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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of document 
The Quality & Outcomes Framework, Achievement, prevalence and exceptions data 
publication is annually released by the HSCIC. This document details proposed changes to 
this publication for the 2013/14 release, due to be published on the 28th October 2014. 

Continuous improvement of all our statistical products is essential if we are to meet customer 
needs now and going forwards. This document details changes for appraisal and comment 
by users and stakeholders of the QOF publication. 

A proposed report can be found in Annex A; this is referred to throughout this consultation 
document. 

 

1.2 Background 
HSCIC have published data from QOF since August 2005 http://www.hscic.gov.uk/qof 

It is a widely used document and the 2012/13 report has had over 19,000 downloads to date. 

Though we invite feedback on all of our publications, we rarely receive comments on the 
QOF report. Recent internal consultation has suggested that improvements could make a 
real difference as to the interpretation of figures, the usefulness of the information and the 
use of the report in general. Based on feedback we have from users, internal stakeholder 
comments and regular queries asked of QOF data, we have devised a new style publication 
that retains integrity of the data whilst presenting it in a more user friendly manner. 

We wish to gain the opinions of users and stakeholders to identify if changes we have made 
are indeed useful and sufficient for a maximum of users’ needs. 

We welcome comments on all aspects of this consultation. 

The consultation will run for 8 weeks from the 2nd June 2014 to the 28th July 2014.  

 

1.3 Responses: confidentiality and disclaimer  

The information you send us may be passed to colleagues within the HSCIC, other 

government departments or related agencies. Even where confidentiality is requested, if a 

request for disclosure of the consultation response is made in accordance with the Freedom 

of Information legislation, and the response is not covered by one of the exemptions in the 

legislation, the HSCIC may have to disclose the response, in whole or in part. 

 

  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/qof
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2 Changes to the publication - overview 

The publication contains the following documents: 

QOF Publication Consultation document 

 This gives the background as to what we are looking to change and where we need 

your help 

QOF Publication Consultation Comments document  

 This has free text boxes for all commentary and also asks specific questions about 

what needs changing and how 

QOF Publication Consultation Example Report document  

 This is an example of how the new report could look 

QOF Publication Spreadsheets  

 There are 4 example spreadsheets showing data from previous years in a new layout. 

We need feedback on these also to ensure they are fit for purpose. These example 

spreadsheets show how the data can be presented in a more accessible format. 

 

3 Changes to the report 

3.1 Executive summary 
Information in this section is largely determined by the results found as the report is put 
together. However, there are a few fundamental changes we would like to make to this area. 

Namely 

 Shortening the length of the summary 

 Reducing to a maximum of 2 pages 

 Keeping text clear and brief with most useful findings only 

 

3.2 Introduction 
We propose that this section will contain more information than in previous publications 

 Notes  

 Background 

 Contents 

 Uses and Usage 

 Overview 

 Changes 

 And the table of areas covered by QOF 

These will contain links to all relevant guidance 
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3.3 Achievements, Exceptions and Prevalence 
We will begin this section with an overall picture for each of the above; there will be National, 
Regional, Area Team and QOF register levels, with possibly some CCG comparison. 

 

3.4 Individual QOF registers  
We will then move onto each register. 

We are proposing having a section for each indicator showing (where applicable) register 
numbers and achievements/exceptions and prevalence. These will be grouped into 
categories. We wish to provide contextualisation by linking to other datasets such as: 

 Hospital admissions 

 Deaths 

 Specific drug use and cost – numbers of prescriptions 

 Transplants 

 MH and LD numbers and management 

 Other HSCIC publications related to specific measures within the QOF, such as 
diabetes, cancer, maternity, lifestyles, etc.  

The linking depends on each individual register as to what is relevant. 

We want to group these by the following categories: 

 Heart & Blood, to include:  
o Coronary Heart Disease 
o Cardiovascular Disease 
o Heart Failure 
o Atrial Fibrillation 
o Hypertension 
o Peripheral Arterial Disease 
o Stroke 
o Blood Pressure – new for 2013-14 

 Respiratory, to include: 
o Asthma 
o COPD 
o Smoking 

 Glandular and Weight Management, to include: 
o Hypothyroidism 
o Obesity 

 High dependency conditions, to include: 
o Chronic Kidney Disease 
o Cancer 
o Palliative Care 
o Diabetes 

 Cognitive, to include: 
o Epilepsy 
o Depression 
o Mental Health 
o Dementia 
o Learning Disability 

 Musculoskeletal, to include: 
o Osteoporosis 
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o Rheumatoid Arthritis – new for 2013-14 

We do not want to have a category named ‘Other’ as too many unrelated conditions could 
end up pushed together, this would make the publication less relevant. 

Specific questions to answer: 

Are the categories clear? 

Are there any different names we could use? 

Do you have any suggestions as to alternate categories?  

We wish to add in further context concerning the number of GP’s working within a practice 
(note: this does not contain any locum figures). 

Specific question: Are there any other datasets we could signpost for achievement? 

 

4 Changes to the accompanying information 

In the last publication there were over 200 files. We believe we can reduce this number 
greatly. 

For the spreadsheets we will keep to recording in the domains as set out in the Framework 
Guidance for GMS contract 2013. However, there is an option for additional information. This 
is offered in the QOF Publication Consultation Comments document. 

We believe that whereas the publication should be more public focused, the spreadsheets 
themselves are predominantly used by people who need the data in domain format. We will 
be amalgamating these however, to provide more information on each spreadsheet. We 
believe that having more data on each spreadsheet increases the usefulness as users will 
not have to download as many files to get the information relevant to them. 

We have had feedback that some users are unable to download zip files; therefore we will 
endeavour to provide the data without the use of zip files wherever possible. 

The files that will be released are proposed as: 

1) The main report 
2) Data Quality Statement 
3) Technical Annex 
4) FAQ 
5) Guidance 
6) Annex 1 – Report tables and charts 
7) Prevalence, Achievement and Exceptions base data 

a. Practice Level – 32 worksheets (1 index, 30 indicators, 1 summary page) 
b. CCG Level – 32 worksheets 
c. Area Team Level – 32 worksheets 
d. Region and England Level – 32 worksheets 

8) Pre-Release Access list 
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5 Feedback on this consultation 

For any general queries on this publication consultation, please send an email to 
enquiries@hscic.gov.uk with ‘QOF Publication Consultation’ in the title. 

To comment/feedback on the proposed new structure, please fill in the QOF Publication 
Consultation Comments document and return it to: 

QOF@hscic.gov.uk, or send to:  

Gemma Ramsay 
Section Head, Prescribing and Primary Care Services 
The Health and Social Care Information Centre, 
1 Trevelyan Square, Boar Lane 
Leeds, LS1 6AE 
 

 

mailto:enquiries@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:QOF@hscic.gov.uk

