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Executive Summary  
This is the second special feature to be released as part of the monthly Mental Health Minimum Dataset 
(MHMDS) publication. The previous special feature focused on people under the age of 18 on adult wards1.  
We plan to produce future special features where there is significant interest in a particular topic; users are 
therefore advised to Contact us to discuss potential future special topics.  

This report presents new information about uses of the Mental Health Act (The Act) in adult mental health 
services in England in 2012-13. The analysis supplements the national statistics2 published in October 
2013, providing additional demographic detail, as well as rates of detention and rates of short term orders 
for different groups of people and parts of the country.  

Key Findings  

In adult mental health services in 2012-13:  

 

 The rate of detention was 74.8 people per 100,000 of the population, or approximately one 
person in 1,300 people. 

 

 The rate of short term orders was 40.2 people per 100,000 of the population, or 
approximately one in 2,500 people.   

 

 The rate of detention was highest for the 75 and over age group at 99.0 people per 100,000 
of the population, the highest for any adult age group. 

 

 The rate of short term orders was highest for the 25-34 year age group at 58.1 people per 
100,000 of the population. 

 

 The rate of detention for people from the Black and Black British ethnic group, 250.3 people 
per 100,000 of the population, was around 3 times higher than for the White ethnic group 
(62.9 per 100,000 of the population). 

 

 13.4% of people who were subject to a detention were detained more than once in the year. 
 

 16.8% of people who were subject to a short term order had more than one short term order 
in the year. 

 

 There were wide variations in the use of short term orders and detentions across CCGs, 
although these rates are particularly susceptible to variations in the quality of locally 
submitted data. 

 
Mental health services are not the only healthcare settings where the Mental Health Act is used and so the 
figures in this special feature do not provide comprehensive coverage.  The report includes some 
comparative figures from other data sources to highlight areas of variation and to inform interpretation.  
These suggest that the MHMDS figures represent 70-75% of detentions and short term orders that occurred 
under the Mental Health Act in 2012/13. 

  

                                            
1
 http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13697  

2
 National Statistics publication; Inpatients formally detained in hospitals under the Mental Health Act 1983, and patients subject 

to supervised community treatment - http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB12745 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13697
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB12745
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Introduction 
Content of this publication 

This is the second special feature produced alongside the monthly MHMDS report. This special feature and 
others in future aim to provide further data and analysis to support a growth of interest in a particular topic in 
mental health. These special features are in addition to the monthly reports on specific measures that have 
been reported throughout the year and our annual bulletin. 

The content of this release comprises: 

 Analysis of the data and demographic breakdowns 

 Comparative figures from another data source and a commentary on this 

 The data behind the charts and tables, which is provided as an excel document. 

 This release can be found at: http://www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/mhmdsfeb14   

The analysis focuses on detentions and short term orders that occurred in adult mental health services 
during 2012/13. The definitions are those used in the National Statistics publication (Tables 1, 2, 5 and 7, 
specifically) and some comparative figures are presented in Tables 1 and 2 of the supporting spreadsheet 
file.  Although this special feature does not cover the full range of uses of the Mental Health Act included in 
the National Statistics publication, detentions and short term orders are the main uses of the Act that involve 
a deprivation of liberty and are the focus of this report. (In some cases in the report where both detentions 
and short term orders are referred to they are described as an incident, for purposes of presentation). 

The count of detentions includes compulsory admissions to hospital under Part 11 and Part 111 of the 
Mental Health Act (including detentions subsequent to admission to hospital) and detentions following a 
place of safety order or revocation of a Community Treatment Order.   

The count of short term orders include emergency admissions under Part11, section 4, holding orders under 
section 5(2) and 5(4), place of safety orders and recalls of Community Treatment Orders.  

MHMDS is a patient level dataset and so this new analysis not only reports on the number of incidents 
(detentions and short term orders) but the number of people to whom these applied.  One person could be 
subject to a detention or a short term order more than once in the year or be subject to both.  The analysis 
below differentiates between uses of the Mental Health Act (‘incidents’) and the people to whom these 
applied (‘people’).   

