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HES 2012-13
1
 Inpatient Data Quality Note 

 

The data quality note will be updated in the event of issues arising post-publication. A 
summary of changes made will appear in the table below. 

Version control 

Date Summary of Update 

05/11/2013 2012-13 Inpatient Data Quality Note published 

 

The following issues have been identified in the 2012-13 data: 

 

Augmented care periods / Critical care data 

The augmented care period data has been replaced by the critical care dataset.  

Impact: the coverage and quality of the augmented care period data within HES is uncertain. 
The fields have been removed as a result. 

Adult critical care data for 2008-09, 2009-10, 2010-11 and 2011-12 are available and 
information can be accessed on the HSCIC website 

 

Age at CDS Activity Date / Age on Admission 

There are unusually high counts in both fields for the values ‘8’ and ‘9’ which do not 
correspond with HES-derived age fields such as ‘Age at End of Episode’. This is due to 
technical issues when providers submit data.  Work is underway to try to resolve this issue 
and the fields will be made available when they are of sufficient quality. 

Impact: These fields have been removed until the issue has been resolved. 

 

Age fields 

Please note that due to some hospital systems using either ‘01/01/1900’ or ‘01/01/1901’ as a 
default date of birth, there are a high number of records that contain age fields with values of 
‘112’ or ‘113’ 

Impact: These field values should be interpreted with caution. 

  

                                            
1  Data submitted to SUS by 22 May 2013. 
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Delivery place type (actual) 

There are many episodes recorded for the field ‘delivery place type (actual)’ with a value of 
‘1’ (a domestic address) when the field ‘episode type’ is ‘2’ or ‘3’ (delivery or birth). It is 
unclear which field has been incorrectly recorded and so we urge caution when analysing 
these two conditions together.  This is due to issues with local systems at a number of 
providers. 

Impact: This field’s data should therefore be interpreted with caution. 

 

Diagnosis fields 

ICD-10 codes: codes no longer included for ICD-10 4th Edition 

ICD-10 4th Edition has been introduced into HES for the 2012-13 data year.  Amongst the 
changes in the 4th Edition are a number of codes that are no longer used.   

It has been decided to retain these retired codes for data analysis rather than set them to 
code R69X (Unknown and unspecified causes of morbidity) while Providers adjust to the 
transition of submitting the 4th Edition codes. 

This will continue to be reviewed until it is decided that these codes no longer need to be 
shown.  The retired codes are listed in the table below: 

 

ICD-10 codes retired for ICD-10 4th Edition 

Code Description in HES 2012-13 

A09X 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Diarrhoea and gastroenteritis of 
presumed infectious origin 

C80X 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Malignant neoplasm without 
specification of site 

C832 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Mixed small and large cell (diffuse)   

C834 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Immunoblastic (diffuse)       

C836 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Undifferentiated (diffuse)       

C842 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: T-zone lymphoma       

C843 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Lymphoepithelioid lymphoma       

C850 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Lymphosarcoma        

C881 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Alpha heavy chain disease     

C912 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Subacute lymphocytic leukaemia      

C932 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Subacute monocytic leukaemia      

C941 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Chronic erythraemia       

C945 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Acute myelofibrosis       

C952 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Subacute leukaemia of unspecified 
cell type   

C961 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Malignant histiocytosis       
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C963 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: TRUE histiocytic lymphoma      

D463 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Refractory anaemia with excess of 
blasts with transformation 

D752 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Essential thrombocytosis       

D760 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Langerhans’ cell histiocytosis, not 
elsewhere classified   

H547 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Unspecified visual loss      

K350 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Acute appendicitis with generalized 
peritonitis    

K351 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Acute appendicitis with peritoneal 
abscess 

K359 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Acute appendicitis, unspecified 

K511 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Ulcerative (chronic) ileocolitis 

K85X Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Acute pancreatitis 

L89X Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Decubitus ulcer 

M723 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Nodular fasciitis 

M725 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Fasciitis, not elsewhere classified 

N180 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: End stage renal disease     

N188 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Other chronic renal failure 

O60X Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Preterm delivery 

O96X 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Death obst cse occur more 42 day 
less than one yr aft deliv 

O97X 
Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Death from sequelae of direct 
obstetric causes 

Q314 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Congenital laryngeal stridor 

Q356 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Cleft palate, medial 

R500 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Fever with chills 

R501 Retired ICD-10 code - not valid in 4th Edition: Persistent fever 
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Birth record postcodes  
 
All ‘Birth’ (episode type is 3) or ‘Other Birth’ (episode type is 6) records submitted have blank 
postcodes. This is a technical issue with the HES extraction process from SUS due to 
changes introduced for CDS 6. 
 
