111,730    280  1,710  11,470  13,420    19,380  65,480 
  new cases 12,190    80  100  730  1,050    2,380  7,850 
                          
1986 3 all cases 120,550    380  1,520  12,510  12,780    18,980  74,380 
  new cases 12,030    110  100  |---------1,650--------|   2,020  8,140 
                          
1988 3 all cases 126,830    450  1,600  12,890  12,520    19,520  79,850 
  new cases 13,900    120  120  |---------1,790--------|   2,260  9,600 
                          
1991 3 all cases 136,200    670  1,890  13,770  11,880    18,660  89,340 
  new cases 13,630    160  150  |---------1,800--------|   1,970  9,550 
                          
1994 3 all cases 149,670    580  2,260  14,750  12,070    19,500  100,510 
  new cases 14,050    140  160  940  950    2,150  9,710 
                          
1997 3 all cases 158,590    1,080  3,080  15,800  12,580    17,460  108,590 
  new cases 13,560    170  190  940  860    1,800  9,560 
                          
2000 3 all cases 157,820    710  3,150  16,450  13,360    15,780  108,360 
  new cases 12,950    170  170  960  880    1,540  9,240 
                          
2003 3 all cases 156,675   725  3,230  17,090  14,520   15,460  105,655
  new cases 13,015   180  230  975  935   1,500  9,195
                          
2006 all cases 152,455   590  3,235  18,340  15,085   14,545  100,660
  new cases 10,820   155  165  905  815   1,115  7,660
                          
2008 4,5 all cases 152,980   805  3,975  19,330  15,655   14,805  98,270
  new cases 10,230   195  220  880  750   1,050  7,130
                          
2011 6 all cases 147,810   710  3,730  18,880  16,115   13,870  94,475
  new cases 9,110   200  205  985  800   940  5,975
                          

Source SSDA 902 
1. Figures may not add up because of rounding 
2. Prior to 1994, the age groups were 5-15 and 16-49 
3. Historical data taken from the Department of Health 
4. 150 people on the blind register had an unknown age group 
5. The collection in 2008 was brought forward 1 year due to concerns over the decrease in the number of new registrations seen in 2006 
6. 30 people on the blind register had an unknown age group
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Table 2 shows that the number of people registered as partially sighted has decreased in all 
age groups apart from those aged 18-49 which has increased by 575 (3%) and those aged 
50-64 which has increased by 430 (3%). 
 
Table 2: Number of people on the register of partially sighted people by age group, 

1982 to 2011 
England                                Rounded Numbers1 

      
  

                     

    All 
  

Number of people aged 
 

as at 31 March  ages 
  

0-4  5-172  18-492  50-64   65-74  75 and 
      

  
                over 

1982 3  all cases 58,000  
  

170  2,060  8,660  5,640    9,420  32,060 
  new cases 9,040  

  
70  150  570  960    1,900  5,390 

                              

1986 3 all cases 71,100  
  

180  1,770  9,730  6,280    10,990  42,150 
  new cases 10,470  

  
60  160  |---------1,590-------|   2,060  6,600 

                              

1988 3 all cases 79,050  
  

220  1,680  10,300  6,760    11,790  48,300 
  new cases 12,010  

  
80  180  |---------1,840-------|   2,280  7,640 

                              

1991 3 all cases 93,780  
  

370  1,780  11,160  7,590    13,280  59,600 
  new cases 13,640  

  
120  200  |---------1,970-------|   2,530  8,820 

                              

1994 3 all cases 115,710  
  

500  2,360  12,460  8,850    16,040  75,500 
  new cases 15,910  

  
160  290  1,020  1,240    2,760  10,440 

                              

1997 3 all cases 138,180  
  

760  3,130  13,290  10,380    16,720  93,900 
  new cases 17,990  

  
200  360  1,140  1,330    2,760  12,210 

                              

2000 3 all cases 148,680  
  

620  3,650  14,030  11,500    16,160  102,710 
  new cases 17,490  

  
200  350  1,000  1,230    2,580  12,140 

                              