The MHMDS is a regular mandatory return of data generated in the course of delivering services to patients 
by providers of adult secondary mental health services in England. As such it primarily captures data for 
adults over 18 years of age.  Uses of the Mental Health Act in mental health services for children and young 
people are therefore not included in this report. 

This report analyses data from MHMDS 2012/13 and as such concentrates on the over 18 age group. 
However a small number of under 18s will be present in the dataset, where they are being treated in adults 
services.   

These young people account for a small proportion of detentions and short term orders in this analysis:   

 71 (0.2%) for detentions and 157 (0.9%) for short term orders.   

 

 

  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/mhmdsfeb14
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Background to this special feature 

This special feature supplements the National Statistics report about uses of the Mental Health Act in 
hospitals that are published by HSCIC in the annual report: Inpatients formally detained in hospitals under 

the Mental Health Act 1983, and patients subject to supervised community treatment
3
.  It provides analysis 

of information about uses of the Mental Health Act from information submitted in the MHMDS. 

The National Statistics publication is the official source of information for monitoring uses of the Mental 
Health Act and its data source is the KP90 collection, an annual aggregate return by healthcare providers, 
introduced in 1996/97.   

However, information about the legal status of patients that could support similar analysis has also been 
included in the Mental Health Minimum Dataset (MHMDS) since 2011/12.  (MHMDS is a monthly patient 
return of administrative data, submitted by NHS funded providers of secondary mental health services for 
adults, including older people).  Using MHMDS as the data source for these statistics has the potential both 
to reduce the burden of data collection on the NHS, as well as providing richer information to monitor and 
understand how the Mental Health Act is being used in health services. 

On this basis, the government’s Consultation Response to the Fundamental Review of Data Returns4, made 
a recommendation in relation to these statistics to ‘discontinue the current data source (the KP90 form) and 
replace it with data derived from the Mental Health Minimum Dataset (MHMDS) version 4….. if results from 
the parallel run are sufficiently consistent.’   

In order to fulfil this aspiration the HSCIC is developing parallel analysis from MHMDS and some of these 
were included as experimental statistics in the 2013 release.  The current special feature shows further 
progress towards producing the full set of National Statistics, as well as introducing some new measures 
using the richer source of administrative data from MHMDS. 

HSCIC undertook a consultation on the National Statistics publication in 2012
5
 and feedback from users, as 

well as an ongoing programme of engagement with experts and data suppliers, will help us to continue to 
develop and refine analysis of the data to produce information that is meaningful to patients and clinicians 
when making decisions about care. 

For further information about the uses of the Mental Health Act that are described further within the National 
Statistics publication, see the Appendix on page 31 of that report. 

 

 

  

                                            
3
 http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB12745  

4
 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/170873/FDR_cons_response_v0_23_clean.pdf   

5
 http://www.hscic.gov.uk/MentalHealthAct_stats_consultation 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB12745
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/170873/FDR_cons_response_v0_23_clean.pdf
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Findings 
This special feature is in response to user demand for additional information relating to uses of the Mental 
Health Act with requests being received in the form of Parliamentary Questions (PQs), from journalists and 
Freedom of Information (FoI) requests.  It is also designed to demonstrate how MHMDS could be used as 
the data source for official statistics on uses of the Mental Health Act in future, thereby reducing the burden 
of data collection on the NHS.  

This special feature makes the information accessible to all and gives us the opportunity to present the data 
in much more detail with commentary, and most importantly, alongside other data to add much needed 
context. 

Table 1 below shows summary figures for both detentions and short term orders. There were 36,129 
detentions in adult mental health services recorded in MHMDS and 21,107 short term orders.  Equivalent 
measures are reported each year in the National Statistics publication.   

New analysis from MHMDS shows the number of people who were subject to these detentions and short 
term orders.   31,168 people were subject to a detention, whilst 16,747 people were subject to a short term 
order.  Comparing this to the Census population (for people aged 18 or over) this equates to 74.8 people per 
100,000 of the population for detentions and 40.2 people per 100,000 of the population for short term 

orders.  Most people have only one incident
6
; 86.6% of people for detentions and 83.2% of people for short 

term orders.  

There will be overlap between the number of people who were detained and the number subject to a short 
term order as a short term order may lead to a detention.   Analysis of the underlying data shows there are 
38,994 distinct people when combining the short term orders and detentions. 

