
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Figure 1: % of people aged 18-69 in contact with adult mental services on CPA recorded 
in MHSDS as 1) settled accommodation and 2) in employment, January and May 2016 
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As part of publishing new statistics from the Mental Health Services Data Set 
(MHSDS), exploratory analysis is completed to understand the quality and 
completeness of the relevant data items. This month we show the recording of 
data items used in the reporting of the mental health related ASCOF indicators 
1F and 1H at national and local authority level. 

Key findings 

 On 31 May 2016 the proportion of people aged 18-69 in contact with adult mental health 
services on the Care Programme Approach (CPA) in settled accommodation was 48.8%.  

 This has fallen from 56.6% since 30 November 2015 when a comparable figure was last 
available from the Mental Health and Learning Disabilities Data Set (MHLDDS), but is an 
increase from 38.5% on 31 January 2016 when this was first available from the MHSDS. 

 The proportion of people aged 18-69 in contact with adult mental health services on CPA in 
employment has remained similar between 30 November (6.5%) and 31 May (6.6%). This 
dropped to 4.5% on 31 January but has since rebounded. 

 

 

Copyright © 2016 Health and Social Care Information Centre. 
NHS Digital is the trading name of the Health and Social Care Information Centre. 

In settled 

accommodation 
In employment 



Mental Health Services Monthly Statistics: Exploratory Analysis: Data Quality for ASCOF 
Indicators 

 

Copyright © 2016, Health and Social Care Information Centre. 2 

Contents 
 
Key findings 1 

Introduction 3 

Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework 3 

Data quality issues resulting from changing dataset 4 

Results 5 

 

  

 

http://teams2/CommunityAndMentalHealthTeam/Shared%20Documents/Publications/Mental%20Health%20Services%20Monthly%20Statistics/MHS%202015-16/06.May%20F%20June%20P%202016/3.Analysis/MHSMS%20-%20F_May%20P_June%20-%20Exploratory%20Analysis%20-%20ASCOF.docx#_Toc459129752


Mental Health Services Monthly Statistics: Exploratory Analysis: Data Quality for ASCOF 
Indicators 

 

Copyright © 2016, Health and Social Care Information Centre. 3 

Introduction 

As part of publishing statistics based on previously unpublished 
elements of the MHSDS, exploratory analysis is completed to 
understand the quality and completeness of the relevant data items. 
The results of this analysis may be published here in order to involve 
users of these statistics and data providers in the development of new 
statistics at an early stage. 

This month we include findings from some analysis of the coverage 
and completeness of measures used in the construction of the Adult 
Social Care Outcomes Framework (ASCOF) indicators at national and 
Council with Adult Social Care Responsibilities (CASSR) level. 

Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework 

The ASCOF is part of a range of outcomes frameworks (alongside 
those of Public Health and the NHS) which collectively reflect the joint 
contribution of health and social care to improving outcomes.  The 
ASCOF is used both locally and nationally to set priorities for care and 
support, measure progress and to strengthen transparency and 
accountability1. 

Two ASCOF indicators are dervived from information taken from 
providers of mental health services. 1F: Proportion of adults in contact 
with secondary mental health services in paid employment shows the 
average monthly percentage of adults receiving secondary mental 
health services in paid employment at the time of their most recent 
assessment, review or other multi-disciplinary care planning meeting. 
1H: Proportion of adults in contact with secondary mental health 
services living independently, with or without support shows the 
average monthly percentage of adults receiving secondary mental 
health services living independently at the time of their most recent 
assessment, formal review or other multi-disciplinary care planning 
meeting. Adults “in contact with secondary mental health services” is 
defined as those aged 18 to 69 who are receiving secondary mental 
health services and who are on the Care Programme Approach (CPA). 

Prior to 2016 these measures where derived from information 
submitted by mental health service providers to the Mental Health and 
Learning Disabilities Data Set (MHLDDS). Since then they have been 
derived from the Mental Health Services Data Set (MHSDS) which 
superceded the MHLDDS on 1 January 2016. The reasons behind the 
replacement of the MHLDDS with the MHSDS and any general data 
quality implications can be found in the executive summary of this 
publication2. Specific data quality issues affecting these indicators are 
detailed in the next section. 

