
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New adult social care  
national data collections 2014-15 

 

Implementation survey report  
 

Published August 2014 



Adult social care national data collections implementation report 

 
Copyright © 2014, Health and Social Care Information Centre. All rights reserved. 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We are the trusted 
national provider of 
high-quality information, 
data and IT systems for 

health and social care. 

Author:  Adult Social Care statistics team  

Health and Social Care Information Centre 

  

Version: V1.0 

Date of publication: 

 

August 2014 

 

 

www.hscic.gov.uk 

enquiries@hscic.gov.uk 

 @hscic 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@hscic.gov.uk


Adult social care national data collections implementation report 

 
Copyright © 2014, Health and Social Care Information Centre. All rights reserved. 3 

Contents 
Executive Summary 4 

Key findings 4 

Recommendations 6 

Detailed Survey Results 7 

About the respondents 7 

Progress towards implementation 8 

Working with partners towards implementation 11 

Release of the 2014-15 data 20 

Appendix A 21 

List of responding organisations 21 

 

Commonly used terms within this report 

Acronym Meaning 

ASCOF Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework 

ASC-FR Adult Social Care Finance Return 

ASC-CAR Adult Social Care Combined Activity Return 

DoLs Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards 

EQ-CL                     Equalities and Classifications Framework 

MHMDS Mental Health Minimum Data Set 

MHT Mental Health Trust 

PSS-EX1 Personal Social Services Expenditure Return 

RAP Referrals, Assessments and Packages of Care Collection 

SALT Short and Long Term Support Return 

SAR Safeguarding Adults Return 
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Executive Summary 
Following the Health and Social Care Information Centre’s Zero Based Review (ZBR) of the 
national data collections for Adult Social Care, new collections and an overarching data 
framework were announced. These were the Short and Long Term Support Return (SALT), 
the Adult Social Care Finance Return (ASC-FR), the Safeguarding Adults Return (SAR), the 
Equalities and Classifications Framework (EQ-CL), and the revised Deprivation of Liberty 
Safeguards (DoLS) Return. 

Following the ZBR Implementation surveys in September and November 2013 and January 
2014 the HSCIC undertook a further survey between July and August 2014 of the 152 
councils who would be required to complete all these returns in order to gain further detail on 
council understanding of, and progress towards, the implementation of the new 
requirements. This survey contained different questions to its predecessors reflecting the 
progress made by councils in terms of implementation and the fact that the survey was 
carried out during the 2014-15 reporting year. 

The HSCIC received 145 responses from 116 councils meaning that three quarters (76 per 
cent) of the 152 councils in England responded. It is not possible to say that the results are 
representative of all local authorities. 

Reports for the September, November and January surveys have also been made available 
on the HSCIC website1. 

Key findings 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 75 per cent of respondents have made key data items from the cross-cutting EQ-CL 
Framework available for utilisation by operational staff as they record their work. 
 

 Progress towards the allocation of Primary Support Reason to existing clients was 
slower with 44 per cent of respondents (who have made EQ-CL data items available 
to operational staff) indicating that their existing client base had all been allocated a 
Primary Support Reason 
 

 Respondents indicated that many have opted to collect the full range of Reported 
Health Conditions. 64 per cent of respondents (who indicated that they have made 
EQ-CL data items available to operational staff) reported that they are collecting all 
(both the voluntary and mandatory) Reported Health Conditions. A further 13 per cent 
of respondents indicated that they are collecting a wider range of conditions than 
appears in EQ-CL 
 

 75 per cent of respondents (who indicated that they have made EQ-CL data items 
available to operational staff) reported that their systems allow the recording of 
differing Primary Support Reason in respect to long term care and short term care to 
maximise independence. 
 

 68 per cent of respondents indicated that they have made key SALT data items 
available to operational staff. 
 

 Many respondents have undertaken work to update their financial coding structure in 
respect to the new requirements. 42 per cent of respondents indicated that they had 
changed their finance coding structure to take account of Primary Support Reasons, 

                                            
1
 http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2014 
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with 27 per cent indicating that they are yet to make this change and a further 21 per 
cent indicating that they did not need to change their coding structure. 
 