 

Table 1: Summary information about detentions and short term orders; 2012-13  

 

Detentions 
Short term 

orders 

Number of incidents  36,129 21,107 

Number of distinct people 31,168 16,747 

Average number of incidents per person 1.16 1.26 

Number of people with 1 incident 26,976 13,932 

Number of people with 2 incidents 3,608 1,990 

Number of people 3 or more 584 825 

% percentage with more than one incident 13.4% 16.8% 

Number of people per 100,000 of the over 18s population 74.8 40.2 

Data source: Tables 1, 2 and 4 of supporting document 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
6
 The term incident is used to apply to either a detention or a short term order for purposes of presentation. 
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Chart 1: Frequency of detentions and short term orders; 2012-13  

 

Data source: Table 4 of supporting document 

 

Chart 1 shows that most people were only detained or subject to a short term order once in the year.  86.6% 
of people who were detained were detained once in the year, and 83.2% of people who were subject to a 
short term order only had one in the year. 

Conversely, 13.4% of people who were subject to a detention were detained more than once in the year and 
16.8% who were subject to a short term order had more than one in the year. 

Fewer people were subject to 3 or more incidents: 4.9% of people who experienced a short term order did 
so on 3 or more occasions, whereas 1.9% of people who were detained in the year were detained 3 or more 
times. 

 

 

  



Monthly MHMDS Report: 
A special feature- Mental Health Act  

 
Copyright © 2014, Health and Social Care Information Centre. All rights reserved. 9 

Demographics – Gender 

 

Table 2: Number of people subject to detentions and short term orders by gender, 2012-13  

Gender Detentions Short term orders 
Census over 18s 

population 

Male 16,294  9,376  20,262,822  

Female 14,785  7,307  21,412,674  

Unknown 89 64  

Total 31,168 16,747 41,675,4967  

 

52.4% of people who were subject to a detention were male and 56.2% of people who were subject to a 
short term order were male. This is in contrast to the general England (over 18s) population where males 
account for 48.6% of the population.  

Chart 2 shows this data as a crude rate per 100,000 of the population.  80.4 males per 100,000 of the 
population (or around 1 in every 1,250 males) and 69.0 females per 100,000 of the population (or around 1 
in every 1,450 females) were subject to a detention in the year.   

For short term orders this is lower at 46.3 per 100,000 of the population for males and 34.1 per 100,000 of 
the population for females.  

 

Chart 2: Number of people subject to detentions and short term orders by gender (per 
100,000 of the population); 2012-13  

 

Data source: Table 5 of supporting document  

 

 

 

                                            
7
 www.nomisweb.co.uk – 2011 Census  

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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Chart 3: Frequency of detentions and short term orders per person by gender; 2012-13  

 

Data source: Table 5 of supporting document  

 

The frequency of detentions and short term orders in the year (for those people subject to these) was 1.16 
detentions per person and 1.26 short term orders per person.   

Women had slightly higher frequency of incidents per person at 1.17 for detentions and 1.30 short term 
orders.   

The figures suggest that in the general population males are more likely to be detained or subject to a short 
term order than females, but amongst the population that experiences detention or a short term order, 
females have a slightly higher frequency of incidents. 
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Demographics – Age 

 

Under 18s have been removed from this analysis as MHMDS primarily covers adult services.  These 
removals account for a small proportion of the data, 71 (0.2%) removed from detentions and 157 (0.9%) 
removed from short term orders. 

 

Chart 4: Number of people subject to detentions and short term orders by age group; 2012-
13  

 

Data source: Table 6 of supporting document  

A breakdown by age group of the number of people who were subject to a detention or short term orders 
shows that for both categories of use, the age group 25 to 34 contained the highest number of people.  

Broadly speaking, the number of people receiving short term orders falls with each age group as the age 
increases, whilst detentions follow a similar trend with the exception of the 75 and over age group. 

Chart 5 shows age group categories as a crude rate per 100,000 of the population.  The 25-34 year old age 
group was still the highest for short term orders at 58.1 people per 100,000 of the population.  The overall 
rate for short term orders was 40.2 people per 100,000 of the population. 