2003 3 all cases 155,230 
  

585  4,230  15,315  12,935   16,640  105,525
  new cases 16,595 

  
170  355  1,085  1,225   2,305  11,455

                              
2006 all cases 155,200 

  
500  4,300  15,920  13,385   15,665  105,430

  new cases 14,375 
  

180  315  960  1,160   1,770  9,990
                              

2008 4,5 all cases 156,285 
  

700  5,140  16,845  14,105   16,055  103,345
  new cases 13,240 

  
185  380  1,015  1,145   1,620  8,890

                              

2011 6 all cases 151,010 
  

535  4,660  17,415  14,535   14,755  99,085
  new cases 11,850 

  
175  310  1,040  1,130   1,310  7,880

      
  

                  
Source SSDA 902 

1. Figures may not add up because of rounding 
2. Prior to 1994, the age groups were 5-15 and 16-49 
3. Historical data taken from the Department of Health 
4. 100 people on the partially sighted register had an unknown age group 
5. The collection in 2008 was brought forward 1 year due to concerns over the decrease in the number of new registrations 
seen in 2006 
6. 15 people on the partially sighted register had an unknown age group 
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Distribution by age 
 
Table 3 shows the distribution by age group over time for both the blind and partially sighted 
groups.  It shows that the distribution over time has seen a slight shift towards those aged 
under 65 years. 
 
At 31 March 2011 66 per cent of people registered as partially sighted were aged 75 and 
over, compared to 64 per cent of people registered as blind.  The overall age distribution of 
the partially sighted register is similar to that for blind registrations.     
 
Table 3: Percentage of people on the register of blind and partially sighted people, by 

age group, England 2000-20111 

England                               Percentage 
                            

      
Percentage of people aged 

    
as at 31 March  

    0-4   5-17  18-49  50-64  65-74   75 and  All 
                    over  Ages
Blind                           
  2000   0   2   10  8   10   69   100
  2003   0   2   11  9   10   67   100
  2006   0   2   12  10   10   66   100
   20081   1   3   13  10   10   64   100
  2011   0   3   13  11   9   64   100
                               
Partially Sighted                            
  2000   0   2   9  8   11   69   100
  2003   0   3   10  8   11   68   100
  2006   0   3   10  9   10   68   100
   20081   0   3   11  9   10   66   100
  2011   0   3   12  10   10   66   100
                            

Source SSDA 902 
1. The collection in 2008 was brought forward 1 year due to concerns over the decrease in the number of new registrations 
seen in 2006 
 



 

 

 

  
The changes in the numbers of those registered as blind and partially sighted by age 
group over time are shown in Figures 3 and 4.  The trend in the number of people 
registered blind and partially sighted is falling for those aged over 65 but rising for the 
younger age groups.   
 
Figure 3:  Number of people registered as 

blind at 31 March by age band, 
England 2000 - 2011 

Figure 4: Number of people registered as 
partially sighted at 31 March by 
age band, England 2000 - 2011 
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Source SSDA 902 
 
Table 3 highlighted that the age distribution of the two groups on the registers are quite similar.   
 
However the distribution for new registrations differs slightly between the groups as shown in 
Figures 5 and 6. Those newly registered as blind tend to be slightly younger than those newly 
registered as partially sighted. 
 

Figure 5:  The distribution of age 
group for new blind 
registrations 

Figure 6:  The distribution of age group 
for new partially sighted 
registrations 
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 Source SSDA 902 
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3.  Additional disability 
 
Introduction 
 
This chapter provides information about those people who have an additional disability 
recorded and how this differs between the two groups.    Where a person has multiple 
additional disabilities, any hearing disability takes priority. Some councils have not provided 
all the information requested for additional disabilities and therefore the breakdown by the 
type of additional disability is only based on 151 councils.  
 
49,300 (33%) of those registered blind and 50,400 (33%) of those registered partially sighted 
were also recorded with an additional disability.  
 

