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Executive Summary 
 

This is the third statistical publication in relation to the linked HES (Hospital Episode 
Statistics) and MHMDS (Mental Health Minimum Dataset) data. This is the second summary 
publication and is an update to the recent report published on the18th June 2013 which 
related to 2011/12 annual data. 

The two data sets have been linked using specific patient identifiers collected in HES and 
MHMDS. The linkage allows the datasets to be linked in this manner from 2006/07; however 
this report focuses on patients who were present in the two datasets in 2012/13 only. 

The bridging file used for this publication was also released on 30th August 2013, it utilises 
Provisional (month 13) HES data for 2012/13 and final MHMDS data for 2012/13. 

The HES-MHMDS linkage provides the ability to undertake national (within England) 
analysis along acute patient pathways for mental health service users, thereby enabling a 
much deeper understanding of MH (mental health) service users' interactions with acute 
secondary care. 

Both HES and MHMDS datasets have been restricted to cover only patients who accessed 
NHS funded services in England and includes only those who are aged 18 and over during 
2012/13. 

There are just under 1.6 million individuals who are recorded as being users of adult mental 
health services (within MHMDS) in 2012/13. 

Of these, over 1.5 million MHMDS service users are aged 18 or over1 and can be linked 
to HES, of this subset in 2012/13: 

 it is estimated that around 550,000 (or 39 per cent) had at least one inpatient 
episode of care 

 it is estimated that around 990,000 (or 70 per cent) had at least one outpatient 
appointment 

 it is estimated that around 610,000 (or 43 per cent) had at least one A&E 
attendance 

 it is estimated that around 1,150,000 (or 81 per cent) accessed at least one 
hospital service (inpatients episode of care, outpatients appointment or A&E 
attendance) 
 

Comparing the frequency of access to hospital services (inpatient episodes of care, 
outpatient appointments or A&E attendances) between MH service users and non-MH 
service users: 

 Mental Health service users who accessed hospital services during 2012/13 did so 
more frequently, around twice as much, as the corresponding Non-MH Service user 
population.  

 

 

                                            
1
 While MHMDS can legitimately contain records for under 18’s its primary focus is adults accessing the 

services and therefore is not fully representative of the under 18’s age group 
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Findings 
Information presented within this report uses HES (Hospital Episode Statistics) and MHMDS 
(Mental Health Minimum Dataset) data, these datasets are linked together to provide an 
understanding of the potential similarities and differences between these two patient groups. 

This is the third publication reporting on the linkage between HES and MHMDS data and as 
such, is published as ‘Experimental Statistics’2. 

Analysis presented within this publication provides a high level summary of the underlying 
linked data for 2012/13 and a detailed methodology on how the linkage between the two 
data sets can be used.  

The bridging file used for this publication was also released on 30th August 2013, it utilises 
Provisional (month 13) HES data for 2012/13 and final MHMDS data for 2012/13. 

Users of the data are invited and encouraged to provide feedback and suggestions for 
analysis and/or changes to the underlying linking methodology. Please see the Contact us 
section for details on how to engage with us. 

Users are also advised to consult the methodology section of the first publication3, further 
information relating to the underlying data sources and links to their associated Data Quality 
reports is available within the ‘Understanding the data’ section. 

There are 1,590,332 (1,567,913 aged 18 and over) individuals who are recorded (in 
MHMDS) as being users of adult mental health services in 2012/13. Of these 1,425,365 are 
recorded as being over 18 and can be linked to HES records; for the purposes of this 
publication this group are considered to be the MH (Mental Health) service user population. 

For comparison purposes the remaining population is the ‘England population (aged 18 or 
over and excluding MH service users)’. 

 

                                            
2 The Office for National Statistics define experimental statistics as “…new official statistics undergoing 

evaluation. They are published in order to involve users and stakeholders in their development and as a means 
to build in quality at an early stage”.  