However, the rate for detentions was highest in the 75 and over age group at 99.0 people per 100,000 of the 
population, or approximately one in every thousand people.  The rate for all people detained was 74.8 
people per 100,000 of the population. 
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Chart 5: Number of people subject to detentions and short term orders by age group (per 
100,000 of the population); 2012-13  

 

Data source: Table 6 of supporting document  

 

A person can be subject to a detention or a short term order more than once in the year and can also be 
subject to both.  The average number of incidents per person was 1.16 for detentions and 1.26 for short 
term orders. 

Table 3 shows the frequency of detentions and short term orders per person (for those people subject to 
these) by age group.  This shows that for both detentions and short term orders the average per person is 
slightly higher in the younger age groups and falls with age. 

 

Table 3: Frequency of incidents per person by detentions and short term orders by age 
group; 2012-13  

Age 
Detention - incidents per 

person 
Short term orders - 

Incidents per person 

18 to 24 1.19 1.32 

25 to 34 1.19 1.29 

35 to 44 1.17 1.27 

45 to 54 1.17 1.25 

55 to 64 1.16 1.22 

65 to 74 1.13 1.13 

75 and over 1.09 1.09 

Overall average 1.16 1.26 
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Demographics - Ethnicity 

 

Ethnicity is not always recorded, unknown ethnicity accounts for 5.1% of people subject to detention and 
7.0% of people subject to short term orders.  These people have been removed from the analysis on 
ethnicity.  

Chart 6: Number of people subject to incidents by detentions and short term orders by 
ethnic group (per 100,000 of the population8); 2012-13  

 

Data source: Table 7 of supporting document  

 

The Black and Black British ethnic group was more than twice as likely to be subject to a detention or short 
term order compared to any other ethnic group with the exception of Other Ethnic Groups.   

For detentions, this group contained 250.3 people per 100,000 of the population (or around 1 in every 400 
people) compared with 74.8 people per 100,000 of the population (all). 

For short term orders, there were 40.2 short term orders per 100,000 of the population (all), comparing this 
to the Black and Black British group where there were 120.7 per 100,000 of the population (or around 1 in 
every 800 people) shows that this ethnic group received 2 times more short term orders than the over 18s 
population. 

 

 

 

 

  

                                            
8
 www.nomisweb.co.uk – 2011 Census 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)  

 

Clinical Commissioning Groups are NHS organisations set up by the Health and Social Care Act 20129 to 
organise the local delivery of NHS services in England.   Analysis concentrates on rates of detention and 
short term orders per 100,000 of the population.   

Under 18s remain in this analysis since individual CCGs are likely to be interested in all the care they 
provided irrespective of age under the Mental Health Act.  The Act is not restricted to over 18s, however 
MHMDS is restricted to over 18s though as previously stated, there are a few instances where under 18s 
are reported via this method, therefore figures presented in this section may vary slightly from those 
provided previously.   

 

Chart 7: Number of detentions per 100,000 of the population by CCG and England (average); 
2012-13 

 

Data source: Table 8 of supporting document  

Chart 7 shows the number of detentions per 100,000 of the population (as a person may be subject to more 
than one detention in the year).  The rate of detentions for the whole population (including under 18s) is 
68.210 per 100,000 of the population.  The CCG with the highest rate was NHS Lambeth CCG with a rate of 
164.5 detentions per 100,000 of the population (or around 1 for every 600 people); the lowest rate was NHS 
East and North Hertfordshire CCG at 9.1 detentions per 100,000 of the population. 

 

                                            
9
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/7/contents/enacted 

10
 Calculated as all detentions as a proportion of the Clinical Commissioning Group Population Estimates, Mid-2011 

per 100,000 population; 36,219/53,107,169 x 100,000 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/7/contents/enacted
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Health_Service_(England)
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Chart 8: Number of short term orders per 100,000 of the population by CCG and England 
(average); 2012-13 

 

Data source: Table 9 of supporting document  

 

Chart 8 shows the number of short term orders per 100,000 of the population (as a person may be subject 
to more than one short term order in the year).  The rate of short term order for the whole population 
(including under 18s) is 31.511 short term orders per 100,000 of the population.  The CCG with the highest 
rate was NHS Haringey CCG at 231.7 short term orders per 100,000 of the population (or around 1 short 
term order for every 400 people).  The next highest is NHS Enfield CCG at 144.6 short term orders per 
1000,000 of the population.  The lowest was NHS Redditch and Bromsgrove CCG with a rate of 3.9 short 
term orders per 100,000 of the population. 