Impact - Postcode is used to determine geographical information along residential lines. 
Without it the only residential fields that can be derived are ‘Current’ and ‘Historic’ ‘PCT of 
residence’, ‘Current’ and ‘Historic’ ‘StHA of residence’, ‘Health Authority of Residence’, 
‘Regional Office of residence’, and ‘Government office of the regions’. It will not be possible 
to derive any information of any other  
residential information – output areas, indices of multiple deprivation, electoral authority.  
 
Furthermore, postcode can be used to help determine ‘PCT of Responsibility’ – as such the 
quality of this field will be affected. Caution is advised when viewing any geographical data 
for birth records.  
 
There are some ‘Birth’ Episodes that do have postcodes.  These are as a result of Autoclean 
Rule 150 which checks if a ‘Birth’ episode has incorrectly been submitted as a different 
episode type. To see more details on Autoclean Rule 150, please go to the HES Data 
Quality Page on the HSCIC website: 
 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/1825/The-processing-cycle-and-HES-data-quality  
 
This issue should be rectified for the 2013-14 data year. 
 

 
  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/1825/The-processing-cycle-and-HES-data-quality
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Extract date not consistent across all providers.  
 
The majority of the 2012-13 data reflects interchanges submitted to SUS before 5pm on the 
22 May 2013. 
 
Some data for the following organisations was extracted from SUS on the 19 June 2013: 
 

Organisations with data extracted on  2013 

Organisation name 
Org. 
code 

Months 
affected 

Partially by 
submission 

Months 
affected 
Fully by 

submission 

Aspen - Holly House Hospital NYW01  Sep 

Pain Management Solutions (Oaks Park) NY601  Feb, Mar 

St George's Healthcare NHS Trust RJ7  Feb 

University Hospital of South Manchester NHS 
Foundation Trust 

RM2 
May, Feb, 

Mar 
 

 

Known provider issues:  
 
 
Coverage issues 
 

The following organisations have shortfalls; their data should be interpreted with caution. 
 

Organisations with shortfalls / missing data 

Organisation name 
Org. 
code 

Months 
affected 

Approx. total 
no. of 

records 
missing 

Birmingham Community Healthcare NHS 
Trust 

RYW 
Jul, Feb - 

Mar 
800 

Hounslow and Richmond Community 
Healthcare NHS Trust 

RY9 Apr 30 

Launceston General Hospital NLL04 Nov, Mar 40 

Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust RX1 Feb 13,000 

Pennine Care NHS Foundation Trust RT2 Mar 300 

Spamedica (Manchester) NPG01 Feb - Mar 100 

Your Healthcare (Hollyfield House) NNV01 Jan 40 
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Known provider issues: 

 

Gestation Length 
 

South London Healthcare NHS Trust (RYQ) 
Luton and Dunstable Hospital NHS Foundation Trust (RC9) 
 
South London Healthcare Trust (RYQ) have unusually high counts in the field ‘Gestation 
length’ (Gestat1) for low gestation length values. This is due to an issue with generation of 
fields for submission to SUS / HES. 
 
Luton and Dunstable Hospital NHS Foundation Trust (RC9) has unusually high counts in the 
field ‘Gestation length’ (Gestat1) for low gestation length values.  This is as a result of this 
data being converted into values representing days rather weeks in the submission process. 
 
Impact: Caution is advised when using the fields from these trusts. 
 

Sextuplets / Nontuplets   
 

Airedale NHS Foundation Trust (RCF) 
Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (RAE) 
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital NHS Foundation Trust (RQM) 
East and North Hertfordshire NHS Trust (RWH 
 
The above providers have large numbers of delivery records containing spurious birth tails 
due to a system faults. Instead of the one or two delivery tails that should be attached to the 
delivery record, typically 6 or 9 delivery tails are present. Birth records are not affected. 
 
Impact: For these organisations, a large number of delivery records incorrectly representing 
high order multiple births are present in the data. 
 
Caution is advised when using the above records. 
 


