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Introduction: We regularly publish information on NHS dentistry in England at a 

national and local level. Our publications include facts and figures 
on the number of people who see an NHS dentist, the volume and 
type of treatment they receive and the number of NHS dentists. Our 
reports are used by national policy makers to help develop future 
dental policy and by local NHS managers to help design local dental 
services. 
 
The annual dental activity report brings together information on NHS 
dental activity in England and shows more up-to-date information on 
the number of patients seen by an NHS dentist, up to the first 
quarter of the forthcoming year. 
 
For more detailed descriptions of datasets used in the NHS IC’s 
dental publications see the beginners guide to dental data at: 
https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/primary-care/dentistry/nhs-
dent-stat-seco-qt-rep-eng-2012-2013/nhs-dent-stat-eng-2012-13-
seco-quar-rep-guid.pdf 

 
  

Accuracy: Activity 
Provisional data published in the first 3 quarterly publications, 
adjusted to provide estimated final position for national data. 
Adjustment methodology and factors published in technical annex.  
Final data published annually after end of year. 
 
Patients seen 
Final data published each quarter. 
 
Patient charges 
Final data published annually. Figures may be slightly lower than 
expected as information not collected from closed contracts, 
although the volume of these is minimal. 
 
Orthodontics 
Final data published annually. 
 
Clinical 
Final data published annually. The clinical dataset of the FP17 form 
has been improved to include previously omitted treatments. Work 
has been carried out to compare the quality of the new data; this is 
available in the Technical Information annex. 
 
Prescribing 
Long standing data collection. Prescription Services have their own 
internal quality process. They advise that the total payment made to 
dispensers is between 99.8 per cent and 100.2 per cent of the “true” 
value based on a statistical analysis. For further information see: 
www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/Documents/PPDImpact/imPACTjun2008.pdf 

https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/primary-care/dentistry/nhs-dent-stat-seco-qt-rep-eng-2012-2013/nhs-dent-stat-eng-2012-13-seco-quar-rep-guid.pdf
https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/primary-care/dentistry/nhs-dent-stat-seco-qt-rep-eng-2012-2013/nhs-dent-stat-eng-2012-13-seco-quar-rep-guid.pdf
https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/primary-care/dentistry/nhs-dent-stat-seco-qt-rep-eng-2012-2013/nhs-dent-stat-eng-2012-13-seco-quar-rep-guid.pdf
http://www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/Documents/PPDImpact/imPACTjun2008.pdf


  
NHSBSA processes validate preparations prescribed by dentists 
against a list of substances which form the Dental Practitioner’s 
Formulary (DPF). The DPF is part of the British National Formulary 
(http://www.bnf.org/bnf/) and covers all drugs which dentists can 
prescribe on the NHS. During the validation process for the 2012 
publication, three preparations were identified where prescriptions 
issued by dentists had been paid by NHSBSA, but where the 
preparation was not listed on the DPF in 2012. In total these 
preparations accounted for 88 items and £203.88 NIC. This error 
was attributed to an inconsistency in NHSBSA processing routines, 
which has since been corrected. These preparations have been 
included in all relevant totals in this publication. 
 

Relevance: 
 

Activity 
Monitors levels of activity across treatment bands, highlighting 
changes in practice over time. 
 
Patients seen 
Key use is to monitor effectiveness of current dental contract, 
introduced in 2006. 
 
Patient charges 
Information at PCT enables benchmarking against peers. 
 
Orthodontics 
Summary data on orthodontics available from 2008/09, split by 
SHA. 
 
Clinical 
Data first published in 2008 showing level of clinical intervention. 
Once time series emerges, will provide useful information to 
clinicians and policy makers alike. 
 
Prescribing 
Useful information for policy makers particularly around generic 
prescribing patterns. 

  

Timeliness & 
Punctuality: 

Activity 
Published quarterly, 4½  months after the end of the relevant period. 
 
Patients seen 
Published quarterly, 1 ½ months after the end of the relevant period. 
 
Patient charges, Orthodontics, Clinical and Prescribing 
Published annually, 4½ months after the end of the year. 

  

Coherence  
& Comparability: 

Activity, Patients seen and Patient charges 
Methodologies consistent with those used by Welsh Assembly 
Government. Covers period of current contract (introduced in 2006) 
– not comparable with previous contract. 
 
Orthodontics 
Information first published in 2008/09 on orthodontic activity. 
Orthodontic patients including in patients seen measure. 
 
Clinical 
A national time series from 2008/09. Not comparable with clinical 
data from previous contract. Extensive analysis carried out around 
comparability – fundamental in nature of contract and data 

http://www.bnf.org/bnf/


collection practices. 
 
Prescribing 
Reports dental prescribing patterns in context of all prescribing. 

  

Accessibility & 
Clarity: 

Activity, Patients seen, Patient charges, Orthodontics, Clinical and 
Prescribing 
All reports are accessible via the NHS IC internet as PDF 
documents. Additional information provided in Excel format at sub-
national level, including flat files suitable for further analysis. 

  

 

Performance, 
Cost & 
Respondent 
Burden: 

Activity, Patients seen, Patient charges, Orthodontics and Clinical 
Data collected by NHS Dental Services, largely to support PCTs in 
the contract and performance management processes. Majority of 
information collected electronically and data available for publication 
as a by-product of these processes. Current contract designed to 
simplify data collection requirement. 
 
Prescribing 
Information collected by NHS Business Services authority covering 
all prescriptions. No additional burden on front line. 

  

Confidentiality, 
Transparency 
and Security 

Activity, Patients seen, Patient charges, Orthodontics and Clinical 
All publications are subject to a standard NHS IC risk assessment 
prior to issue. Disclosure control is implemented where judged 
necessary. 
 
Prescribing 
Aggregate data. No disclosure risk. 

 
For more detailed descriptions of datasets used in the NHS IC’s dental publications see the 
beginners guide to dental data at: https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/primary-
care/dentistry/nhs-dent-stat-seco-qt-rep-eng-2012-2013/nhs-dent-stat-eng-2012-13-seco-
quar-rep-guid.pdf  
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