The variation in these rates will be impacted by the quality of the data submitted by local providers; table 3 
of the supporting documentation provides further contextual information about the completeness of local 
providers’ submissions. 

  

                                            
11

 Calculated as all detentions as a proportion of the Clinical Commissioning Group Population Estimates, Mid-2011 
per 100,000 population; 21,107/53,107,169 x 100,000 
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Analysis of comparative data sources  
The figures in this special feature from MHMDS only cover adult mental health services and do not provide a 
comprehensive information about uses of the Mental Health Act.  The analysis in Tables 1-3 in the 
supporting data file compares figures produced from 2012/13 MHMDS annual data with equivalent figures 
from the KP90 return, the data source for national statistics on uses of the Mental Health Act, and provides 
more detailed information about coverage provided by MHMDS.   The intention is to retire the KP90 
collection once consistent figures can be produced from MHMDS (and other) sources.   

Tables 1 and 2 show the number of detentions and the number of short term orders under the Mental Health 
Act during the reporting year, broken down by data source and type of provider.  Detentions and short term 
orders are both uses of the Mental Health Act that involve a deprivation of liberty and are key elements of 
the National Statistics publication.  The new analysis in this feature is based on these basic data and the 
comparative analysis suggests that they provide coverage of approximately 70% of such uses of the Act.  
Specifically, for the reported year, MHMDS covered 71.7% of detentions and 77.1% of short term orders. 

More detailed information below helps to explain the short falls and highlight areas where more complete 
figures could potentially be provided through MHMDS in future. 

Detentions under Part 111 via the Criminal Justice System 

The National Statistics publication provides details about different categories of detention and Table 1 
shows that coverage provided by MHMDS varies according to the type of detention.  In NHS providers there 
is greater consistency for civil detentions than for detentions via the criminal justice system.  This could be 
because providers of secure services are not providing comprehensive MHMDS submissions for all parts of 
their service.  For example, detentions on admission under Part 11 (civil detentions) are 76% of the KP90 
figures for NHS providers, compared with 57% for detentions on admission under Part 111 (via the criminal 
justice system).   

Short term orders 

The largest numerical difference between the number of short term orders from MHMDS and the KP90 
figures was for short term orders that were uses of section 136 ( a difference of 4,433 between KP90 and 
MHMDS figures).  Discussion with NHS providers suggests that uses of section 136 that involve a person 
who is not already in contact with services and result in a discharge are less likely to be recorded on the 
trust’s patient administration system and be included in an MHMDS submission. The relatively good 
consistency of MHMDS figures for detentions following a use of section 136 (82.2% of the KP90 figure) 
supports this theory; i.e. a use of section 136 is more likely to be included in an MHMDS return if it results in 
a detention and admission to hospital or if the person is already in contact with the service.  This suggests 
that the undercount of uses of section 136 is for people who are not already known to the provider at the 
point the order is made, and are not referred to the service when the order ends. 

Uses of the Mental Health Act in Learning Disability services 

Uses of the Mental Health Act occur in learning disability services, but these services do not currently submit 
MHMDS.  Learning disability (LD) services come within scope of the MHMDS during 2014/15 and will be 
eligible to submit MHMDS from July 2014.  Table 3 uses an equivalent measure from the 2013 Learning 
Disability Census to provide an estimate of the additional coverage of the Act that will be provided in the 
Mental Health and Learning Disabilities Dataset from July 2014.  The LD figures provide a snapshot count of 
patients detained in learning disability inpatient services on 30 September, and these are presented 
alongside an equivalent measure from monthly MHMDS data for September 2013.  These are presented for 
each provider alongside an equivalent snapshot count of patient detained in hospital on 31 March 2013 from 
the 2012/13 national statistics publication. 

