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1. Introduction 

This benefits plan is an addendum to the benefits plan for the Quality and 
Outcomes Framework (QOF) 2014-15 GPES customer requirement1.  It focuses 
on the benefits of extracting dementia data which are a subset of data from the 
QOF for 2014-15.  The benefits described in this benefits plan addendum are in 
addition to the wider benefits of QOF as set out in the QOF 2014-15 benefits plan. 
 
The Secretary of State for Health has asked HSCIC to flow two QOF data items in 
advance of full QOF 2014-15 extractions commencing, in order to specifically 
inform the prevalence of dementia diagnosis in England.   This is because the 
diagnosis and treatment of dementia is a priority for the coalition government, and 
the Prime Minister, and is why the Prime Minister launched the Dementia 
Challenge in 20122. 
 
The Dementia Challenge is the only Prime Ministerial Challenge currently in 
progress and it sets out the Government’s commitment to increase dementia 
diagnosis rates, to raise awareness and understanding of the condition, and to 
double the available funding for dementia research by 2015. 
 
In a parliamentary written answer in June 2014, the Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Health (Earl Howe) stated that “Since the launch of the 
[Dementia] Challenge, we have also made significant progress across all three 
strands of the challenge, but there is still work to be done.”3 
 
NHS England has set the first ever national ambition to improve dementia 
diagnosis rates. By 2015, their aim is that two thirds of people with dementia 
receive a diagnosis and appropriate post diagnostic support.4  This early 
extraction of a subset of QOF 2014-15 data supports this aim. 

2. Key benefits 

Only 48 per cent of people who live with dementia currently receive a formal 
diagnosis5. Improving diagnosis rates will therefore ensure greater equality in 

                                                 

1 HSCIC, 2014. General Practice Extraction Service (GPES) Benefits Plan: Quality and Outcomes 

Framework (QOF) 2014-15 [pdf]. Available at http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/13623/QOF-2014-15-

Benefits-Plan---13-February-2014/pdf/QOF_2014-15_-_Benefits_Plan_-_February_2014_(NIC-242501-

H8Z2L).pdf [Accessed 1 July 2014]. 

2 Department of Health, 2014. The Dementia Challenge: Fighting back against dementia [online]. 

Available at http://dementiachallenge.dh.gov.uk/ [Accessed 1 July 2014]. 

3 House of Lords Debates 17 June 2014, column WA35 [online]. Available at 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140617w0001.htm [Accessed 1 

July 2014]. 

4 NHS England, 2013. New plans to improve dementia diagnosis rates [online]. Avaialble at 

http://www.england.nhs.uk/2013/05/15/dementia-targets/ [Accessed 1 July 2014]. 

5 Alzheimer’s Research UK, 2014. G7 Legacy Event and Defeat Dementia Campaign Infographics. 

[online] Available at: 

 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/13623/QOF-2014-15-Benefits-Plan---13-February-2014/pdf/QOF_2014-15_-_Benefits_Plan_-_February_2014_(NIC-242501-H8Z2L).pdf
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/13623/QOF-2014-15-Benefits-Plan---13-February-2014/pdf/QOF_2014-15_-_Benefits_Plan_-_February_2014_(NIC-242501-H8Z2L).pdf
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/13623/QOF-2014-15-Benefits-Plan---13-February-2014/pdf/QOF_2014-15_-_Benefits_Plan_-_February_2014_(NIC-242501-H8Z2L).pdf
http://dementiachallenge.dh.gov.uk/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201415/ldhansrd/text/140617w0001.htm
http://www.england.nhs.uk/2013/05/15/dementia-targets/
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terms of access to treatment and support for dementia sufferers. Dementia not 
only affects its patients, but also the 670,000 family members in the UK currently 
caring for them on an informal basis, many of whom have to reduce their work 
hours or give up their jobs entirely. Dementia currently costs the UK economy 
£23.6 billion per year in health and care costs and the contributions of informal 
carers, and this figure is projected to reach £59.4 billion by 2050.6 Research from 
the Institute of Public Policy Research suggests that by 2017 there will not be 
enough informal carers to look after people requiring care, which will put 
additional pressure on health and care providers7. Improving rates of timely 
diagnosis gives patients the opportunity to receive appropriate treatment and plan 
for their futures; it therefore reduces the likelihood that they will require full-time 
care and means care that is needed can be better planned to avoid crisis 
situations for families and health and care services. 