  

                                            
1
 More information on ASCOF is available at http://digital.nhs.uk/article/3695/Adult-

Social-Care-Outcomes-Framework-ASCOF  
 
2
 http://digital.nhs.uk/pubs/mhsfinmayprovjun16  

http://digital.nhs.uk/article/3695/Adult-Social-Care-Outcomes-Framework-ASCOF
http://digital.nhs.uk/article/3695/Adult-Social-Care-Outcomes-Framework-ASCOF
http://digital.nhs.uk/pubs/mhsfinmayprovjun16
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Data quality issues resulting from changing dataset 

These two indicators look back over the previous twelve months prior 
to the reporting date to find relevant employment and accommodation 
information. To allow for this the MHSDS allows service providers to 
submit historic employment and accommodation information3. 

It may be likely that service providers would find it easier to submit 
accommodation and employment statuses at or near the time they 
occur than those that have occurred less recently. Because of this the 
number of these statuses available to inform these indicators may 
currently be fewer in the MHSDS than were previously recorded in the 
MHLDDS. If this is the case we would expect that this would mean that 
the proportion of people being reported in these two measures will be 
lower than the true value until the MHSDS has been in place for twelve 
months, i.e. until January 2017. Service providers have been 
encouraged to continue to try to submit more historic statuses. If most 
are able to do so then these measures may become representative of 
the true value before this date. 

This exploratory analysis firstly compares statistics for these indicators 
for the most recently available final data from the MHSDS, as at 31 
May 2016, with those taken from the last final data available from the 
MHLDDS, as at 30 November 2015. Following this it shows how these 
measures have changed in the first five months that the MHSDS has 
been in place. This is in order to give some indication of when these 
statistics may become more comparable if the increases in recording of 
accommodation and employment status continue at their current pace. 

  

                                            
3
 Full details about what can be submitted can be found in the Technical Output 

Specification available at: http://digital.nhs.uk/mhsds/spec  

http://digital.nhs.uk/mhsds/spec
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Results 

On 31 May 2016 the proportion of people aged 18-69 in contact with 
adult mental health services on CPA in settled accommodation was 
48.8%. This has fallen from 56.6% since 30 November 2015 when a 
comparable figure was last available from the MHLDDS, but is an 
increase from 38.5% on 31 January 2016 when this was first available 
from the MHSDS. 

The proportion of people aged 18-69 in contact with adult mental health 
services on CPA in employment has remained similar over the same 
period, changing from 6.5% on 30 November to 6.6% on 31 May. This 
dropped to 4.5% on 31 January but has since returned to the previous 
level. 

For both of these measures the figures from the MHLDDS included 
information for some people only in contact with learning disabilities 
and autism services. In order to make these measures more 
representative of the user group considered by the ASCOF indicators 
the figures taken from the MHSDS now exclude people who can be 
identified as solely in contact with learning disabilities and autism 
services. The MHSDS also includes information from services 
providing children and young people’s mental health services. People 
who can be identified as being solely in contact with children and young 
people’s mental health services have also been excluded from these 
measures. While these differences will have some implications for how 
figures taken from the MHLDDS and the MHSDS can be compared, for 
the purposes of this analysis the impact of this should be limited. 

The trend in how these measures have increased since they were first 
available from the MHSDS can be seen in figure 1 on the front page of 
this report. Both measures have so far increased in each of the four 
months since they were first published from the MHSDS as at 31 
January. 

These measures have been produced at CASSR level in order to 
inform discussions between CASSRs and service providers. These 
CASSR level statistics can be found in the Exploratory Analysis: Data 
Quality for Adult Social Care Outcome Framework (ASCOF) Indicators 
Data Tables that accompany this report. 

We will work with service providers to understand issues limiting the 
recording of historic employment and accommodation statuses. We will 
continue to monitor any change in these measures as part of assessing 
coverage and completeness of ASCOF Indicators 1F and 1H statistics 
derived from the MHSDS. 
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