
 
21 December  2012 
 
To: Directors of Adult Social Services and contacts for the national data collections 
 
The Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) issues a letter at the end of September 
each year to provide information on the HSCIC’s national adult social care data returns. The 
letter issued on 28 September 2012 explained that this year, given the issues related to the 
development and implementation of the Zero Based Review (ZBR), a further update on 
progress would be issued in December 2012. This has been developed by the ZBR 
Communications Group, which includes council representatives, and approved by the 
Outcomes and Information Development Board (OIDB), which is jointly chaired by the 
Department of Health (DH) and the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services (ADASS).  
 
This letter provides: 

 Further information on collection systems and deadlines for 2013 (for action) 

 An update on HSCIC publications, Data Quality Assurance and ASCOF (for info) 

 Further information on the new Safeguarding Adults, DoLS and Guardianship returns for 
2013/14 (for action) 

 An update on the changes to the collection from NMDS-SC (for action) 

 An update on draft materials about the new collections planned for 2014/15 (for info) 

 A request for volunteers (for action) 
 
Collection systems and deadlines 
 
Thank you for all your continued efforts in completing the returns. During September and 
October 2012, all 152 Councils with Adult Social Services Responsibilities submitted NMDS-SC 
data to Skills for Care. The HSCIC will publish its annual report on this data in February 2013.  
 
As you will be aware, the deadline for submission of data to the HSCIC for the carers’ survey is 
1 March 2013. The timeline suggested that councils would have at least issued their 
questionnaires by this stage. If you have any difficulties with or queries about the survey please 
contact: usersurvey@ic.nhs.uk 
 
Further to the submission dates provided in the September 2012 letter, Appendix A additionally 
outlines when we expect to open and close the collection systems for submission of data 
relating to 2012/13. It also provides links to the guidance already issued by the HSCIC and 
notes when guidance for the other collections is expected to be available.  
 

mailto:usersurvey@ic.nhs.uk


HSCIC publications 
 
As explained in September, the provisional 2011/12 ASCOF, Adult Social Care Survey and 
Social Services Activity reports were published by the HSCIC on 12 September 2012.Since 
September, the HSCIC has published three further reports. The provisional 2011/12 
Expenditure and Abuse of Vulnerable Adults reports were published on 30 November 2012 and 
the final 2011/12 Adult Social Care Survey on 13 December 2012. The majority of this 
information is on NASCIS, and the underlying datasets are made available alongside the 
publications on our website.  
 
The Health Survey for England 2011 was published on 20 December.  This survey now includes 
questions for older people (aged 65 and over) about their need for care, receipt of care and 
payment for care, and questions to all adults about their provision of unpaid care. These 
questions will become a core module of the survey which is repeated each year, so that 
consistent data are collected and trends may be monitored in the longer term. 
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/catalogue/PUB09300  
 
In addition to the report based on NMDS-SC data mentioned above, the HSCIC expects to 
publish final reports on Expenditure and Unit Costs in January 2013, on Social Services Activity 
and ASCOF in February 2013 and on Abuse of Vulnerable Adults in March 2013. 
 
Data Quality Assurance 
 
The letter issued in September 2012 explained that the HSCIC was developing some work 
across its teams around Data Quality Assurance. A report was published in summer 2012.  
We continue to report on data quality through our publications and discuss this with councils. 
We expect the next HSCIC Data Quality Assurance (DQA) report to be published in around 
September 2013, and plan to engage with stakeholders on data quality matters in terms of both 
the reports produced by the social care team and the DQA report over the next few months and 
provide a further update in March 2013. 
 
ASCOF  
 
The Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework for 2013/14 was launched by the Secretary of 
State on 22 November 2012. Queries on this document should be sent to DH.  
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/11/ascof1314/ 

 
Further information on the new Safeguarding Adults, DoLS and Guardianship returns for 
2013/14 
 
Since the new suite of safeguarding collections was announced in the September 2012 letter, 
with detailed information in Appendix 4. http://www.ic.nhs.uk/socialcarecollections2013  We are 
aware that not everyone working on AVA, DoLS and Guardianship returns may be aware of 
these changes so please could you ensure that the relevant colleagues for your council’s return 
are aware. We have worked with stakeholders including councils to develop provisional 
guidance to support these collections. We would welcome further comments on this to: 
safeguarding@ic.nhs.uk. It can be found at http://www.ic.nhs.uk/article/2458/Collections-

development .  
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Changes to the collection from NMDS-SC 
 
The September 2012 letter announced that councils would be required to submit data on 
qualifications from September 2014 onwards. Skills for Care is able to advise councils who want 
to submit this additional data a year earlier than required in September / October 2013. Further 
information can be found at:  

https://www.nmds-sc-online.org.uk/content/view.aspx?id=Local%20Authorities 
 
Draft materials about the new collections planned for 2014/15 
 
The September letter explained that the recent Consultation on Adult Social Care Data 
Developments 2012 proposed that the existing activity (RAP and ASC-CAR) and finance 
(PSSEX1) collections would be replaced by two new and related collections which would collect 
data on Short and Long Term Support (SALT) and finance. These would both draw on a new 
Equalities and Classification Framework (EQ-CL).  
 