Type of additional disability 
 
Figure 7 illustrates the most common additional disability was a physical disability, which 
accounted for 66 per cent and 68 per cent of blind and partially sighted registrations with 
additional disabilities respectively.  The next most common additional disability was related 
to hearing which accounted for 22 per cent for both blind and partially sighted registrations. 
 
Figure 7: Percentage of people registered as blind or partially sighted with an 

additional disability by additional disability1, at 31 March 2011 
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1.  Based on 151 councils     Source SSDA 902 
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Distribution by age 
 
The distribution by age of those with additional disabilities does vary slightly between the 
blind and partially sighted as shown in Figure 8. 
 
73 per cent of blind registrations and 77 per cent of partially sighted registrations with 
additional disabilities were aged 65 or over. 
 
25 per cent of blind registrations and 21 per cent of partially sighted registrations with 
additional disabilities were aged 18 to 64. 
 
The under 18 age group accounts for 2 per cent of those with additional disabilities for both 
registers. 
 
Figure 8: Percentage of people registered as blind or partially sighted with an 

additional disability by age group, at 31 March 2011 
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Appendix 1: Editorial Notes and Data Quality 
 
Introduction to the data source 
Form SSDA 902 relates to the 'Register of Blind and Partially Sighted Persons' maintained by 
Councils with Adult Social Services Responsibilities (CASSRs) under Section 29 of the National 
Assistance Act 1948.  The form seeks information on the numbers of persons on each register 
at the end of the year and the number of new registrations during the last year.  Data are also 
requested on the number of registered blind and partially sighted persons who have an 
additional disability by age.  A copy of the return is included for reference at Appendix 3. 
 
For people to be registered as blind or partially sighted they must first undergo an examination 
by a consultant ophthalmologist.  The consultant records his or her findings on the Certificate of 
Visual Impairment (CVI) formerly the BD8, on which the consultant also certifies whether or not 
the person meets the statutory definition of blindness or the non-statutory definition of partial 
sight. 
 
The statutory definition of blindness is that a person should be "so blind as to be unable to 
perform any work for which eyesight is essential".  There is no equivalent definition of partial 
sight, but in practice this category refers to persons who, although not blind within the meaning 
of the 1948 Act, are substantially and permanently disabled by defective vision caused by 
congenital defect, illness or injury. 
 

 
Relevance, the degree to which the statistical product 
meets the user needs in both Coverage and Content 
 
The information is provided at Council level for all Councils with Adult Social Services 
responsibilities (CASSR’s) in England.  Statistics on all registered blind and partially sighted 
persons are collected from all 152 Councils, who are asked to complete form SSDA 902 in 
respect of the situation prevailing at 31 March of the relevant year.  This year all 152 councils 
completed the return although 1 council was unable to provide complete information on 
additional disabilities.   
 
The data is used by Central Government to monitor the impact of social care policy and by local 
government to assess their performance in relation to their peers.  This is also available for use 
by researchers looking at council performance and by services users and the public to hold 
councils and government to account.  For some examples of how this data is used by Guide 
Dogs for the Blind, the Royal National Institute for the Blind and the Advisory Group for 
Certifiable Visual Impairment Data and Information Management please see Appendix 2. 
 
Accuracy 
 
Statistics on all registered blind and partially sighted persons are collected from all 152 Councils, 
who are asked to complete form SSDA 902 in respect of the situation prevailing at 31 March of 
the relevant year. 
 
Where a council was unable to submit details on the number of registered blind and partially 
sighted persons with additional disabilities at 31 March 2011, the value is displayed as ".." for 
"not available".  Estimates have not been made where a council has not been able to 
complete other disabilities in Table 2 and 3 on the SSDA 902 form.  Thus for Tables B3, 
PS3, B4 and PS4 the totals given are actual totals and do not contain estimates for England. 
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Registration of blindness is voluntary.  However, it is a pre-condition for the receipt of certain 
financial benefits.  It is this factor which gives greater credibility to the "Register of the Blind" 
than to the "Register of the Partially Sighted" and to other disability registration records 
maintained by councils, where the voluntary principle also applies.  Registration is not, however, 
a pre-requisite for certain social services concessions and this factor, combined with 
uncertainties about the regularity with which the councils review and update their records, 
makes it difficult to assign a degree of reliability to either of these registers.  As such these 
registers cannot be thought of as providing a definitive number of blind and partially sighted 
people.  
 