 69 per cent of respondents indicated that they intend to develop their own reporting 
rather than utilising reporting developed by their software supplier. Confidence in 
software suppliers was reported with the majority of respondents indicating that they 
were either very confident, confident or fairly confident that their software supplier 
would deliver the necessary changes to support the new requirements. 
 

 Work is on-going in terms of developing reporting for SALT with 60 per cent of 
respondents indicating that they are currently developing this reporting but had yet to 
prepare any in-year data tables. 
 

 High levels of confidence were reported in respect to submitting SALT data 
representative of a full-year for 2014-15, with seven per cent of respondents indicating 
that they were not very confident in this regard. 
 

 Similarly nine per cent of respondents indicated that they were not very confident in 
respect of submitting ASC-FR data representative of a full-year for 2014-15. 
 

 Confident in partner Mental Health Trusts ability to deliver the new data requirements 
remains mixed with 32 per cent of respondents indicating that they are not very 
confident in this respect. 
 

 31 per cent of respondents indicated that they did not know what progress their 
partner Mental Health Trust had made towards implementing key EQ-CL and SALT 
data items. Seven per cent of respondents indicated that their partner Trust was not 
going to make any changes in respect to the new requirements. 
 

 A third of the respondents (36 per cent) felt the enhanced guidance was the most 
useful means of support offered to councils by the HSCIC, while 26 per cent said 
answers to queries on the new requirements were most useful 
 

 Respondents favoured early release of provisional data, with 75 per cent indicating a 
preference for June or July, and a further 13 per cent indicating a preference for 
August 
 

 September was the most popular date for publication of the final data with this month 
selected by 35 per cent of respondents.  
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Recommendations 
The HSCIC will: 

 Continue to maintain links with councils, including those who did not respond to this 
survey, to ensure that communications relating to the new national adult social care 
collections and framework are distributed to the right contacts. 

 

 Continue to publicise the new national adults social care collections and framework to 
ensure awareness of any new requirements and/or developments within the 
collections. 

 

 Engage with councils utilising the preferred methods highlighted by the feedback in 
this survey. 

 

 Work to positively engage with councils who did not respond to this survey to identify 
if they have any issues with their implementation. 

 

 The working groups connected with the new collections will consider the detailed 
commentary provided in the text responses (which, for reasons of brevity, are not 
included in this report). Councils providing comments in their responses may be 
invited to participate in these discussions in order that the issues raised can be better 
understood. 

 

 Work with councils who have reported low confidence in complete one or more of the 
collections. 

 

 Act on the requests for further guidance material or clarity submitted by councils with 
a view to including these enhancements in updated guidance. 

 

 Continue the work of the technical working groups in responding to queries raised in 
relation to the new collections and framework, utilising the expertise of the groups in 
order to continue to produce enhanced guidance material. 

 

 Continue to promote co-operation between finance, performance, social care and 
associated local authority and partner stakeholders in order to find a consensus of 
understanding of the new requirements and a shared approach to implementation. 

 

 Utilise the feedback provided in regard to submission deadlines and publication dates 
as part of the planning for these activities for 2014-15.  
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Detailed Survey Results 
The HSCIC received 145 responses in total and chose to analyse 129, with 15 disregarded 
due to all but the opening personal details questions being left unanswered or where 
councils had submitted duplicate responses. In most cases one or more of the duplicate 
submissions were incomplete so only the council’s complete submission was analysed. 

Of the 129 submissions being analysed, 123 were responding on behalf of a council, with 
116 different councils accounted for. Seven councils submitted two responses and both their 
responses were analysed as answers differed and were submitted by members of different 
teams.     

Six of the respondents answered anonymously. A full list of responding organisations can be 
seen in Appendix A. 

Full details of the responses to each question are given below. Some responses did not 
include answers to all of the questions. In many cases this was due to question logic 
incorporated as part of the survey design, which diverted respondents past questions which 
were not applicable to them based on their answers to previous questions. Therefore, the 
number of respondents to each question is included in the detailed results. Figures may not 
add up to 100% due to rounding. 

Additional comments on all the questions were submitted as open-ended responses by 
many of the respondents. These responses have been considered by the relevant working 
groups. 