 
3
 www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB11037  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB11037
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Table 1: Publication Populations; 2012/13 

 Number of people 

A, ONS Population4  - England 53,107,169 

B. ONS Population4 - England aged 18 or 
over (ALL) 41,766,418 

C. ONS Population - England aged 18 or 
over (excluding MH service users)  40,198,505 

D. Number of MH service users (as recorded 
in MHMDS) 

1,590,332 

E. Number of MH service users – aged 18 or 
over 

1,567,913 

F. Number of distinct MH service users that 
can be linked to HES 

1,442,549 

G. Number of distinct MH service users aged 
18 and over that can be linked to HES5 

1,425,365 

 

The population in England (aged 18 and over) was 41,766,418, of these 3.8% (or 1,567,913 
people – aged 18 and over) were recorded as being users of adult specialist NHS funded 
Mental Health services (MH service users).   

As a percentage of their overall individual populations MH service users within MHMDS are 
more likely to access hospital services (Inpatient episodes of care, Outpatient appointments 
or A&E attendances) compared to non-MH service users in the general population, 
accessing these services. 

 

                                            
4 Census 2011 – Office for National Statistics: http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-

estimates-for-england-and-wales/mid-2002-to-mid-2010-revised--subnational-/rft---mid-2006-to-mid-2011-
revised-unformatted-data-files.zip 
5
 These are the records which contained the required information providing the capability to link between HES 

and MHMDS datasets 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-england-and-wales/mid-2002-to-mid-2010-revised--subnational-/rft---mid-2006-to-mid-2011-revised-unformatted-data-files.zip
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-england-and-wales/mid-2002-to-mid-2010-revised--subnational-/rft---mid-2006-to-mid-2011-revised-unformatted-data-files.zip
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/pop-estimate/population-estimates-for-england-and-wales/mid-2002-to-mid-2010-revised--subnational-/rft---mid-2006-to-mid-2011-revised-unformatted-data-files.zip
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Table 2: Adults Accessing Hospital Services (Linked HES - MH Service Users); 
2012/13, England 

 
Number of MH Service 

users 
Percentage accessing 

services 

Population6  1,425,365 - 

At least one hospital service 
contact 

1,150,334 80.7% 

 At least one Inpatient 
episode of care 

548,688 38.5% 

 At least one 
Outpatient 
appointment 

987,357 69.3% 

 At least one A&E 
attendance 

613,933 43.1% 

 

Of the MH service user population nearly 70% had at least one outpatient appointment in 
2012/13, 30 percentage points more than the remaining population, excluding MH service 
users (comparing percentages from Table 2 to those in Table 3). 

For Inpatients episodes of care and A&E attendances these proportions are double for MH 
service users compared to the general population demonstrating the greater need placed on 
hospital services by MH service users. 

Table 3: Adults Accessing Hospital Services (Non-MH Service Users); 2012/13, 
England 

 
Number of Non-MH Service 

users 
Percentage accessing 

services 

Population7 40,198,505 - 

At least one hospital service 
contact  

19,970,156 49.7% 

 At least one Inpatient 
episodes of care 

6,688,300 16.6% 

 At least one 
Outpatient 
appointment 

15,894,987 39.5% 

 At least one A&E 
attendance 

8,271,344 20.6% 

 

                                            
6
 Limited to include only those MH Service users linked within HES-MHMDS and aged 18 or over 

7
 ONS – England population (18 and over) excluding all MH Service users (aged 18 and over) 
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The number of Non-MH service users is the people count within the HES dataset for the year 
2012/13, where the HESID Index is unique and the patient is aged 18 or over.  This may 
include some legitimate MH service user records which were classified as unmatched.  

As the HESID Index has been developed over a number of years, there is an appreciation 
that the figures presented within Table 3 may be subject to change over time, as the index 
production develops.  Further information relating to the quality and construction of the 
algorithm which derives this field can be found at: 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/1370/HES-Hospital-Episode-Statistics-Replacement-of-the-
HES-patient-ID/pdf/HESID_Replacement_Nov09.pdf 

 

Chart 1: Percentage accessing hospital services (MH and Non-MH Service 
users); 2012/13 – England 

 

 

MH service users are around twice as likely to access hospital services on a more frequent 
basis when compared to Non-MH service users. 

