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Announcement of methodological changes to General Ophthalmic Services: 
Activity Statistics for England year ending March 2011 [NS] 
 
Following the data collection exercise for this publication, the NHS IC has made the 
following amendments to the production methodology to account for the lack of available 
data from some Primary Care Trusts (PCTs). 
 
Data for this publication are collected either direct via Open Exeter or through a manual 
sample collection. In a small number of cases PCTs have been unable to provide 
required data for 2010/11. 
 
Where data split by various categories are not available for the whole of 2010/11, but 
where total figures are available, the categorical split has been calculated using the 
2009/10 split of the affected PCTs as a proxy. PCTs affected are identified in the 
publication annexes. 
 
Version 1 of this announcement (published 17 June 2011) provided notice of the 
following methodological change: 
 
Where no data are available at all for the second half of the year (‘period 2’), these data 
have been estimated by scaling the available first half of the year (‘period 1’) data 
according to the period 1/period 2 split of the affected PCTs from 2009/10. This derives 
period 2 and full year figures. Affected PCTs are identified in the publication annexes.  
 
Following further analysis and discussions with data suppliers, this previously 
announced change has been amended (30 June 2011) as follows; 
 
Where no data are available at all for the second half of the year (‘period 2’), and limited 
data are available from period 1, data will not be used for these PCTs for 2010/11. Data 
suppliers confirmed that period 1 data was incomplete and The NHS IC have decided it 
would not be appropriate to use the limited data as basis for estimating full year or period 
2 figures as originally proposed as this could be inaccurate. For the purposes of 
calculating national and Strategic Health Authority (SHA) totals, the 2009/10 data for the 
affected PCTs will be used to impute figures to estimate these totals. No figures will be 
shown against the affected PCTs for 2010/11. 
 
The effect of these changes on national level figures is estimated to minimal. 
 
[NS] denotes that the publication has National Statistics status 
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