The total number of patients detained in adult mental health (MHMDS) and learning disability (LD Census 
figures) services on 30 September 2013 was 87.5% of the national statistics total figure.  This total also 
includes people detained in acute hospitals and in child and adolescent mental health services.  When those 
NHS providers that do not offer mental health services for adults are excluded, the coverage provided by 
adult mental health and learning disability services is 90.1%, as shown in Table X below: 
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Table 4: Number of people detained in NHS providers of adults mental health services at 
end of the month 

  MHMDS 

Learning 
Disability 

Census KP90 
Coverage of 

KP90 

53 NHS 
providers 9,222 1,423 11,819 90.1% 

 

Data quality 
The statistics in this special feature cover the financial year 2012/13.  

The analysis in this Special Feature includes data from three different reporting periods: 

 Tables 1, 2, 4 and 5 in the accompanying file use MHMDS annual data for 2012/13 

 Table 3 in the accompanying file uses monthly MHMDS data for September 2013 (monthly data for 
September is used in combination with figures from the Learning Disability Census (September 
2013) for comparison with March figures from the National Statistics publication – the closest 
comparison figures available). 

A background data quality statement accompanies each MHMDS release and the relevant DQ statements 
can be found here: 

 Monthly MHMDS Report, September 2013: http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13284  

 Mental Health Bulletin, 2012/13: http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB12745 

Some caveats relating to individual figures in the supporting spreadsheet tables are included as footnotes.   
Additionally, the following factors should be taken into account when assessing the reliability of these figures 
about people subject to the Mental Health Act: 

Coverage 

There are known gaps in the MHMDS data, compared with the KP90 – Learning Disability Services, Child 
and Adolescent (CAMH) Services and Acute Services. Learning Disability will be added later this year to 
MHMDS and the figures included in Table 3 from the 2013 Learning Disability Census, provide an estimate 
of the numbers that would potentially be added.   We are awaiting a decision on whether the collection of the 
Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) dataset CAMHS will go forward this year as well.  

Tables 1 and 2 within the supporting documents shows that the number of detentions recorded within 
MHMDS was more complete compared with the KP90, than the data from Independent Sector hospitals 
(ISPs).  The figure for NHS providers was 75.7% compared with 28.0% for ISPs.  The main reason that the 
ISP figure is so low is because the majority of eligible independent sector providers are not submitting data 
to MHMDS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13284
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB12745
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Chart 9: Detentions in MHMDS as a percentage of KP90 detentions, by type of provider, 
2012-13 

 

Data source: Table 3 

Submission of MHMDS is a requirement in the NHS Standard Contract and information about the Mental 
Health Act must be included in each submission for those patients who have been subject to the Act.  
Figures at provider level in Table 3 (of the accompanying documents) highlight where submissions are 
missing from independent sector hospitals.  (Failure to include information about uses of the Mental Health 
Act in an MHMDS submission does not imply a failure to keep local records that are required to comply with 
the legislation). 

Figures at provider level in Table 3 (of the accompanying documents) highlight where submissions are 
missing from independent sector hospitals.  (Failure to include information about uses of the Mental Health 
Act in an MHMDS submission does not imply a failure to keep local records that are required to comply with 
the legislation). 

Provider level data in Tables 3a and 3b use a snapshot count of detained patients at the end of the year to 
highlight issues of coverage at individual provider level by presenting comparative figures from MHMDS and 
the KP90 collection. 

Table 5 below shows all independent sector providers that submitted MHMDS plus those responsible for at 
least 100 detained patients on 31 March 2013.  This shows that 3 large independent sector groups 
responsible for 1 in 5 patients (19.1%) of detained patients did not submit MHMDS (and have not done so 
for February 2014).  Smaller providers responsible for a further 25.8% of detained patients were also not 
submitting MHMDS.  Until submissions are received from all providers of adult mental health services the 
figures produced from MHMDS will not be complete. 
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Table 5: MHMDS completion in independent sector providers, by proportion of detained 
patients on 31 March 2013 

Provider % KP90  total 
figures 

MHMDS completion 

St Andrew's Healthcare 16.2% 

Partnerships In Care 16.0% 

Priory 10.5% 

 Cygnet 10.0% 

Cambian Healthcare 8.0% 

Huntercombe 5.2% 

Alpha Hospitals 3.4% 

Plymouth Healthcare 1.5% 

Care Uk 1.2% 

Raphael Healthcare Ltd 1.1% 

Fairhome Care Group (W.L.) 0.8% 

Navigo 0.4% 

Other ISP providers 25.8% 

 