  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/1370/HES-Hospital-Episode-Statistics-Replacement-of-the-HES-patient-ID/pdf/HESID_Replacement_Nov09.pdf
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/1370/HES-Hospital-Episode-Statistics-Replacement-of-the-HES-patient-ID/pdf/HESID_Replacement_Nov09.pdf
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Individuals, who accessed both mental health services and had at least one inpatient 
episode of care, had on average nearly three finished episodes of care in 2012/13. This 
compares to an average of around two finished episode of care for patients who did not 
access mental health services in 2012/13 (Table 4).  

 

Table 4: Inpatient episodes of care; 2012/13 - England  

Patients who 
accessed inpatient 
services at least 
once Number of patients 

Number of 
completed Inpatient 

episodes of care 

Average number of 
completed Inpatient 

episodes of care 
per patient 

All patients 7,236,988 15,356,355 2.12 

Non-MH Service 
users 

6,688,300 13,765,631 2.06 

MH service users 548,688 1,590,724 2.90 

 

Individuals who accessed both mental health services and hospital outpatient services had 
an average of nearly seven outpatient appointments in 2012/13. This compares to an 
average of nearly five outpatient appointments for patients not accessing mental health 
services in 2012/13 (Table 5).  

 

Table 5: Outpatient Appointments, 2012/13 - England 

Patients who 
accessed 
outpatient services 
at least once Number of patients 

Number of 
Outpatient 

appointments 

Average number of 
Outpatient 

appointments per 
patient 

All patients 16,882,344 81,795,434 4.85 

Non-MH Service 
users  

15,894,987 75,091,251 4.72 

MH service users 987,357 6,704,183 6.79 
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Individuals who accessed both mental health services and A&E services in 2012/13 had an 
average of just under 2.5 A&E attendances each. This compares to an average of just under 
1.5 A&E attendance, for patients who did not also access mental health services in 2012/13 
(Table 6).  

 

Table 6: A&E Attendances, 2012/13 - England 

Patients who 
accessed A&E 
services at least 
once Number of patients 

Number of A&E 
Attendances 

Average number of 
A&E Attendances 

per patient 

All patients 8,885,277 13,824,243 1.56 

Non-MH Service 
users  

8,271,344 12,334,688 1.49 

MH service users 613,933 1,489,555 2.43 
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Understanding the data 

HES (Hospital Episode Statistics) 

What is Hospital Episode Statistics? 

HES is a data warehouse containing details of all admissions (episodes of care), outpatient 
appointments and A&E attendances at NHS hospitals in England, where these have been 
recorded by the provider. 

This data is collected during a patient's time at hospital and is submitted to allow hospitals to 
be paid for the care they deliver.  HES data is designed to enable secondary use, that is use 
for non-clinical purposes, of this administrative data. 

It is a records-based system that covers all NHS trusts in England, including acute hospitals, 
primary care trusts and mental health trusts. Strict statistical disclosure control in accordance 
with the HES protocol is applied to all published HES data. This suppresses small numbers 
to stop people identifying themselves and others, thereby ensuring patient confidentiality.  

Further information relating to the published HES datasets are available within the links 
below, users are also advised to read the accompanying HES data quality reports.  

HES Inpatients:  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-
Search?productid=9161&q=HES+inpatients&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=both#
top 

Data Quality report: http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB08288/hosp-epis-stat-admi-pati-
care-eng-11-12-qual.pdf  

HES Outpatients:  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-
Search?productid=10254&q=HES+outpatients&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=bot
h#top 

Data Quality report: http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB09379/hosp-outp-acti-11-12-
data-qual-rep.pdf 

HES Accident and Emergency:  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-
Search?productid=10477&q=HES+A%26E&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=2&area=both#t
op 

Data Quality report: http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB09624/acci-emer-atte-eng-2011-
12-dq.pdf  

 

 