The statistics relating to blind persons who have an additional disability is likely to understate the 
true numbers, especially in respect of those aged under 16.  This is partly because there is no 
advantage to the blind person in being registered as having additional disabilities.  There may 
also be reluctance to register pre-school children as blind until they attain age 5, which would 
affect the figures for this particular age group. 
 
Because of the difficulties described above, the statistics in this report should be used 
and interpreted with care. 
 
Due to additional guidance on deafblind registration (given below) where there was information 
on additional disabilities for people having multiple disabilities including deaf or hard of hearing, 
councils were advised to count this under the category of deaf or hard of hearing.  This could 
lead to a bias towards deaf or hard of hearing disabilities. 
 
 
Deaf/blind registration 

 
o Statutory guidance under section 7 of the Local Authority Social Services Act 1970 

was issued early in 2001 to Councils with Social Services Responsibilities. This is in 
response to concerns highlighted by the Department of Health's consultation exercise 
which looked at social care services for deafblind people. Under the Guidance 
authorities have been asked to take specific action aimed at improving services for 
deafblind people.  Councils have been asked to: 

o identify, make contact with and keep a record of deafblind people in their 
catchment area;  

o ensure that assessments of deafblind people are carried out by a specifically 
trained person/team equipped to assess the needs of a deafblind person;  

o ensure that appropriate services are provided to deafblind people  
o ensure that they are able to access specifically trained one-to one support 

workers for those people they assess as requiring one;  
o and provide information about services in formats and methods that are 

accessible to all deafblind people. 
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sory or speech disabilities’ were combined to become ‘People with physical 

o groups ‘People who are deaf with speech’ and 

ollections 

Coherence and Comparability 
 
As part of the data collection process, councils provide feedback on data quality and reasons 
for changes from the previous year. 
 
Since 1980 complete data have normally been collected every third year, commencing with the 
data for 1982.  This restriction was imposed in order to reduce the form filling burden on 
councils.  The return for 1985 was however postponed for a year in order to coincide with the 
collection cycle for the BD8 return form on which data on causes of blindness and partial sight 
are collected. Also, a decision was made to bring the SSDA 902 collection forward to 2008, due 
to concerns regarding the fall in the number of people newly registered as blind and partially 
sighted between March 2003 and March 2006. This means there was no collection in 2009. 
 
In the 2006 collection, there was a change in the terminology of the registers, blind and partial 
sight should now be expressed as severely sight impaired (blind) and sight impaired (partially 
sighted).  This change was lobbied for by service user/patients as it more accurately describes 
their situation as people who may be technically blind or partially sighted could have useful 
residual vision.  The criteria for certification did not change and so do not affect the time series 
and the old terms of “blind” and “partially sighted” were retained on the collection proformas and 
published reports. 
 
The grouping of additional disabilities in Tables 2 and 3 was changed in 2006 from previous 
collections.  Some groups were merged and the deaf category was split.  The details of these 
are below: 

• The groupings ‘Mentally ill people only’ and ‘Mentally ill people with other physical, 
sensory or speech disabilities’ were combined to become ‘People with mental health 
problems’. 

• ‘People with learning disabilities only’ and ‘People with learning disabilities and other 
physical, sensory or speech disabilities’ were combined to become ‘People with learning 
disabilities’. 

• ‘People with physical disabilities only’ and ‘People with physical disabilities and other 
physical, sen
disabilities’. 

 ‘People who are deaf’ were split into tw•
‘People who are deaf without speech’. 

