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Background 

These annual reports present a range of information on drug misuse among both adults and children 
from a variety of sources, including previously published information from reports such as the 
Smoking Drinking and Drug use among Young People in England and the Crime Survey for England 
and Wales (CSEW, formerly the British Crime Survey)1 as well as including previously unreported 
information taken from the Hospital Episode Statistics database which is managed by the Health and 
Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC).  

 

Areas covered in the report include prevalence and frequency of drug taking, drug dependence, 
hospital admissions, drug related deaths and information relating to the number of people receiving 
treatment for drug misuse. The report focuses on England only where possible but also presents 
some national and international comparisons. 

 

Data Collection and Burden 

There is minimum burden placed on data providers. Hospital Episode Statistics (HES) data is already 
collected by the HSCIC whilst all other sources are already published. 

 

Timeliness 

This compendia report is published annually and presents or signposts to the most up to date information 
available from drug related sources.  

 

Accessibility 

The report is published online and is available free of charge with accompanying Excel tables (in .xls and .csv 
format) covering data presented in the Health Outcomes chapter (Chapter 3).  

 

Confidentiality 

No personal/individual level information is contained in the report. 

 

Accuracy 

Most of the sources referred to in this publication are National Statistics. However, some of the 
statistics referred to in this publication are not National Statistics and are included here to provide a 
fuller picture; some of these are Official Statistics, whilst others are neither National Statistics nor 
Official Statistics. Those which are Official Statistics should still conform to the Code of Practice for 

                                            
1
 From 1 April 2012, the British Crime Survey was renamed the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) to better 

reflect its geographical coverage. 
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Official Statistics, although this is not a statutory requirement. Those that are neither National 
Statistics nor Official Statistics may not conform to the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. 

 

Most of the information in this report is previously published. The sources of the information are 
trusted sources; the majority being National or Official Statistics.  

 

The Lifestyles team work closely with the Hospital Episode Statistics (HES) team to ensure accuracy 
of the HES data produced for this report.  

 

HES figures are available from 1989-90 onwards. The quality and coverage of the data have 
improved over time. These improvements in information submitted by the NHS have been particularly 
marked in the earlier years and need to be borne in mind when analysing time series. Some of the 
increase in figures for later years (particularly 2006-07 onwards) may be due to the improvement in 
the coverage of independent sector activity. Changes in NHS practice also need to be borne in mind 
when analysing time series. This may be particularly relevant for admissions with a primary or 
secondary diagnosis where some of the increases may be attributable to changes in recording 
practice.  

 

Comparability 

The 2006 - 2012 compendia reports were also published by the Health and Social Care Information 
Centre can be found at: 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/1165/Search-
catalogue?q=title:"Statistics+on+Drug+Misuse"&area=&size=10&sort=RelevanceDesc 

 

Previous editions of this report were published by the Department of Health.  Information about their 
statistics and surveys is available on the Department of Health’s website at:   

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130107105354/http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/He
althimprovement/Drugmisuse/index.htm 
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