 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=9161&q=HES+inpatients&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=both#top
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=9161&q=HES+inpatients&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=both#top
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=9161&q=HES+inpatients&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=both#top
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB08288/hosp-epis-stat-admi-pati-care-eng-11-12-qual.pdf
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB08288/hosp-epis-stat-admi-pati-care-eng-11-12-qual.pdf
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=10254&q=HES+outpatients&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=both#top
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=10254&q=HES+outpatients&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=both#top
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=10254&q=HES+outpatients&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=both#top
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB09379/hosp-outp-acti-11-12-data-qual-rep.pdf
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB09379/hosp-outp-acti-11-12-data-qual-rep.pdf
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=10477&q=HES+A%26E&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=2&area=both#top
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=10477&q=HES+A%26E&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=2&area=both#top
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=10477&q=HES+A%26E&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=2&area=both#top
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB09624/acci-emer-atte-eng-2011-12-dq.pdf
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB09624/acci-emer-atte-eng-2011-12-dq.pdf
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MHMDS (Mental Health Minimum Dataset) 

 

What is the Mental Health Minimum Data Set? 

The MHMDS is an approved NHS Information Standard that delivers information on people8   
in contact with specialist secondary mental health services that is: 

 robust  

 comprehensive  

 nationally consistent  

 comparable 
 

The MHMDS is unique in its coverage, because it covers not only services provided in 
hospitals, but also in outpatient clinics and in the community, where the majority of people in 
contact with these services are treated. It brings together key information from the mental 
health care pathway that has been captured on clinical systems as part of patient care. 
During processing, this information is compiled into a single patient record.  

Submission of MHMDS data is mandatory for NHS funded care, including independent 
sector providers.  However, coverage in relation to the Independent Sector Providers is not 
considered to be comprehensive or representative of the sector. 

Further information relating to the published MHMDS dataset is available within the following 
link; users are also advised to read the accompanying data quality report:  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-
Search?productid=8222&q=MHMDS&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=both#top 

Data Quality report: https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/mental-health/services/ment-
heal-bull-mhmds-anua-retu-2011-12/ment-heal-bull-mhmds-anua-retu-2011-12-DQ.pdf  

 

HES-MHMDS linkage 

What is the Hospital Episode Statistics and Mental Health Minimum Data Set linkage? 

Both HES and MHMDS have a person index which is used to identify individuals who access 
those services while keeping their personal details, such as date of birth, residential 
postcode etc. confidential.  For example, when new HES data for an event (such as an 
inpatient episode of care) is received, the individual’s personal details are checked against 
the existing index to find their HES ID, if no match is found a new ID is created for that 
individual.  

The linkage matches the MHMDS person index to the HES patient index using the 
individual’s NHS number, date of birth, gender, and postcode, which is stored in each of the 
indexes. It enables the linkage of all patients' mental health data going back to 2006/07 with 
the same patients' recorded interactions with secondary care services covering Inpatients, 
Outpatients and Accident & Emergency.  The two indexes are linked using a specific linkage 
algorithm in which MHMDS IDs are passed through the matching process in nine different 

                                            
8
 These are predominantly adults aged 18 or over 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=8222&q=MHMDS&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=both#top
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/2021/Website-Search?productid=8222&q=MHMDS&sort=Relevance&size=10&page=1&area=both#top
https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/mental-health/services/ment-heal-bull-mhmds-anua-retu-2011-12/ment-heal-bull-mhmds-anua-retu-2011-12-DQ.pdf
https://catalogue.ic.nhs.uk/publications/mental-health/services/ment-heal-bull-mhmds-anua-retu-2011-12/ment-heal-bull-mhmds-anua-retu-2011-12-DQ.pdf
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passes, each pass having different (less stringent) matching criteria. Each MHMDS ID which 
is matched to a HES ID is given a ‘match rank’ that indicates which pass of the algorithm it 
matched at. This match rank gives an indication of the confidence of the match. The output 
of this process is a table which contains linked MHMDS IDs and HES IDs and the match 
rank; this is referred to as the ‘bridging file’.  