 
More information on the guidance provided to councils for completion of the data c
an be found at c

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/services/social-care/social-care-collections/collections-2011  
 
In terms of comparability, the Advisory Group for Certifiable Visual Impairment Data and 
nformation Management compare the number of new registrations in this rI eport with the 

2a.html

number of CVIs they receive and more details can be seen in appendix 2. 
 
The last published analysis compared the figures for 2007/08 and is available from 

ttp://www.nature.com/eye/journal/v24/n11/full/eye201012h  but this compares new 

e 
Is 

registrations with CVIs for England and Wales combined. 
 
However, the group has produced unpublished analysis for England only which shows that 
the number of blind CVIs received by the group in 2007/08 was 9,410 compared to the 
published number of new registrations which was 10,230.  The corresponding figures for th
partially sighted was 12,110 and 13,240.  It is felt that the difference is due to not all CV
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y coincide.  The group will be 
pdating this analysis with the 2011 figures in this report." 

2010-11 and therefore the lag from the end of the 
nancial year is around 6 months.   

 and comparability of the data can be found in the previous 

to submit 
om of the publication webpage: 

ww.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/blindpartiallysighted11

being sent to the group but also it should be noted that there will be some discrepancy 
between figures because certification and registration rarel
u
 
Timeliness and Punctuality 
The data relate to the financial year 
fi
 
Accessibility and Clarity 
There are no restrictions to access to the published data.   
 
Information on the accuracy
sections of this appendix.   
 

Assessment of user Needs and Perceptions 
User feedback on the format and content of the Registered Blind and Partially Sighted 
People, year ending 31 March 2011 report is invited; a web form is available 
comments.  It can be found towards the bott
w  

which 
re Quality 

ommission (CQC) and CASSR performance and information managers.   

ce 
tions SIIP has now become the Outcomes and Information 

evelopment Board (OIDB). 

m the future and format of 
e collections and ensure that they continue to be fit for purpose. 

gh 

ll 
 information on additional disabilities is also collected which is 

ot collected on SSDA 910. 

round £20,000 and again the costs for the SSDA 910 form will be slightly 
igher than this. 

 

 
The Social Care Collections are developed by the Adult Review Group (ARG) and the Social 
Services User Survey Group (SSUSG).  This report comes under the remit of the ARG 
comprises representatives from the NHS IC, Department of Health (DH), Ca
C
 
The 2010-11 collections were approved by the Strategic Improving Information Programme 
board (SIIP). This group is jointly co-chaired by DH and the Association of Directors of Adult 
Social Services (ADASS) and contains representatives from NHS IC, CQC and LGA.  Sin
signing off the 2010-11 collec
D
 
NHS IC social care returns will be subject to a zero-based review, where the data 
requirements and needs of our stakeholders and customers are being sought to shape future 
data collections. The results of this review will help shape and infor
th
 

erformance, Cost and Respondent Burden P
 
A compliance cost survey was undertaken in 2009-10 for the social care collections althou
unfortunately the data source for this publication was not included as it was not collected 
during that year.   However the compliance cost for the SSDA 910 form, which is used to 
collect the number of people registered as deaf or hard of hearing, was collected and was 
estimated to be £35,000.  It is estimated that the costs for completing the SSDA 902 form wi
be slightly higher than this as
n
 
The costs to the NHS IC of collecting, validating and disseminating the SSDA 902 form are 
estimated to be a
h
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Confidentiality, Transparency and Security 
 
The data contained in this publication are Official Statistics.  The code of practice for official 
statistics is adhered to from collecting the data to publishing.   
 
http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/guidance/index.html  
 
Please see links below to the NHS IC relevant policies. 
 
Statistical Governance Policy 
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/webfiles/publications/Statistical%20Governance%20Policy.pdf  
 
Freedom of Information Process 
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/webfiles/DataProtection/publication%20scheme/FOI%20Process.pdf 

http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/national-statistician/guidance/index.html
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/webfiles/publications/Statistical%20Governance%20Policy.pdf
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/webfiles/DataProtection/publication%20scheme/FOI%20Process.pdf
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Appendix 2: How are the statistics used? 
Users and Uses of the Report 

 
Uses of Statistics by Known Users 
This section contains comments based on responses from the users listed.  All these users 
have found the information in the report useful for the purposes set out. 
 