 

About the respondents 
 

Table 1: What role do you hold in your council? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

Performance 82 

Finance 8 

Safeguarding 2 

Other                     14 

Total number of respondents = 129 
  Respondents were able to give multiple answers to this question                                     Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

A number of respondents to the question asking what role they held at the council selected 
more than one option. Table 1 shows that of the 129 responses, 82 per cent said they held a 
performance role, 8 per cent held a finance role and 2 per cent held a safeguarding role.  

18 of the respondents answered ‘other’, with 16 going on to specify the following positions: 
Community engagement; Case Coordinator; Project Manager; Management Information; 
Service Manager, Adult Social Care; IT systems; Head of Adult Social Care Operations; ASC 
Transformation; Business Systems Support; Group response via project board; Information 
Systems; Analyst; Had feedback also from Finance; Finance & Resources; and Management 
Information; Management Information Systems Portfolio Manager, responsible for the 
repository that collects the information and produces the reports. 
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Progress towards implementation 
 

Table 2: Please indicate your progress with the implementation of the key EQ-CL data 
items. 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

We are yet to start implementing EQ-CL 2                     

We have started implementing EQ-CL but have not yet made the new 
data items available to operational staff 

16 

We have made data items available to operational staff 75 

Don't know 8 

Total number of respondents = 129 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Table 2 shows that 75 per cent of respondents said EQ-CL data items had been made 
available to operational staff, 16 per cent said they had started implementing EQ-CL but 
were yet to make the data items available to staff and 8 per cent said they did not know their 
organisation’s progress. Two per cent said they were yet to begin implementing EQ-CL. 

 

Table 3: Please indicate which of the following EQ-CL data items you have 
successfully implemented. 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

We now record Primary Support Reason for new social care clients 94 

We now record Reported Health Conditions for new social care clients 88 

Our existing social care clients have each been allocated a Primary 
Support Reason 

44 

Some of our existing social care clients have been allocated a Primary 
Support Reason but some have not as this is being done as part of the 
client reviews 

45                     

Our existing social care clients, where appropriate, have been allocated 
Reported Health Conditions 

32 

Total number of respondents = 97 
 Respondents were able to give multiple answers to this question                                     Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Only respondents who earlier indicated they had made EQ-CL data items available to 
operational staff were asked this question. The vast majority (94 per cent) of the 97 
respondents said they were now recording Primary Support Reason for new social care 
clients, with almost as many – 88 per cent – saying they now recorded Reported Health 
Conditions for new clients. 

44 per cent of the respondents said existing clients had each been allocated a Primary 
Support Reason while 45 per cent said some existing clients had been allocated a Primary 
Support Reason but some had not as this was being done as part of the client reviews. 

32 per cent of respondents said their existing clients had, where appropriate, been allocated 
Reported Health Conditions. 
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Table 4: If you are recording Reported Health Conditions, which are collected within 
your recording system? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

Only the mandatory Reported Health Conditions 22 

All the Reported Health Conditions listed in EQ-CL 64 

A wider range of Reported Health Conditions than is listed in EQ-CL 13 

We are not collecting RHC at the moment 1                     

Total number of respondents = 95 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

Only respondents who earlier indicated they had made EQ-CL data items available to 
operational staff were asked this question. Table 4 shows that 64 per cent of the 95 
respondents said all the Reported Health Conditions listed in EQ-CL were being collected 
within their recording system, while 13 per cent said a wider range than listed in EQ-CL was 
being collected. 22 per cent said only the mandatory Reported Health Conditions were being 
collected and one per cent said they were not yet collecting Reported Health Conditions.  

 

Table 5: Do your systems allow recording different Primary Support Reasons for one 
client in respect to long term care and short term care to maximise independence? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

Yes 75 

No 24 

We are not collecting Primary Support Reasons at the moment 1                     

Total number of respondents = 95 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

Only respondents who earlier indicated they had made EQ-CL data items available to 
operational staff were asked this question. Three quarters (75 per cent) of the respondents 
said their systems did allow for recording different Primary Support Reasons for one client in 
respect to long term care and short term care to maximise independence, while 24 per cent 
said their systems did not allow for this. 

