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Introduction 

This quarterly report publishes data relating to the activity of NHS Continuing Healthcare 
(NHS CHC) in England. These data are published as ‘experimental statistics’, which are 
official statistics undergoing evaluation. They are published in order to involve users and 
stakeholders in their development and as a means to build in quality in line with the UK 
Statistics Authority Code of Practice for Official Statistics1.  

In collecting these data, and publishing this report, the Health and Social Care Information 
Centre (HSCIC) has worked with stakeholders at the Department of Health and NHS 
England, to ensure that the data are presented in the appropriate context and can be 
interpreted accurately by a range of users.  

The report provides data relating to the second quarter of 2013/14 with respect to the 
number of patients eligible for NHS Continuing Healthcare in England as at the end of the 
second quarter of 2013/14. Data will be published on a quarterly basis. 

In light of the data quality issues associated with the data (see Data Quality 
Statement), data published are subject to revision, and incorporate any revisions 
submitted by CCGs up to and including 7 January 2014. Any revisions submitted after 
this date will be reflected in future reports. 

No revisions to first quarter data (published on 22 November 2013) have been made in 
this publication.  

 

NHS Continuing Healthcare 

‘NHS Continuing Healthcare’ is a package of care (outside hospital) arranged and funded 
solely by the NHS where the individual has been found to have a ‘primary health need’ as 
set out in the National Framework for NHS Continuing Healthcare and NHS-funded Nursing 
Care. Such care is provided to an individual aged 18 or over, to meet needs that have arisen 
as a result of disability, accident or illness.  

NHS CHC can be provided in range of settings including a care home, hospice or a person’s 
own home. 

 

  

                                            
1
 http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/ 

http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/
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Key Facts 

Data for the second quarter of 2013/14 are the second to be collected under the new NHS 
structural arrangements. Due to the technical challenges of migrating previously PCT-based 
systems and data to CCGs, much of the data collected for this quarter represent an estimate 
of actual activity. These data may be subject to revision in subsequent reports. There were 
no revisions of quarter 1 data at the time of collecting data for quarter 2. 

As at the end of the second quarter of 2013/14 

 59 thousand patients were eligible for NHS Continuing Healthcare (NHS CHC).  

 This equates to 52.7 patients per 50 thousand weighted population. 

 The number of patients eligible at the end of the second quarter has increased 
compared with those eligible at the end of the first quarter. While some of this change 
may represent a real increase, it is also likely that some of the increase can be 
attributed to improved data quality. 

 22 thousand patients were newly eligible for NHS CHC in this quarter, equating to 
19.5 patients per 50 thousand weighted population. 

 In this second quarter under the new NHS arrangements some of the data from CCGs 
will have been produced as estimates of activity, as local organisations are in the 
process of transitioning their systems to the new arrangements.  

 

Notes 

The National Framework for NHS Continuing Healthcare and NHS Funded Nursing Care2 
was introduced in England in 2007. Data are collected quarterly by the HSCIC. Previously 
these datasets were released by the Department of Health3, but since April 2013 the HSCIC 
has taken responsibility for the release of these data as official statistics, initially as 
experimental statistics. 

 

Any comments 

We welcome any feedback on this report and any suggestions for future reports. Feedback 
is particularly important given this report’s status as ‘experimental statistics’.  

Comments can be submitted via email to enquiries@hscic.gov.uk or telephone on 0845 
3006016. 

  

                                            
2
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-nhs-continuing-healthcare-and-nhs-funded-nursing-

care 
3
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-continuing-healthcare 

mailto:enquiries@hscic.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-nhs-continuing-healthcare-and-nhs-funded-nursing-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-nhs-continuing-healthcare-and-nhs-funded-nursing-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-continuing-healthcare
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NHS Continuing Healthcare 

Measures of activity 
The datasets accompanying this summary section provide information on the number of 
patients eligible for NHS Continuing Healthcare funding.  

There are two key measures associated with these data; 

 

 Number of patients newly eligible during the quarter, this is a unique count of 
new patients granted eligibility during the quarter.  

 Number of patients eligible as at the end of the quarter (“snapshot activity”), 
this is a unique count of patients eligible for NHS CHC on the last date of the 
reporting quarter. 

 

For some organisations, the number of newly eligible patients in a quarter may be higher 
than the number of patients eligible at the end of the quarter. This can be the result of a high 
number of ‘fast track’ applications becoming eligible and then no longer eligible during the 
same quarter. It is usual for fast tracks to be funded for a short period as they are for urgent, 
end-of-life care. 

 

Population based measures 

Total patients eligible for both newly eligible patients and snapshot activity are provided per 
50 thousand weighted population.  

 Weighted populations are produced by NHS England and form part of the method 
which determines the target share of resources for each NHS area.  

Under the weighted capitation formula, an area’s target share of the available resources are 
based on their share of the England population, with the share adjusted, or weighted, to 
account for their population’s needs for health services relative to those of other areas.  