Department of Health 

o Inform policy monitoring. 
o Speeches and briefings for Ministers and senior officials. 
o PQs and Prime Minister’s Questions. 
o Media Enquiries and other correspondence. 

  
Councils with Adult Social Services Responsibilities 

o Benchmarking against other councils. 
 
Guide Dogs for the Blind 
“National and regional data are used to anticipate demand for guide dogs and other mobility 
services. Good planning is key to running the guide dog service efficiently. For instance, 
recruiting and training the right number of volunteer puppy walkers (to take care of young 
dogs until they are old enough to begin formal training) or the skilled staff who train the dogs 
(it can take up to 4 years to train a Guide Dog Mobility Instructor); Managing supply of people 
and dogs to be able to meet demand is essential. Guide Dogs also provides other mobility 
services such as long cane mobility training, and again, having the right numbers of trained 
mobility specialists is vital. The triennial statistics with breakdowns by authority represents 
one of the most significantly important tools to aid with planning.” 
 
Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB) 
“RNIB use registration statistics to plan services, monitor registration trends over time by 
age, by location etc. and to judge whether the numbers of people being registered correlate 
with the total numbers of people losing their sight. They also promote the data to health and 
social care service planners and commissioners. 
 
The data will also be used to independently evaluate the approach individual authorities are 
taking to registering people who have been certified as blind or partially sighted so that RNIB 
can monitor performance and where appropriate consider how to promote speedier access 
to support and services.  The data are also used to assess the likely level of demand for 
local authority and other services, for example as part of our RNIB work influencing Joint 
Strategic Needs Assessments.” 
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Advisory Group for Certifiable Visual Impairment Data and Information 
Management 
“The data in this report will be an essential benchmark for the analysis of CVI data.  The 
Certifications Office at Moorfields Eye Hospital will compare the numbers of CVIs against the 
number of new registrations by visual status (severely sight impaired/ blind or sight impaired 
/partially sighted), by age group and location.  Large discrepancies in any particular area will 
be reported to the Office's Advisory Group in order to instigate investigation into these 
discrepancies as they may indicate that people in need are not getting the care that they 
need.   
 
Benchmarking the CVI data is essential since these data are provided to diabetic screening 
programmes across England in order for them to assess whether they are meeting target 
deliverables regarding registrations. Plans are underway to add the CVI data to the Atlas of 
Variation and the ophthalmic community has lent support to the CVI being adopted as a 
public health indicator of sight impairment.  The RNIB intend to publicise CVI figures to 
commissioners so that local communities can see whether they are succeeding in preventing 
avoidable sight loss.” 
 
Unknown Users 
The survey report is free to access via the NHS IC website and therefore the majority of 
users will access the report without being known to the NHS IC.  Therefore it is important to 
put mechanisms in place to try to understand how these additional users are using the 
statistics and also to gain feedback on how we can make the data more useful to them.  On 
the webpage where the report is surfaced there is a link to a feedback webform which the 
NHS IC uses for all its reports.  The specific questions asked on the form are: 

o How useful did you find the content in this publication? 
o How did you find out about this publication? 
o What type of organisation do you work for? 
o What did you use the report for? What information was the most useful?  Were you 

happy with the data quality? 
o To help us improve our publications, what changes would you like to see (for instance 

content or timing)? 
o Would you like to take part in future consultations on our publications? 

 
Any responses via this webform are passed to the team responsible for the report to 
consider. 
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Appendix 3: Related Publications 
 
This publication draws together statistics for those registered blind or partially 
sighted. This report forms part of a suite of statistical reports. Other reports cover 
information on the wider scope of Adult Social Services. 
 