One per cent said they were not collecting Primary Support Reasons.  

 

Table 6: Please indicate your progress with the implementation of the key SALT data 
items. 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

We are yet to start implementing SALT 2 

We have started implementing SALT but have not yet made the new data 
items available to operational staff 21 

We have made SALT data items available to operational staff 68 

Don’t know 9                     

Total number of respondents = 124 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 
 



Adult social care national data collections implementation report 

 
Copyright © 2014, Health and Social Care Information Centre. All rights reserved. 10 

Table 6 shows that two thirds (68 per cent) of the respondents said they had made SALT 
data items available to operational staff, while 21 per cent had started implementing SALT 
but had not yet made the new data items available.  

Nine per cent did not know their progress with the implementation of the SALT data items, 
while two per cent said they were yet to start implementing SALT. 

 

Table 7: Please indicate which of the following SALT data items you have successfully 
implemented. 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

We now record the ‘route of access’ for new clients 95  

We now record ‘significant events’ that lead to client reviews 90                      

We now record sequels to requests for support for new clients 92  

We now record sequels to short term care to maximise independence 89  

We now record sequels to planned and unplanned reviews 89 

Total number of respondents = 84 
 Respondents were able to give multiple answers to this question                                     Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

This question was asked only of the respondents who earlier indicated they had made SALT 
data items available to operational staff. All but five per cent of the 84 respondents said they 
now recorded ‘route of access’ for new clients. 92 per cent said they recorded sequels for 
requests for support for new clients. 90 per cent said they now recorded ‘significant events’ 
that lead to client reviews and 89 per cent said they recorded sequels to short term care to 
maximise independence and sequels to planned and unplanned reviews. 

 

Table 8: Please could you indicate which of the following changes you have made in 
relation to ASC-FR? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

We have changed our coding structure to take account of the new Primary 
Support Reasons 42 

We have not changed our code structure yet 27 

We are able to run reports showing the new reporting requirements 23 

We do not need to change our code structure as we will be taking the 
information from elsewhere 21 

We are waiting for our activity system to be updated with the new client 
information (PSR’s) so have no data to report on at the moment 18 

Total number of respondents = 121 
 Respondents were able to give multiple answers to this question                                     Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Table 8 shows that 42 per cent of the respondents had changed their coding structure to 
take account of new Primary Support Reasons. 27 per cent said they had not yet changed 
their coding structure, while 21per cent said they did not need to change their coding 
structure as they would be taking the information from elsewhere.  
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23 per cent of the respondents said they were able to run reports showing the new reporting 
requirements and 18 per cent said they were waiting for their activity systems to be updated 
with new client Primary Support Reasons so, as yet, had no data to report on. 

 

Working with partners towards implementation 
 

Table 9: How confident are you that your software supplier(s) (where applicable) will 
be able to deliver the necessary changes to support the implementation of the new 
requirements? 

 
Finance 

recording system 
Activity recording 

system 
Combined finance and activity 
recording system (if applicable) 

Very confident 8% 6% 5% 

Confident 25% 25% 22% 

Fairly confident 24% 25% 22% 

Not very confident 7% 7% 12% 

They have already 
made the changes 

8% 15% 10% 

We are moving to a 
new system this year 
so can’t comment at 
this stage 

8% 6% 9% 

We do not use an 
external supplier 

9% 8% 8% 

Don’t know 11% 7% 12% 

Total number of 
respondents 

106 110 77 

Figures may not add up to 100 per cent due to rounding                                                   Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Table 9 shows that 33 per cent of respondents felt confident or very confident that their 
software supplier would be able to deliver the necessary changes to support the 
implementation of the new requirements for the Finance collection. 24 per cent were fairly 
confident while seven per cent were not very confident.  Eight per cent said the changes had 
already been made and eight per cent said they couldn’t comment as they were moving to a 
new system. Nine per cent said they did not use an external supplier. 