NHS England is working with local Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) to 
support them to improve local diagnosis rates and - within this context - access to 
the latest data on local diagnosis rates is vital for supporting NHS England’s work 
to improve outcomes for people with dementia, their families and carers.   A timely 
diagnosis of dementia is vital to ensure that a person with dementia can access 
advice, information, care and support that can help them to live well with the 
condition and remain independent for as long as possible.  The Secretary of State 
for Health announced his ambition for improving dementia care and support for 
people with dementia, their family and carers on 28 February 2014. Integral to this 
is the importance of individuals being issued with a tailored plan of care as part of 
a package of high quality, personalised dementia care and support. The Secretary 
of State also highlighted the importance of: 

 “A timely assessment of condition and diagnosis 

 Access to someone who can help and advise, such as a dementia adviser 

 Support to remain as independent as possible 

 Access to high-quality personalised information to help understand and 
manage the condition 

 Access to support services such as reminiscence and counselling 

 Co-ordinated care towards the end of life 

 Timely access to support for carers 

                                                                                                                                                   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/alzheimersresearchuk/sets/72157645226382901/ [Accessed 1 July 

2014].  
6 Alzheimer’s Research UK, 2014. Defeat Dementia: the evidence and a vision for action. [pdf] 

Available at: http://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org/siteFiles/resources/documents/reports/ARUK-

OHE-report.pdf [Accessed 1 July 2014]. 
7 McNeil, C and Hunter, J, 2014. Generation Strain: Collective solutions to care in an ageing society. 

Institute for Public Policy Research. Available at http://www.ippr.org/publications/the-generation-strain-

collective-solutions-to-care-in-an-ageing-society [Accessed 1 July 2014].  Referenced in  Alzheimer’s 

Research UK, 2014. Defeat Dementia: the evidence and a vision for action. [pdf] Available at: 

http://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org/siteFiles/resources/documents/reports/ARUK-OHE-report.pdf 

[Accessed 1 July 2014]. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/alzheimersresearchuk/sets/72157645226382901/
http://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org/siteFiles/resources/documents/reports/ARUK-OHE-report.pdf
http://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org/siteFiles/resources/documents/reports/ARUK-OHE-report.pdf
http://www.ippr.org/publications/the-generation-strain-collective-solutions-to-care-in-an-ageing-society
http://www.ippr.org/publications/the-generation-strain-collective-solutions-to-care-in-an-ageing-society
http://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org/siteFiles/resources/documents/reports/ARUK-OHE-report.pdf
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 Seamless care with health and social care professionals working together 
to provide the best care and support.”8 

Whilst there is currently no cure for the condition, there are drugs which can help 
with some of the symptoms and people with dementia have the right to know that 
they have the condition so that they can better plan for the future. 

3. Conclusion 

The proposed data extraction is needed to track up to date performance on 
dementia diagnosis rates to assist NHS England’s work with CCGs to improve 
diagnosis rates locally, and also to achieve the national ambition to improve 
outcomes for people with dementia and their carers. Without a diagnosis 
dementia patients are left without the help and support they need to manage the 
condition and plan for the future. 

 

 

                                                 

8 Department of Health, 2014. Dementia care –the ambition. [pdf] Available at 

http://media.dh.gov.uk/network/353/files/2014/02/2901941-DH-Infographic-v1_0.pdf [Accessed on 

1 July 2014]. 

http://media.dh.gov.uk/network/353/files/2014/02/2901941-DH-Infographic-v1_0.pdf