Further information relating to the HES-MHMDS bridging file is available within the following 
link; users are also advised to read the accompanying data matching quality report:  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/hesmhmds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/hesmhmds
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Table 7: Data fields, sources and filter conditions 

Data Item Data source Condition 

HES Patient Identifier (HESID) 
Bridging File August 

2013 

 
MHMDS Person ID 

Bridging File August 
2013 

 

A&E Record Identifier (AEKEY) 

HES A & E 2012/13 

Provisional (M13) 

 

Arrival Age (ARRIVALAGE) 

HES A & E 2012/13 

Provisional (M13) 

NOT between 0 and 17 and 
NOT between 7000 and 

7007 (represents baby 
ages) 

HES Patient Identifier (HESID) 

HES A & E 2012/13 

Provisional (M13) 

 

Age at end of Episode (ENDAGE) 

HES Inpatients 
2012/13 – Provisional 

(M13) 

NOT between 0 and 17 and 
NOT between 7000 and 

7007 (represents baby 
ages) 

Episode Status (EPISTAT) 

HES Inpatients 
2012/13 – Provisional 

(M13) 

Equal to 3 (identifies 
finished 

consultant episodes 

HES Patient Identifier (HESID) 

HES Inpatients 
2012/13 – Provisional 

(M13)  

Inpatient Record Identifier (EPIKEY) 

HES Inpatients 
2012/13 – Provisional 

(M13) 

 

Patient Classification (CLASSPAT) 

HES Inpatients 
2012/13 – Provisional 

(M13) 

Equal to 1, 2 or 5 (this 
excludes regular day and 

regular night attenders) 

Appointment Age (APPTAGE) 

HES Outpatients 
2012/13 – Provisional 

(M13) 

NOT between 0 and 17 and 
NOT between 7000 and 

7007 (represents baby 
ages) 

HES Patient Identifier (HESID) 

HES Outpatients 
2012/13 – Provisional 

(M13) 

 
Outpatient Record Identifier 
(ATTENDKEY) 

HES Outpatients 
2012/13 – Provisional 

(M13) 

 MHMDS Person ID MHMDS 2012/13 

 Age at 31 March MHMDS 2012/13 Equal to or greater than 18 
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HES-MHMDS Linkage: Data Matching Quality (DMQ) Report 
for August 2013 

The match rank obtained from the HES-MHMDS linkage process identifies at which stage in 

the matching algorithm a record was matched.  As a general interpretation it can be 

considered that as a record is matching against more criteria in the earlier steps then these 

records may be regarded as a stronger match.  Therefore matching at Step 1 provides the 

greatest level of confidence that a MHMDS record has been correctly matched to a patient in 

HES. 

How the records are matched 

Step Records NHSNO DOB Gender Postcode  

1A 3,602,017  Exact Exact Exact Exact  

1B 125,028  Exact Exact  Exact  

2 358,318  Exact Exact Exact   

3 19,832  Exact Partial Exact Exact  

4 4,261  Exact Partial Exact   

5 4,478  Exact   Exact  

6 100,400   Exact Exact Exact 

where NHSNO does not 
contradict the match and 
DOB is not 1 January and 
the POSTCODE is not in 
the 'ignore' list 

7 11,909   Exact Exact Exact 
where NHSNO does not 
contradict the match and 
DOB is not 1 January 

8 21,805  Exact     

Total 
Matched 

4,248,048      
 

Unmatched 218,865      
If a record does not 
match by Step 8 it will be 
considered “unmatched”.   

Records 
Supplied 

4,463,346      
 

Match Rate 95.2%      

 
 

If a record does not match by Step 8 it will be considered “unmatched”. An unmatched record 

is one where either; 
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 The person identified in the mental health data set simply does not exist in the HES 

data set,  or  

 The person may exist in both data sets but it has not been possible to identify the 

match based on the underlying patient identifiers used for the matching exercise.  
 

Note: Additional Rules for Partial Matches on Date of Birth 

Stage 1 - Any two parts in the dates being compared must match.   

1. YEAR AND MONTH  

2. MONTH AND DAY 

3. YEAR AND DAY 

Stage 2 - Year must match, but the month/day can be switched around (because dates can 

often be mixed up when entered). 