When asked the same questions regarding the activity recording system, 31 per cent of 
respondents said they were either confident or very confident their supplier would deliver the 
necessary changes. 25 per cent were fairly confident and seven per cent were not very 
confident.  15 per cent said the changes had already been made while six per cent could not 
comment as they were moving to a new system. Eight per cent said they did not use an 
external supplier. 
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Table 9 also shows that 77 respondents would be using a combined finance and activity 
recording system and 27 per cent of them were confident or very confident that their 
software supplier would be able to deliver the necessary changes to it. 22 per cent were 
fairly confident and 12 per cent were not very confident. 10 per cent said the changes had 
already been made while nine per cent could not comment at that stage. Eight per cent did 
not use an external supplier.  

 

Table 10: Please could you confirm your software supplier(s)? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

OLM’s CareFirst 21 

Liquidlogic’s Protocol 18 

Corelogic’s Framework-I / Mosaic 18 

Northgate’s SWIFT / AIS 18 

Other (please specify) 18 

We don’t have a software supplier - we  
have a system developed in-house 

7 

Total number of respondents = 119 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Table 10 shows a fairly even spread of software suppliers across the 119 respondents. 21 
per cent said they used OLM’s CareFirst while 18 per cent used Corelogic’s Protocol.  
Corelogic’s Framework-I/Mosaic and Northgate’s SWIFT / AIS also each had an 18 per cent 
share of the responses. Seven per cent of respondents said they used a system developed 
in-house. 

The 21 respondents who indicated they had a different supplier to those listed went on to 
specify. Their responses have been considered by the relevant working groups. 

 

Table 11: How will you be preparing the data tables for your year-end submission of 
SALT data?  

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

By using reporting prepared by a software supplier 13 

By preparing our own reporting 69 

Other (please specify) 18 

Total number of respondents = 119 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Table 11 shows 69 per cent of the respondents to this question would be preparing their own 
reporting for the year-end submission of SALT data, with 13 per cent using reporting 
prepared by a software supplier. 

All but one of the 22 respondents who answered ‘Other’ went on to specify. Their responses 
have been reviewed by the relevant working groups. 
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Table 12: What progress have you made in terms preparing your reporting for SALT?  

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

We have yet to start work on our reporting mechanism for SALT 15 

We are developing our reporting but are yet to prepare any in-year SALT 
data tables 

60 

We are developing our reporting and have compiled some in-year SALT 
data tables 

22 

We have finished developing our reporting and have in-year SALT data 3 

Total number of respondents = 117 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Of the 117 respondents to the question gauging progress in preparing reporting for SALT, 60 
per cent were developing their reporting but were still to prepare any in-year SALT data 
tables. 22 per cent said they had compiled some in-year data tables. 

15 per cent were yet to start work on their SALT reporting mechanism. 

Three per cent said they had finished developing reporting and had in-year SALT data. 

 

Table 13: How confident are you that your partner Mental Health Trust(s) (where 
applicable) will be able to deliver the necessary data to support the new reporting 
requirements?  

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

Very confident 6 

Fairly confident 48 

Not very confident 32 

We do not have a partner Mental health Trust 15 

Total number of respondents = 117 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

More than half the respondents (54 per cent) were either fairly confident or very confident 
that their partner Mental Health Trust wold be able to deliver the necessary data to support 
the new reporting requirements. 32 per cent were not very confident while 15 per cent 
indicated they did not have a partner Mental Health Trust. 

 

Table 14: Please indicate the progress your partner Mental Health Trust(s) have made 
with implementing the key EQ-CL and SALT data items in regard to the new 
requirements?   

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

We don’t know 31 

They have indicated that they will not be making any changes 7 

They have yet to start making changes 19 



Adult social care national data collections implementation report 

 
Copyright © 2014, Health and Social Care Information Centre. All rights reserved. 14 

They are working on implementation but have not made the new data 
items available to operational staff 

19 

They have made the new data items available to operational staff 23 

Total number of respondents = 99 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

This question was only put to respondents who previously indicated they did have a partner 
Mental Health Trust. Almost a third (31 per cent) did not know the progress their partner trust 
had made with implementing the key EQ-CL and SALT data items. 23 per cent said their 
partner trust had made the new data items available to operational staff while 19 per cent 
said they had not yet begun making changes.  

19 per cent said their partner Mental Health Trust were working on implementation but had 
not made the data items available to operational staff and 7 per cent said their trust had 
indicated they would not be making any changes.  