The weighted populations for 2013/14 are available from the NHS England website at 
http://www.england.nhs.uk/2013/08/15/rev-all-wrkshp/. 

Further information on the weighted populations and the weighted capitation formula are 
available in the DH publication Resource Allocation: Weighted Capitation Formula, Seventh 
Edition4 

Using figures per 50 thousand weighted population in this report contributes to monitoring to 
ensure consistency in decision making for NHS Continuing Healthcare.  

The population based measure attempts to show some of the differences in local 
demographics. They are put together using a large number of different weightings across 
primary, acute and prescribing areas; therefore not all weightings will be specifically relevant 
to NHS CHC but they give a general indication of which CCGs may have higher general 
needs.  

                                            
4
 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/216320/dh_124947.pdf  

http://www.england.nhs.uk/2013/08/15/rev-all-wrkshp/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/216320/dh_124947.pdf
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Data Quality Statement 
These data are collected directly from CCGs. Previously these data were collected from 
Primary Care Trusts (PCTs). The local administrative information systems which handle 
CHC records were implemented by PCTs to handle their local data, and provide data to 
report to the Department of Health (DH). When the NHS re-structure was implemented in 
April 2013, CHC records were held on a PCT basis, and there has been significant workload 
in transferring these systems and data to the new structural arrangements. Therefore, some 
of the data submitted by CCGs in this second quarter represents an estimate of activity. The 
accuracy of these data is expected to improve over time, but these constraints should be 
considered particularly when interpreting sub-national level data and individual CCGs trends 
over the course of 2013/14. 

Accuracy 

Data are collected from Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs), based on data extracted 
from local systems. In the second quarter of 2013/14 some of the data represent estimates 
of activity, as CCGs transition former PCT based systems to the new organisations. These 
data are published subject to revision and incorporate any revisions submitted by CCGs up 
to and including 7 January 2014. Any revisions submitted after this date will be included in 
future reports. There were no revisions of quarter 1 data at the time of collecting data for 
quarter 2. 

Relevance 

Clinical Commissioning Groups have a legal responsibility to provide care to those with a 
primary health need meeting the eligibility criteria set out in the National Framework for NHS 
CHC. NHS Continuing Healthcare is an important area of care to many individuals and their 
families. 

Timeliness and Punctuality 

Published quarterly, 3 months after the end of the relevant period.  

Coherence and Comparability 

Previously, PCT based datasets were released by the Department of Health5. Data are now 
collected from CCGs, and due to the estimated nature of quarter 2 data and the estimations 
involved in mapping PCT based data to CCGs such comparisons may be misleading.  

Accessibility and Clarity 

All data are accessible via the HSCIC website in Excel format at sub-national level. 

Performance, Cost and Respondent Burden 

Data collected by HSCIC from CCG. This is a ROCR6-approved manual collection from CCG 
local systems, though systems do enable some automated extractions of the required data. 

Confidentiality, Transparency and Security 

This publication is subject to a standard HSCIC risk assessment prior to issue. These data 
are aggregate numbers of patients presented at CCG level, so no disclosure control is 
required. 

                                            
5
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-continuing-healthcare 

6
 http://www.hscic.gov.uk/rocr  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-continuing-healthcare
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/rocr
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List of Annexes  

The annexes that accompany this report are available at 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/conthealactq21314   

 

Annex 1 – Report tables and subnational data (Excel workbook) 

 

 

 

Uses and Usage of these data 

Clinical Commissioning Groups have a legal responsibility to provide care to those with a 
primary health need meeting the eligibility criteria set out in the National Framework for NHS 
CHC7. This publication informs the Department of Health (DH), NHS England and Clinical 
Commissioning Groups, and allows them to monitor that access to assessment, care 
provision and support is consistent. 

The data are used to monitor the impact of the National Framework and inform policy 
developments in this area. The data also allow commissioning organisations to benchmark 
their activity with others, and ensure that implementation of the National Framework is 
consistent and correct.  

The HSCIC has engaged with representatives from the Department of Health and NHS 
England in developing this report, to ensure that it meets the needs of its potential users.  

 

Other Publications 

A full list of Health and Social Care Information Centre reports on primary care and 
community care can be found on the HSCIC website at 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/supportandguidance 

                                            
7
  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-nhs-continuing-healthcare-and-nhs-

funded-nursing-care 

Table number Title

1.1

1.2 NHS Continuing Healthcare, patients eligible at the quarter end, per 50 thousand weighted population, by 

Region, AT and CCG.

NHS Continuing Healthcare, patients newly eligible in the quarter, per 50 thousand weighted population, by 

Region, AT and CCG.

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/conthealactq21314
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/supportandguidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-nhs-continuing-healthcare-and-nhs-funded-nursing-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-framework-for-nhs-continuing-healthcare-and-nhs-funded-nursing-care
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