4. YEAR AND MONTH/DAY 

5. YEAR AND DAY/MONTH 

Stage 3 - Month/day can be switched around.   

6. MONTH/DAY = DAY/MONTH   

If it passes on one of these six, it must also pass the 14 year check.  If the difference in years 

between the two dates is greater than 14 years, they will not match on this step.  Finally, the 

dates cannot be 1899-12-31 or 1901-01-01.   

 

Note: The HSCIC works with healthcare providers to notify them of any issues with their 

data and drive up coverage and quality.  However, there are occasions when data is 

incomplete or incorrect.  The HES Identifier and MHMDS Person Identifier generation 

processes use a wide variety of the patient information submitted by organisations to be as 

resilient as possible to such data quality problems and maximise the probability that patients 

who are the same are allocated to the same identifiers and patients who are different are 

given a new system derived identifier.  However, it is ultimately dependent on the quality of 

the data submitted by providers.  Certain data quality problems can cause the system to 

create new system derived identifiers for patients who already have a HES Identifier or 

MHMDS Person Identifier, resulting in multiple identifiers for some patients.  Conversely 

different patients may occasionally be allocated the same HES Identifier.  This means that 

there is a potential for duplication in the bridging file and that matches are potentially subject 

to change as fresh information about a patient is received. 

HES and MHMDS validation and derivation rules  

The HES Identifier is derived using a matching algorithm which looks at various 

combinations of the following patient identifiable fields;  

 NHS Number  

 Date of Birth 

 Sex  

 Postcode 

 Provider code  

 Local patient identifier.  



  

Copyright ©2013 Health and Social Care Information Centre V3.0 300413  

 

The information from a hospital episode activity record is only added to this index if there are 

sufficient valid data items to create a match.  There are a set of validation rules for each field 

to ensure only valid and high quality entries are used.  If an activity record includes enough 

information to attempt a match, but no match is found, a new HES Identifier is created and 

the record details are added to the Patient HES Identifier Index.  

For example, if in 2006 a particular patient had a HES ID = 123456 then all their episodes 

would have that HES ID.  If, in 2010 the HES ID algorithm identified that patient as being 

someone else and changed the HES ID to 365875 then all future episodes would be labelled 

with 365875.  The old_new_HESID lookup file is provided so that it can be recognised that 

the record 365875 was previously record 123456.  Find out more about the creation of HES 

Identifiers including the validation rules for each field and the matching algorithm under the 

heading HES Patient ID.  

The MHMDS Person Index is derived using a number of data items when matching a record 

for a person against the centrally held index.  These are;  

 NHS number  

 Date of birth  

 Full postcode  

 Local patient identifier.   

In order to protect the quality of the data in this index, the submission validation rejects 

invalid or default NHS numbers and only accepts fully validated UK residential postcodes. 

Date of birth is a mandatory field and the value has to generate a plausible age.  The quality 

of these three items is therefore good.   

Routine data quality reports published by the HSCIC show the proportion of records where 

NHS number and postcode were present.  The submission process checks for duplicate 

local patient identifiers in the master patient index table for each data provider and will reject 

the submission if there are duplicates present, but this is the only validation that is applied to 

this data item.  Gender is not an item that is used to match records to the MHMDS person 

index but it has been supplied separately for the HES-MHMDS data linkage.  In this case, 

the most recent gender value received for each person has been used to supplement the 

linkage from MHMDS data. 

 

  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/1825/The-processing-cycle-and-HES-data-quality
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/1825/The-processing-cycle-and-HES-data-quality
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/calendar
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Contact us 
 

We would welcome and be happy to receive questions and/or comments relating to this new 
experimental statistical output. 

In addition, users are encouraged to suggest areas of interest which could be considered 
and published in the future. 

 

 

Please use “HES – MHMDS Data Linkage Report” in the subject line of any feedback via 
email. 

 

Head Office 

Health and Social Care Information Centre 

1 Trevelyan Square 

Boar Lane 

Leeds 

LS1 6AE 

 

Telephone  0845 300 6016  

Email  enquiries@hscic.gov.uk  
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