 

Table 15: Could you confirm which key EQ-CL and SALT data items your partner 
Mental Health Trust(s) have implemented in regard to the new requirements?  

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

They are recording Primary Support Reason 92 

They are recording Reported Health Conditions 80 

They are recording the ‘route of access’ for new clients 80 

They are recording ‘significant events’ that lead to client reviews 76 

They are recording sequels to requests for support for new clients 76 

They are recording sequels to short term care to maximise independence 60 

They are recording sequels to planned and unplanned reviews 80 

They are recording data in a manner that is not listed above  36 

Total number of respondents = 25 
 Respondents were able to give multiple answers to this question                                     Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Only the 23 respondents who earlier indicated they did have a Partner Mental Health Trust 
and the trust had made the new data items available to operational staff were asked this 
question.  

An additional two respondents also answered this question despite not answering the 
prerequisite answer option needed and so the sample size was 25. Due to the relatively low 
number of respondents, caution is needed when analysing the responses.  

More than 90 per cent of respondents said their partner trust was recording Primary Support 
Reason, while 80 per cent were recording Reported Health Conditions.  

Table 15 also shows that 80 per cent of respondents’ Partner Mental Health Trusts were 
recording sequels to planned and unplanned reviews and ‘route of access’ for new clients. 
76 per cent were recording ‘significant events’ that lead to client reviews and sequels to 
requests for support for new clients. 

60 per cent of the respondents said their partner trust were recording sequels to short term 
care to maximise independence. 
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The nine respondents who said their partner trust were recording data in a manner not listed 
above left open-ended responses to specify. See Appendix O. 

The following question in the survey asked respondents to confirm which Mental Health 
Trust they worked with. Their open-ended responses have been considered by the relevant 
working groups. 

 

Support with implementation 
 

Table 16: Are you aware that any queries you may have in relation to the ZBR 
collections and framework can be sent to the HSCIC for technical support? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

Yes 97 

No 3 

Total number of respondents = 116 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Table 16 shows the vast majority (97 per cent) of respondents were aware their queries in 
relation to the collections framework could be sent to the HSCIC mailboxes for technical 
support. Three per cent were not aware. 

One respondent left an open-ended response to say they already used the HSCIC 
mailboxes for queries. 

 

 

Table 17: Have you spent the funding available for councils with regards to the 
burdens arising from ZBR new collections implementation, announced in July 2013?  

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

We spent all of it during the 2013-14 financial year 12 

We spent some of it during the 2013-14 financial year and carried some 
forward to this year which has now been spent 

12 

We spent some of it during the 2013-14 financial year and have carried 
some forward to this year to further support implementation 

39 

We spent some of it during the 2013-14 financial year but have not 
managed to carry any forward 

3 

We did not spend all of it during the 2013-14 financial year but we have 
committed to spend it in the current financial year 

17 

We did not spend all of it during the 2013-14 financial year and our 
internal budget setting has reduced the amount available for the current 
financial year 

0 

The funding was not made available to support ZBR implementation 3 

Don’t know 14 

Total number of respondents = 115 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/14617/Newsletter-June-2014/pdf/Newsletter_June_2014.pdf#page=10
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/14617/Newsletter-June-2014/pdf/Newsletter_June_2014.pdf#page=10
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/14617/Newsletter-June-2014/pdf/Newsletter_June_2014.pdf#page=10
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Table 17 shows that 39 per cent of the respondents to this question said they had spent 
some of the funding available for councils with regards to burdens arising from the new 
collections during 2013-14 and had carried some forward to this year to further support 
implementation. 17 per cent said they did not spend all the funding during 2013-14 but had 
committed to spend it in the current financial year while 12 per cent had spent all the funding 
during 2013-14. 

A further 12 per cent of respondents indicated some of the funding had been carried over to 
the 2014-15 financial year but had now been spent. 

Three per cent said funding had not been made available while a further three per cent said 
they spent some of the funding during 2013-14 but had not been able to carry any forward. 

Nobody said their internal budget setting had reduced the amount available for the current 
year. 14 per cent did not know whether the funding had been spent. 

