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Key findings 

• 10.6 per cent of pregnant women 

were known to be smokers at the 

time of delivery. This compares to 

10.4 per cent for the previous 

quarter (Q2, 2016/17). 

 

• The proportion of pregnant women 

known to be smokers at the time of 

delivery has remained below the 

national ambition of 11 per cent or 

less since Q1, 2015/16. 

For Q3, 2016/17: 

• The CCGs with the lowest proportion of 

women known to be smokers at time of 

delivery were NHS Richmond (2.0 per 

cent), NHS Wokingham (2.2) and NHS 

Hammersmith and Fulham (2.4). 

 

• The  CCGs with the highest proportion 

were NHS Blackpool (26.6), NHS South 

Tyneside (24.4) and NHS North East 

Lincolnshire (24.1). 

 

• 108 out of 209 CCGs met the national 

ambition of 11 per cent or less. 



This document is published by NHS Digital, 

part of the Government Statistical Service 

All official statistics should comply with the UK 

Statistics Authority’s Code of Practice for Official 

Statistics which promotes the production and 

dissemination of official statistics that inform decision 

making. 

Find out more about the Code of Practice for Official 

Statistics at 

www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-

practice 

 

ISBN 978-1-78386-966-4 

  

This report may be of interest to members of the 

public, policy officials and other stakeholders to make 

local and national comparisons and to monitor the 

quality and effectiveness of stop smoking services for 

pregnant women. 

 

This is an Official Statistics publication 
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Introduction 

• Smoking during pregnancy can cause serious 

pregnancy-related health problems. These 

include complications during labour and an 

increased risk of miscarriage, premature birth, 

still birth, low birth-weight and sudden 

unexpected death in infancy. 

• Reducing smoking during pregnancy is one of 

the three national ambitions in the Tobacco 

Control Plan published in March 2011, which is 

“to reduce rates of smoking throughout 

pregnancy to 11 per cent or less by the end of 

2015 (measured at time of giving birth)”.  

• This data collection is designed to provide a 

measure of the prevalence of smoking among 

women at the time of giving birth at a local 

level. It is provided by all Clinical 

Commissioning Groups (CCGs) in England.  

• From April 2017, the definition currently used in the 

Public Health Outcomes Framework (PHOF) to 

calculate the percentage of women who were known to 

be smokers at the time of delivery, will change to 

exclude women with unknown smoking status from the 

denominator. A similar change will also be made to the 

definition for the Clinical Commissioning Group 

Outcome Indicator Set (CCG OIS).  

• To aid the transition, the indicator will be published 

under both definitions during 2016/17 to make CCGs 

aware of the impact of the change and to give them 

time to improve the quality of their data. This will also 

allow time to co-ordinate the change with the 

publication of the new Government tobacco control 

plan for England which is expected in 2017. More 

information is available in the Government response to 

the consultation on the PHOF1.  

1) Government response to the consultation on PHOF 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/520455/PHOF_cons_response.pdf


Part 2: Outcomes 
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Women known to be smokers at time of delivery 

by quarter 

 

 
10.6 per cent of 

pregnant women 

were known to be 

smokers at the 

time of delivery in 

Q3, 2016/17. 

This compares to 

10.4 per cent for 

the previous 

quarter (Q2, 

2016/17). 

The proportion 

has remained 

below the national 

ambition of 11 per 

cent or less1 since 

Q1, 2015/16. 

Using the future 

methodology (see 

introduction for 

details) the 

proportion for Q3 

would be 10.9 per 

cent. 
 

1) See: Healthy Lives, Healthy People: A Tobacco Control Plan for England 

For more information: Table 1, Statistics on Women’s Smoking at Time of Delivery, 2016/17 Q3  8 
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Women known to be smokers at time of delivery 

by CCG 

10 For more information: Table 2, Statistics on Women’s Smoking at Time of Delivery, 2016/17 Q3 

The CCGs with the lowest proportion of 

women known to be smokers at time of 

delivery were NHS Richmond (2.0 per 

cent), NHS Wokingham (2.2) and NHS 

Hammersmith and Fulham (2.4). 

 

The CCGs with the highest proportions 

were NHS Blackpool (26.6), NHS South 

Tyneside (24.4) and NHS North East 

Lincolnshire (24.1). 

 

http://digital.nhs.uk/pubs/wsstdq316


11 
Source: NHS Digital 
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In Q3 2016/17, 108 out of 209 CCGs met 

the national ambition of 11 per cent or less, 

down from 111 CCGs in Q2.  

 

In the London NHS England region, all 

CCGs achieved the national ambition. 

 

In the North NHS England region, only 18 

out of 66 CCGs achieved the national 

ambition. 

1) National Ambition of 11 per cent or less. See: Healthy Lives, Healthy People: A Tobacco Control Plan for England 

For more information: Table 2, Statistics on Women’s Smoking at Time of Delivery, 2016/17 Q3 

Women known to be smokers at time of delivery by 

CCG, compared with the national ambition1 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/213757/dh_124960.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/213757/dh_124960.pdf
http://digital.nhs.uk/pubs/wsstdq316


Part 4: Data quality and useful 

links  

12 



Maternities with an unknown smoking status 

 

13 For more information: Table 3, Statistics on Women’s Smoking at Time of Delivery, 2016/17 Q3 

In quarter 3, 22 CCGs recorded over 5 

per cent of their maternities with an 

unknown smoking status, and 7 of these 

had 10 per cent or more. 

The CCGs with 10 per cent or more 

were: 

• NHS Lincolnshire East (22 per cent) 

• NHS Herefordshire (21) 

• NHS Warwickshire North (19) 

• NHS South West Lincolnshire (18) 

• NHS Wirral (16) 

• NHS West Lancashire (12) 

• NHS West Essex (12) 
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Useful links 

There are several other reports published by NHS Digital on smoking. These can be found at: 

http://content.digital.nhs.uk/lifestyles 

 

Also Public Health England produce Local Tobacco Control Profiles for England and these can 

be found at: http://www.tobaccoprofiles.info/ 
 

http://content.digital.nhs.uk/lifestyles
http://content.digital.nhs.uk/lifestyles
http://www.tobaccoprofiles.info/
http://www.tobaccoprofiles.info/
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