The stakeholder groups, including colleagues from councils, who drew up the proposals 
continued to develop them during the consultation, and then considered the consultation 
feedback in order to feed the comments into their continued development.  
 
The workgroups report into the ZBR Implementation Programme Board, which again has a 
number of council representatives. This Board reports to the DH/ADASS Outcomes and 
Information Development Board (OIDB). 
 
A number of system suppliers are active members of our workgroups. If your system supplier 
had not yet contacted us they can do so at: socialcaredevelopment@ic.nhs.uk. We are aware 
that not all Mental Health Trusts may be aware of the planned changes and we would be 
grateful if you could make your colleagues aware of them. 
 
It is envisaged that these collections may be implemented for 2014/15. However we know that 
councils feel that a full announcement of recording changes for 2014/15 in September 2013 
would impose very challenging deadlines. Therefore we will be working to make materials 
available as early as possible.  
 
We hope to fully announce the changes in March 2013. The latest draft materials were made 
available to councils participating in the Impact Assessment, and some draft materials are also 
now available at http://www.ic.nhs.uk/article/2458/Collections-development . This web page will 
contain further updates when available. 
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Request for volunteers 
 
Thank you to colleagues who have recently volunteered to help with our work, such as by 
joining a ZBR workgroup, taking part in the ZBR Impact Assessment or volunteering to help with 
load testing of the collection systems.  
 
We now need volunteers to: 

 Quality Assure the Equalities and Classifications Framework in the near future 

 Help test the new SALT and/or finance collections between now and March 2013 
 
Volunteer councils will gain further insight into the planned changes in advance of the expected 
announcement in March 2013. We are also in the process of recruiting volunteers to take part in 
a pilot of a new safeguarding measure (SG005). 
  
If you are interested in finding out more about any of these opportunities please contact us at: 
socialcaredevelopment@ic.nhs.uk 
 
I envisage that over the next year in addition to the main communication in September 2013, we 
will provide an update note in March 2013 and potentially further information on a quarterly 
basis over the next year. 
 
If you have any queries, this letter includes a number of e-mail addresses. If you have a more 
general enquiry about the work of the Health and Social Care Information Centre please 
contact: enquiries@ic.nhs.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
Katharine Robbins, 
Social Care Programme Manager, 
Health and Social Care Information Centre 
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Appendix A: Information on collections 
 

Return 
Code 

Return Title Due Date 
System 
available 

Guidance etc available Web page 

Activity Data     

RAP 

Referrals, 
Assessments and 
Packages of Care 
for the year 
ending 31

st
 March 

2013 

20
th
 to 24

th
 May 

2013 (A 
staggered 
approach will 
be used similar 
to previous 
years) 

By end of 
March 
2013 

Proformas and guidance 
available now, validations 
available in January 2013 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/socialcarecollections2013  

ASC-CAR 

Adult Social Care 
combined Activity 
Return for the 
year ending 31

st
 

March 2013 

28
th
 May 2013 

By end of 
March 
2013 

Proformas, guidance and 
validations available now 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/socialcarecollections2013  

AVA 

Abuse of 
Vulnerable Adults 
for the period 1

st
 

April 2012 to 31
st
 

March 2013 

10
th
 to 14

th
 

June 2013 (A 
staggered 
approach will 
be used similar 
to previous 
years) 

By end of 
March 
2013 

Proformas available now, 
guidance and validations 
available in January 2013 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/socialcarecollections2013  

User Experience Surveys   

ASCS 
Adult Social Care 
Survey 

24
th
 May 2013 

By end of 
March 
2013 

Now 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/socialcare/usersurveys  

Carers UES 
User Experience 
Survey - Carers 

1
st
 March 2013 Now Now 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/article/2214/User-Survey-Guidance-Carers-2012-13  

 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/socialcarecollections2013
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/socialcarecollections2013
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/socialcarecollections2013
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/socialcare/usersurveys
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Return 
Code 

Return Title Due Date 
System 
available 

Guidance etc available Web page 

Expenditure       

PSS EX1 

Personal Services 
Expenditure and 
Unit costs for year 
ending 31

st
 March 

2013 

5
th
 July 2013 

By end of 
March 
2013 

February 2013 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/socialcarecollections2013  

Mental Health     

SSDA 702 
Mental Health 
Guardianship 

1
st
 May 2013  

Early April 
2013 

Now  
http://www.ic.nhs.uk/datacollections/guardianship  

MCA DOLS 

Mental Capacity 
Act – Deprivation 
of Liberty 
Safeguards 

See quarterly 
dates on 
website 

Early April 
2014 

Now 

http://www.ic.nhs.uk/deprivationofliberty  

Workforce       

NMDS-SC 
National Minimum 
Data set for 
Social Care 

Monday 9
th
 

Sept to Friday 
11

th
 October 

2013 

See SfC 
website 

https://www.nmds-sc-online.org.uk/content/view.aspx?id=Local%20Authorities  
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