 

Table 18: The HSCIC have offered support to councils with implementation of the new 
collections in a number of ways. Which do you feel would be most useful to your 
council?  

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

Enhanced guidance 36 

Updates at regional meetings 10 

Attendance at regional workshop events 16 

Facilitation of webinars 4 

One-to-one support on site 8 

Answers to queries on the new requirements 26 

Total number of respondents = 115 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

A third of the respondents (36 per cent) felt the enhanced guidance was the most useful 
means of support offered to councils by the HSCIC, while 26 per cent said answers to 
queries on the new requirements were most useful.  

Four per cent felt the facilitation of webinars was the most useful means of support. 
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SALT 
 

Table 19: As a council how confident are you in your ability to report data 
representative of a full year for 2014-15 for the SALT collection? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

Very confident 9 

Confident 40 

Fairly confident 
43 

Not very confident 7 

N/A 1 

Total number of respondents = 115 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Just under half the respondents (49 per cent) said they were confident or very confident in 
their council’s ability to report data representative of a full year for 2014-15 for the SALT 
collection, with 43 per cent feeling fairly confident. Seven per cent said they were not very 
confident.  

 

ASC-FR 
 

Table 20: As a council how confident are you in your ability to report data 
representative of a full year for 2014-15 for the ASC-FR collection? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

Very confident 7 

Confident 35 

Fairly confident 
44 

Not very confident 9 

N/A 5 

Total number of respondents = 115 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Table 20 shows 42 per cent of the respondents were confident or very confident of their 
council’s ability to report data representative of a full year for the ASC-FR collection with a 
further 44 per cent indicating they were fairly confident. Nine per cent said they were not very 
confident. 

 

Table 21: How are you intending to collect finance information for your ASC-FR 
return?  

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 
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By a business intelligence report taken from the activity data system 28 

Via a data integration tool (e.g. something that takes data from a number 
of systems – for example your activity data system and your finance 
system) 

35 

Another method (e.g. a local solution not referenced above) 27 

By a number of additional cost centres. Please confirm how many 11 

Total number of respondents = 113 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Just over a third (35 per cent) of the respondents were intending to collect finance 
information for their ASC-FR return via a data integration tool, 28 per cent planned to use a 
business intelligence report taken from the activity data system and 11 per cent by a number 
of additional cost centres. A further 27 per cent said they intended to use an alternative 
method not listed.  

 

EQ-CL 
 

Table 22: As a council how confident are you in your ability to report data on Primary 
Support Reason for the 2014-15 collections which utilise this data (ASC-FR / SALT / 
SAR)? 

 
ASC-FR SALT SAR 

Very confident 21% 26% 31% 

Confident 42% 51% 43% 

Fairly confident 33% 21% 24% 

Not very confident 2% 1% 1% 

N/A 3% 1% 1% 

Total number of 
respondents 

112 113 113 

Figures may not add up to 100 per cent due to rounding                                                   Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

63 per cent of respondents were confident or very confident in their council’s ability to report 
data on Primary Support Reason for the 2014-15 ASC-FR collection, with a further 33 per 
cent saying they were fairly confident. Two per cent said they were not confident. 

Confidence levels were similarly high for the SALT and SAR collections. Around three 
quarters were confident or very confident that they, as a council, could report Primary 
Support Reason for SAR and SALT. For SALT, 21 per cent were fairly confident and one per 
cent not very confident. For SAR, 24 per cent were fairly confident and one per cent not very 
confident. 
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Table 23: Do you intend to retain data collection and reporting of primary client type 
(as utilised in RAP / PSS-EX1) within your systems from 2014-15 onwards? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

Yes 34 

No 45 

Not sure 21 

Total number of respondents = 112 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Table 23 shows 45 per cent of the respondents did not intend to retain data collection and 
reporting of primary client type from 2014-15 onwards, while 34 per cent said they would. 
Just over a fifth (21 per cent) of the respondents were unsure. 

 

Table 24: As a council how confident are you in your ability to report data on Reported 
Health Conditions for the 2014-15 collections which utilise this data (SALT / SAR)?  