Comments on this publication would be welcomed.  Any questions concerning any 
data in this publication, or requests for further information, should be addressed to: 
 
The Contact Centre 
The NHS Information Centre 
1 Trevelyan Square 
Boar Lane 
Leeds 
West Yorkshire   
LS1 6AE 
 
Telephone: 0845 300 6016 
Email: enquiries@ic.nhs.uk 
 
Disabilities 
 
This publication can be downloaded from the IC website at:  
www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/blindpartiallysighted11 
 
Previous publications of this report and the related triennial report for Registered Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing People can be downloaded from the IC website at: 
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/adult-social-care-information 
 
Previous Disabilities reports published before 2006 can be found on the Department of 
Health website at: 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/StatisticalWorkAreas/Statisticalso
cialcare/DH_4095911 
 
 
Social Care Activity, Finance, Staffing, and user experience surveys for Adults 
 
Publications relating to social care activity, finance, staffing, and user experience surveys for 
adults can be downloaded from the IC website at: 
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/adult-social-care-information 
 
Below is a list of links to specific Social Care reports: 
    
“People Registered Deaf or Hard of hearing – Year ending March 31 2010, in England” 
which is available at 

www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/regdeaf10 

 
“Community Care Statistics: Social Services Activity, England, 2009-10” which is available at 
www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/carestats0910asr 
 

mailto:enquiries@ic.nhs.uk
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/blindpartiallysighted11
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/adult-social-care-information
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/StatisticalWorkAreas/Statisticalsocialcare/DH_4095911
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Statistics/StatisticalWorkAreas/Statisticalsocialcare/DH_4095911
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-collections/social-care/adult-social-care-information
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/regdeaf10
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/carestats0910asr
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“Personal Social Services: Expenditure and Unit Costs, England, 2009-10 – Final Council 
Data [NS]” which is available at 
www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/pss0910exp 
 
“Community Care Statistics 2009-10: Grant Funded Services (GFS1) Report - England” 
which is available at 
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/carestats1011gfs 

 
“Personal Social Services Staff of Social Services Departments at 30 September 2010, 
England. [NS]” which is available at 
www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/pssstaffsept10 
 
“Social Care and Mental Health indicators from the National Indicator Set –2009-10 Final 
release” which is available at 
www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/socmhi09-10 
 
“Survey of Carers in Households - 2009/10 England” which is available at 
www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/carersurvey0910 
 
“Personal Social Services Survey of Adult Carers in England – 2009-10” which is available at 
www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/psscarersurvey0910   

  

“Personal Social Services Survey of Adults Receiving Community Equipment and/or Minor 
Adaptations, England, 2009-10” which is available at 

www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/pssadultsequip0910  

 
Data for child services 

Information on social care for children is available at 

www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople 

 

 

 

 

 

Data for the UK  

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/pss0910exp
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/carestats1011gfs
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/pssstaffsept10
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/socmhi09-10
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/carersurvey0910
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/psscarersurvey0910
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/pssadultsequip0910
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople
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Information within this report relates to England data. Similar publications for Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland can be found via the following links:  

 

The Welsh Assembly Government  

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/health/publications/socialcare/reports/?lang=en  

 

The Scottish Government  

http://search1.scotland.gov.uk/Scotland?n=All&$rcexpanded=false&action=search&q=Social
+Care  

 

Northern Ireland - Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety  

http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/stats-cib/statistics_and_research-cib-
pub/adult_statistics.htm 

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/health/publications/socialcare/reports/?lang=en
http://search1.scotland.gov.uk/Scotland?n=All&$rcexpanded=false&action=search&q=Social+Care
http://search1.scotland.gov.uk/Scotland?n=All&$rcexpanded=false&action=search&q=Social+Care
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/stats-cib/statistics_and_research-cib-pub/adult_statistics.htm
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/stats-cib/statistics_and_research-cib-pub/adult_statistics.htm


 

 

 

 

Appendix 4: Blank Copy of the form 
 Form SSDA 902 

2010/11

  

LA Code LA Contact

LA Name Telephone

Email

Registration of 
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blind/severely sight impaired persons partial sight/sight impaired pe