Accuracy 

Individual uses of the Mental Health Act and the associated admissions need to be clearly recorded in 
MHMDS in order to support the production of equivalent measures to the established National Statistics.  
DCM1 in the monthly data quality measures that accompany the Monthly MHMDS reports show give an 
indication of the level of duplication and inconsistency that is currently present in the Mental Health Act 
information submitted by some providers.  The impact of such inconsistency makes some information 
unreliable and contributes to the undercount of uses shown in the parallel figures provided in Tables 1 and 
2.  It’s also likely that some providers fail to include all relevant uses of the Mental Health Act in their returns, 
which may be due to local issues in collating the data return. 

In addition, the analysis of MHMDS in this Special Feature is experimental analysis and the methods used 
are subject to further refinement. 

Coherence and comparability 

Tables 1- 3 in the accompanying file provide parallel figures from MHMDS and KP90 and show that the 
figures produced from MHMDS are an undercount.  This is largely due to the issues of coverage described 
above, but also to accuracy. 

Timeliness 

Monthly MHMDS Reports currently provide the most up to date information from MHMDS.  These include a 
limited number of measures relating to the Mental Health Act.  The reporting periods used in this Special 
Feature have been selected to support comparisons with the KP90 and LD Census and do not provide the 
most up to date information. 

Burden 

The purpose of developing parallel analysis of uses of the Mental Health Act from the monthly flow of 
administrative data in MHMDS is to enable the KP90 collection to be retired.  This will reduce the burden on 
the NHS. 
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Next steps and future developments 

The following actions are needed to increase coverage of uses of the Mental Health Act from alternative 
data sources to the KP90: 

 Improve recording of uses of the Mental Health Act in MHMDS and the coverage and accuracy of 
MHMDS submissions. 

 Start to flow data from learning disability services in MHLDDS from July 2014 

 Ensure that all eligible independent sector providers registered to take patients subject to the Mental 
Health Act submit MHMDS, focussing particularly on the larger hospital groups. 

 Develop parallel analysis of CAMHS once this dataset starts to flow.   

 

The MHMDS is a regular mandatory return of data generated in the course of delivering services to patients 
by providers of adult secondary mental health services in England.  

The MHMDS also includes data from Independent Sector Organisations and is processed using MHMDS 
version 4.1. For full details of the methods used in processing see the MHMDS Version 4.1 User Guidance 
and Appendices http://www.hscic.gov.uk/mhmds/spec 

The Information Standards Notice for MHMDS v4.1 can be found here: 
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/library/release/495 

Information on obtaining MHMDS data extracts can be found here: 

www.hscic.gov.uk/dlesapplications 

  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/mhmds/spec
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/library/release/495
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/dlesapplications
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Contact us 
 

We would welcome and be happy to receive questions and/or comments relating to this MHMDS 
Special Topic. 

In addition, users are encouraged to suggest areas of interest which could be considered and 
published in the future. 

 

Please use “Monthly MHMDS: Special Topic” in the subject line of any feedback via email. 

 

 

Head Office 

Health and Social Care Information Centre 

1 Trevelyan Square 

Boar Lane 

Leeds 

LS1 6AE 

 

Telephone     0845 300 6016 

Email            enquiries@hscic.gov.uk 
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Monthly MHMDS Report: 
A special feature- Mental Health Act  

 
Copyright © 2014, Health and Social Care Information Centre. All rights reserved. 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Published by the Health and Social Care Information Centre 

Part of the Government Statistical Service 

 

Responsible Statistician 

Tony Childs, Section Head 

ISBN 978-1-78386-113-2 

 

This publication may be requested in large print or other formats.  

 

 

For further information: 

www.hscic.gov.uk 

0845 300 6016  

enquiries@hscic.gov.uk 

Copyright © 2014 Health and Social Care Information Centre. All rights reserved. 

This work remains the sole and exclusive property of the Health and Social Care 
Information Centre and may only be reproduced where there is explicit reference to the 
ownership of the Health and Social Care Information Centre. 

This work may be re-used by NHS and government organisations without permission.  

 


