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HES 2013-14 Month 2
1
 Outpatient Data Quality Note 

 

The data quality note will be updated in the event of issues arising post-publication. A 
summary of changes made will appear in the table below. 

 

Version control 

Date Summary of Update 

06/08/2013 Month 2 Outpatient Data Quality Note published 

 

Please note this data is provisional and subject to changes and revisions each month. It 
should be treated as an estimate until the final National Statistics annual publications. 
 

Changes to production of HES publications 
 
Please note that this provisional monthly publication and underlying dataset is the first that 
has been entirely produced by the HSCIC’s new in-house processing. 
 
This new in-house processing will result in gradual improvements in the timescales by which 
we make HES available over the course of the year. It also gives us much greater flexibility 
in enhancing the information available to meet users’ needs. 
 
Alongside this 2013/14 is the first year of HES data that providers have been instructed to 
capture information for the new Commissioning Dataset (CDS v6.2) resulting in changes in 
information coming in to HES; and in addition to this it is the first set of HES data with activity 
relating to the new NHS organisations that came into being at the start of 2013/14. 
 
We have quality assured the in-house system by running it in parallel with the previous 
system for month 10 2012/13 and reconciling the results. Subsequent to this there have 
been some changes to the processing, due largely to the changes in the CDS listed above or 
to improve the efficiency of processing the data; for example, there have been changes to 
the identification and removal of duplicate data. We have, wherever possible, kept these 
changes to a minimum for this data release and will provide full documentation of all 
changes in the near future. 
 
Due to the combination of system, CDS and organisational changes listed above, it is 
possible there may be further issues in the data.  This document will be updated if any 
additional data quality issues are found within the Month 2 2013/14 data. 
 
The following issues have been identified in the Month 2 (M2) data: 
 

Developing data set 
 
The outpatient data set is a developing data set which has a number of continuing issues 
regarding quality and coverage of certain key fields.   

                                            
1  Data submitted to SUS by 19 June 2013. 
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Age at CDS Activity Date  
 

There are unusually high counts in this field (Activage) for the values ‘8’ and ‘9’ which do not 
correspond with HES-derived age fields such as ‘Age at Appointment’. This is due to 
technical issues when providers submit data.  Work is underway to try to resolve this issue 
and the fields will be made available when they are of sufficient quality. 
 
Impact: This field’s data should be interpreted with caution. 

 

Ethnic Category 
 

The field ‘Ethnic Category’ is now populated in the Outpatient dataset.  However coverage in 
this field is poor. 
 
Impact: Caution is advised when using this field. 
 
 

Age fields 
  

Please note that due to some hospital systems using either ‘01/01/1900’ or ‘01/01/1901’ as a 
default date of birth, there are a high number of records that contain age fields with values of 
‘112’ or ‘113’ 
 
Impact: These fields should be interpreted with caution. 
 

Geographical Information 

 

PCTs and SHAs ceased to exist on 31 March 2013, however for the benefit of users a 
number of fields relating to these organisations have been retained in the data. Users should 
be aware that the quality of some of these fields (e.g. PCT/SHA of GP practice) will 
deteriorate over time as the reference data is no longer being updated for these fields. 

Impact: These fields should be interpreted with caution. 

 

Ethnos change  

 

Not Known code X is changing to 99. This change has been introduced to be consistent with 
the NHS Data Dictionary, where 99 represents an unknown value. This change does not 
affect customers of the Extract Service, this field has remained as a length 1 for Month 2. 
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Removal of historic fields  

 

Historic data fields will no longer be derived in the data table in 2013-14 data. These include: 

 PCTCODE02 (Historic PCT of Responsibility) 

 PCTORIG02 (Historic Origin of primary care trust of responsibility) 

 RESPCT02 (Historic PCT of Residence) 

 RESTHA02 (Historic SHA of Residence) 

 PURSTHA (Commissioner's SHA) 

 

Default dates  

 

Previously date fields with null or invalid values were cleaned to a null value. From 2013/14 
these fields are presented as one of a number of values: 

 Missing dates in selected fields are coded to 01/01/1800 

 Invalid dates are coded to 01/01/1801 

 The earliest allowable date is 01/01/1802 

 

Record ID changing to an increased length 

 

In 2013/14 record identifiers: EPIKEY, ATTENDKEY, and AEKEY have been regenerated 
with the change in data processing; the length of the field has been increased from 9 to 12 
characters. This change has the effect of making the record identifier unique across all 
datasets and all years. This change has been applied retrospectively. 