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

Very confident 17 

Confident 36 

Fairly confident 42 

Not very confident 4 

N/A 2 

Total number of respondents = 112 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Just over half (53 per cent) of the respondents said they were confident or very confident in 
their council’s ability to report data on Reported Health Conditions for the 2014-15 SALT and 
SAR collections, with a further 42 per cent saying they were fairly confident. Four per cent 
were not very confident. 
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Release of the 2014-15 data 
 

Table 25: In 2013 and 2014, the HSCIC made provisional data on ASCOF, user survey 
and activity available for management information in June and publicly published it in 
July. Given the changes to the activity data for 2014-15 with the introduction of SALT, 
when do you think this provisional data should be made available to councils in 2015? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

June 42 

July 33 

August 
13 

September 6 

October 3 

November 3 

Total number of respondents = 112 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Respondents on the whole favoured early release of the provisional data, with three-quarters 
(75 per cent) saying they would like to see the data released in June or July.   

 

Table 26: When should the data be published? 

Response Percentage of Respondents (%) 

June 3 

July 23 

August 19 

September 35 

October 10 

November 10 

Total number of respondents = 111 
                                                                                    Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre 

 

Table 26 shows just over a third (35 per cent) of respondents favoured a September 2015 
publication of the 2014-15 data, while 23 per cent said July and 19 per cent felt August was 
the ideal month. 10 per cent would want to the data to be published in October or November 
and three per cent of respondents would favour a June publication. 
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Appendix A 
List of responding organisations  

Anonymous (x6) 

Bath and North East Somerset Council 

Bedford Borough Council 

Birmingham 

Blackburn with Darwen 

Blackpool 

Bolton Council 

Borough of Poole 

Bournemouth Borough Council (x2) 

Bracknell Forest Council 

Bradford 

Brent 

Brighton and Hove 

Bristol City Council (x2) 

Buckinghamshire 

Bury Council 

Calderdale 

Cambridgeshire 

Cheshire East 

Cheshire West & Chester Council 

City Of York Council 

Council of the Isles of Scilly 

Coventry 

Cumbria 

Darlington Borough Council 

Derbyshire County Council  

Doncaster 

Dorset County Council 

Dudley 

Ealing 

East Sussex County Council 

Enfield 

Essex County Council (x2) 

Gloucestershire County Council (x2) 

Halton Borough Council 

Hampshire 

Hartlepool 

Herefordshire County Council 

Hertfordshire County Council 

Hillingdon 

Hull City Council 

Isle of Wight 

Kirklees 

Knowsley 

Lancashire 

LB Haringey 

Leeds 

Leicestershire County Council (x2) 

Lincolnshire County Council 

Liverpool (x2) 

London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham 

London Borough of Bexley 

London Borough of Camden 

London borough of Hackney 

London Borough of Harrow 

London Borough of Havering 

London Borough of Lambeth 

London Borough of Lewisham 

London Borough of Newham  

London Borough of Sutton 

London Borough of Waltham Forest 

London Borough Southwark 

Luton Borough Council 

Manchester City Council 

Medway Council 

Merton 
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Middlesbrough 

Milton Keynes 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne 

Norfolk County Council 

North East Lincolnshire 

North Somerset Council 

North Tyneside Council 

North Yorkshire County Council 

Northamptonshire County Council 

Northumberland 

Nottinghamshire County Council 

Oldham 

Peterborough 

Plymouth City Council 

Portsmouth CC 

Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council 

Rochdale MBC 

Rotherham MBC 

Royal Borough Kingston upon Thames 

Royal Greenwich 

Rutland 

Salford City Council 

Sandwell M.B.C 

Sheffield City Council 

Shropshire Council 

Solihull 

South Gloucestershire 

South Tyneside Council 

Southampton 

Southend 

Staffordshire County Council 

Stockport MBC 

Stockton-on-Tees 

Stoke on Trent City Council 

Suffolk County Council 

Surrey County Council 

Swindon Borough Council 

Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council 

Telford & Wrekin Council 

Thurrock Council (x2) 

Torbay Council 

Trafford 

Walsall Council 

Warrington Borough Council 

Warwickshire County Council 

West Berkshire 

West Sussex County Council 

Wigan 

Wiltshire Council 

Wirral Council 

Worcestershire 
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