Blind/severely sight impaired p partial sight/sight impaired pe

Blind/severely sight impaired per

1
2
3

Partial sight/sight impaired per

1
2
3

People who are deaf without speech
People who are hard of hearing

People who are deaf with speech

People who are deaf with speech

partial 
sight/sight impaired pe

People who are hard of hearing

 blind/severely sight impaired or partial sight/sight impaired per

 and rsons

Notes:

Table 1.   ersons and rsons - Numbers on the register and new registrations

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

A B C D

Table 2.  sons registered at 31 March 2011 who have an additional disability - by age

65 and over Total

4
5
6
7

A B C D E

Table 3.  sons registered at 31 March 2011 who have an additional disability - by age

65 and over Total

4
5
6
7

A B C D E

Additional Disability

People with mental health problems

 

 

People with learning disabilities
People with physical disabilities
All persons with additional disability - Total

People with learning disabilities

18 - 64Under 5 5 - 17

5 - 17 18 - 64

People with mental health problems

Additional Disability

75 and over
TOTAL

50 - 64
65 - 74

Under 5

0 - 4

New registrations of 
rsons in the 

year to 31 March 2011 - Age on 
registration.

 

Age

1. Only registered sons normally resident in the area should be entered on this 
return. This includes persons normally resident in but living outside the area (e.g. in residential homes or hospitals or employed in workshops 
for the blind, etc.) and for whom the local authority is making provision by arrangements under either Section 21 or Section 29 of the National 
Assistance Act 1948.

2. New registrations should not include additions or changes to the register as a result of re-certification or transfers from other areas.

New registrations of 

persons in the year to 31 March 
2011 - Age on registration

persons registered at 31 March 
2011

persons registered at 31 
March 2011

5 - 17
18 - 49

All persons with additional disability - Total
People with physical disabilities

blind/severely sight impaired 
Blind/severely sight impaired Partial sight/sight impaired 

People who are deaf without speech

Export Data
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Appendix 5: Council Level Tables 
 

Table B1: Number of blind people registered with councils by age group, at 31 
March 2011       

Table PS1:  Number of partially sighted people registered with councils by age 
group, at 31 March 201  

   
Table B2:  Blind people registered as new cases by age group, during the year 

ending 31 March 2011   
    
Table PS2:  Partially sighted people registered as new cases by age group, during 

the year ending 31 March 2011 
    
Table B3:  Number of registered blind people with an additional disability by 

category of disability, at 31 March 2011  
 
Table PS3:  Number of registered partially sighted people with an additional disability 

by category of disability, at 31 March 2011    
 
Table B4:  Number of blind people registered with an additional disability, by age 

group at 31 March 2011  
 
Table PS4:  Number of partially sighted people registered with an additional 

disability, by age group at 31 March 2011  
 
Table conventions 
 
The first line of the title says what the table contains, the second line shows the breakdowns. 
The units in the table are shown at the top right. 
 
Rounding 
Data in all the tables has been rounded to the nearest five.  
 
Symbols 
 
The following conventions are used throughout: 
 
Italics   percentages 
0 Zero 
.          not applicable 
.. not available 



 

 

 

 

27 Copyright © 2011, The Health and Social Care Information Centre. All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

 
Published by The NHS Information Centre for health and social care 
Part of the Government Statistical Service 
 
ISBN  978-1-84636-584-3 
 
 
This publication may be requested in large print or other formats.  
 
Responsible Statistician 
Paul Niblett, Section Head, Adult Social Care Statistics 
 
For further information: 
www.ic.nhs.uk 
0845 300 6016   
enquiries@ic.nhs.uk 
 
 
Copyright © 2011 The Health and Social Care Information Centre, Adult Social Care Team 
 All rights reserved. 
 
This work remains the sole and exclusive property of the Health and Social Care Information 
Centre and may only be reproduced where there is explicit reference to the ownership of the 
Health and Social Care Information Centre. 
 
This work may be re-used by NHS and government organisations without permission.   
 
This work is subject to the Re-Use of Public Sector Information Regulations and permission 
for commercial use must be obtained from the copyright holder. 
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