 

PSEUDOHESID  

There is a known defect with this field where 64 records have been populated as NULL 
entries. This defect will be fixed in a future release.  
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Diagnosis fields 
 

ICD-10 codes: codes no longer included for ICD-10 4th Edition 

ICD-10 4th Edition has been introduced into HES for the 2012-13 data year.  Amongst the 
changes in the 4th Edition are a number of codes that are no longer used.   

It has been decided to retain these retired codes for data analysis rather than set them to 
code R69X (Unknown and unspecified causes of morbidity) while Providers adjust to the 
transition of submitting the 4th Edition codes. 

This will continue to be reviewed until it is decided that these codes no longer need to be 
shown.  The retired codes are listed in the table below: 

 

ICD-10 codes retired for ICD-10 4th Edition 

Code Description in HES 2012-13 

A09X 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Diarrhoea and gastroenteritis of 
presumed infectious origin 

C80X 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Malignant neoplasm without 
specification of site 

C832 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Mixed small and large cell (diffuse)   

C834 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Immunoblastic (diffuse)       

C836 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Undifferentiated (diffuse)       

C842 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: T-zone lymphoma       

C843 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Lymphoepithelioid lymphoma       

C850 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Lymphosarcoma        

C881 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Alpha heavy chain disease     

C912 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Subacute lymphocytic leukaemia      

C932 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Subacute monocytic leukaemia      

C941 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Chronic erythraemia       

C945 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Acute myelofibrosis       

C952 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Subacute leukaemia of unspecified 
cell type   

C961 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Malignant histiocytosis       

C963 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: TRUE histiocytic lymphoma      

D463 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Refractory anaemia with excess of 
blasts with transformation 

D752 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Essential thrombocytosis       

D760 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Langerhans’ cell histiocytosis, not 
elsewhere classified   

H547 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Unspecified visual loss      

K350 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Acute appendicitis with generalized 
peritonitis    

K351 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Acute appendicitis with peritoneal 
abscess 
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K359 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Acute appendicitis, unspecified 

K511 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Ulcerative (chronic) ileocolitis 

K85X Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Acute pancreatitis 

L89X Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Decubitus ulcer 

M723 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Nodular fasciitis 

M725 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Fasciitis, not elsewhere classified 

N180 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: End stage renal disease     

N188 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Other chronic renal failure 

O60X Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Preterm delivery 

O96X 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Death obst cse occur more 42 day 
less than one yr aft deliv 

O97X 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Death from sequelae of direct 
obstetric causes 

Q314 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Congenital laryngeal stridor 

Q356 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Cleft palate, medial 

R500 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Fever with chills 

R501 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Persistent fever 
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Known provider issues:  
 
Coverage issues 
 

The following organisations have shortfalls; their data should be interpreted with caution. 
 

Organisations with shortfalls / missing data 

Organisation name 
Org. 
code 

Months 
affected 

Approx. total 
no. of 

records 
missing 

2Gether NHS Foundation Trust RTQ May 2,500 

Assura Hampshire NYH May 4,500 

Berkshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust RWX May 18,000 

Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health NHS 
Foundation Trust 

RXT Apr 11,000 

Cambridgeshire Community Services NHS 
Trust 

RYV Apr - May 4,000 

Castle Hill Hospital NNF71 Apr - May 400 

Fairfield Hospital NVG01 May 1,500 

Gateshead Health NHS Foundation Trust RR7 Apr - May 80,000 

Kent and Medway NHS and Social Care 
Partnership Trust 

RXY May 4,000 

Northamptonshire Healthcare NHS 
Foundation Trust 

RP1 Apr - May 1,000 

Pennine Musculoskeletal Partnership 
(ICATS) 

NTYG3 May 4,000 

Sandwell Mental Health NHS and Social Care 
Trust 

TAJ May 4,000 

South Devon Healthcare NHS Foundation 
Trust 

RA9 May 35,000 

Spamedica (Manchester) NPG01 Apr 360 

Pain Management Solutions (Oaks Park) NY601 May 1,500 

Sussex Community NHS Trust RDR May 12,000 

Torbay and Southern Devon Health and Care 
NHS Trust 

R1G May 800 

United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust RWD May 90,000 

Virgin Care Ltd NQT May 8,500 

West Hertfordshire Hospitals NHS Trust RXG Apr - May 4,000 

Your Healthcare NNV May 26,000 

 

 


