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25 September 2014 
 

To: Directors of Adult Social Services & contacts for national data collections 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
The Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) issues a letter at the end of 
September each year to provide information on the HSCIC’s national adult social 
care data returns. There have also been quarterly updates over the past year and 
you can see these at: http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2014 
 
This letter has been approved by the Adult Social Care Data and Outcomes Board 
(ASC-DOB), which is jointly chaired by the Department of Health (DH) and the 
Association of Directors of Adult Social Services (ADASS).   
 
This letter includes the collection dates for next year and provides information on: 
 

 Submission of data in 2014 in respect of 2013-14 

 Implementation of the new collections 

 Consultation on future outputs 

 Submission of data in 2015 in respect of 2014-15 

 Update on user and carer survey plans 

 Update on the safeguarding outcomes measure pilot 

 Submission of data in 2016 in respect of 2015-16 

 Care Act 

 Stakeholder Groups 

 New governance arrangements to replace OIDB 

 Voluntary in-year collection of DoLS data 

 Update on the Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework (ASCOF) & My NHS 
 
A set of slides accompanies this letter for your use in related discussions at local 
meetings. These slides can be found at: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015. 
 
In order to continue to provide timely updates during the transition to the new 
collections, we expect that there will again be quarterly updates over the coming 
year. Please ensure that colleagues who need to act on the content of this letter 
have sight of it and if you have any queries please contact us via our mailboxes. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Katharine Robbins, 
Social Care Programme Manager, Health and Social Care Information Centre 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2014
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015


Submission of data in 2014 in respect of 2013-14 
 
Thank you for your data submissions this year. You can see the links to the 
publications and future publication dates for the reports based on these collections in 
Appendix B.  
 
Implementation of the new collections 

 
We have now collected the first two collections arising from the Zero Based Review. 
The first Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) report was published in 
September 2014 and the first Safeguarding Adults Return (SAR) report will be 
published in October 2014. 
 
We continue to support the implementation process for all the new collections in 
various ways and would welcome further input on how we can best do this. If you 
have any general queries on the new collections, you can contact us at: 
socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk. 
 

Our monthly newsletter includes case studies to highlight examples of innovation 
and best practice. It signposts to the reports on our implementation surveys and 
provides information on the regional groups.  
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015 
 
Our team maintains mailboxes to respond to queries relating to the new collections. 
Via our technical working groups, the HSCIC team, local authority secondees and 
representatives assist with issues of interpretation and the development of further 
enhanced guidance. Please see the links in Appendix A to the guidance documents 
with the mailbox addresses. 
 
Consultation on future outputs 

 
Earlier in 2014, we consulted on the outputs required for the SAR and DoLS returns. 
We now need to consult on the outputs for the wider range of collections and have 
launched a short consultation. This closes on 12 November 2014, and we look 
forward to seeing your feedback. 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/5087/Consultation-on-Adult-Social-Care-Outputs-
from-the-National-Returns.  
 

mailto:socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/5087/Consultation-on-Adult-Social-Care-Outputs-from-the-National-Returns
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/5087/Consultation-on-Adult-Social-Care-Outputs-from-the-National-Returns


Submission of data in 2015 in respect of 2014-15 
 
This is the first year of the new SALT and ASC-FR collections, which were 
announced in May 2013, together with the Equalities and Classifications Framework 
(EQ-CL). EQ-CL also now applies to the SAR return, and the subsequent changes to 
tables were outlined at that point.  
 
Please note that the collections (other than the new quarterly DoLS collection) 
are mandatory and the data submitted must be representative of all activity 
from the whole reporting year. 
 
The submission dates for 2015 are shown in Appendix A, along with links to the 
guidance documents. Thank you to everyone who took part in the feedback surveys 
and who helped develop the guidance. You can see the reports on the feedback 
surveys at:  http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015 
 
Please note that: 
 

 We announced some minor changes to the second year (2014-15) of the 
DoLS return in the September 2013 letter to councils. 

 As confirmed in the June 2014 letter to councils, the Carers’ Survey is going 
ahead in 2014-15 and the guidance materials were issued in June 2014. 

 The June 2014 letter to councils also noted two changes to the mandatory 
data for the NMDS-SC return. 

 We uploaded new versions of the ASC-FR and SALT pro-formas in 
September 2014 and the minor corrections are outlined on the pro-formas 
themselves. 

 
Update on user and carer survey plans 
 
Both the user (ASCS) and carer (SACE) surveys take place in 2014-15.  
 
Councils may also want to consider the timing of their local research projects in 
relation to the surveys. Response rates and the quality of responses could be 
affected by other recent and current activity in the local authority. Please also note 
that the guidance outlines the exceptional circumstances where it would be 
appropriate to undertake the survey by telephone.  
 
We recently sought views from stakeholders on the future Adult Social Care Survey 
(ASCS). Thank you for your feedback - a report on the consultation is available at: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015 and we will continue to work with 
SSUSG on the next steps. 
 
We are grateful to those local authorities who have recently assisted with the 
cognitive testing of the proposed questions on integrated care. Further work will be 
done and there will be a placeholder in the 2015-16 ASCOF Framework document. 
 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015


Update on the safeguarding outcomes measure pilot 
 

Thank you to the 40 local authorities who have recently taken part in the pilot. DH 
and ADASS welcomed the initial findings and are considering how the work can be 
developed further. 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/4769/Safeguarding-Outcomes-Measure-Pilot-Study 
 

Submission of data in 2016 in respect of 2015-16 
 
There are some minor changes to the collections for 2015-16.  
 
We recently asked colleagues in local authorities about the potential burden of 
implementing some changes to ASC-FR which had been proposed by the ASC-FR 
group and included in the recent SeRCOP consultation.  
 
We have concluded that it will not be possible to take all of the areas forward on a 
mandatory basis, and so the analysis of the 65+ age group over the 65-74, 75-84 
and 85+ age groups will remain voluntary. 
 
Subject to confirmation later in the year through SeRCOP, the following mandatory 
changes will be introduced to the 2015-16 ASC-FR to better align the collections: 
 

 Residential Care lines will include residential care direct payments. This will only 
affect the trailblazer authorities in the first instance 

 Support for social isolation will be recorded separately under the social support 
category instead of being included within the physical support line 

 Substance misuse will include ASC costs in relation to clients only receiving 
support for alcohol dependency as well as those receiving support for drug and 
alcohol dependency 

 Guidance to state that ‘it is important for consistent reporting purposes to attribute 
each client to one long term client group only and according to that client’s 
primary support reason. It is possible that clients will have additional short term 
episodes of care which might be recorded against a different primary support 
reason. 

 
The original SALT announcement in May 2013 stated that for SALT measure 
STS001, tables 2a and 2b become mandatory for 2015-16. However, table ST003 
was included on a temporary basis and completion of this table for 2015-16 will be 
voluntary. 

 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/4769/Safeguarding-Outcomes-Measure-Pilot-Study


Care Act 
 

We have discussed some potential data requirements arising from the Care Act with 
stakeholders and would like to consult more widely on the proposals. These 
changes, which would not be mandatory recording changes for 2015-16 relate to: 

 An additional data collection on deferred payments 

 Some additional information to collect through the SALT return 

 Some potential changes to the Safeguarding Adults Return 
 

The consultation on these changes, which is expected to include an assessment of 
burdens, is expected to be available in autumn 2014. If you would like to help 
develop these proposals please consider joining our stakeholder groups. 
 
Stakeholder Groups 
 
HSCIC stakeholder groups meet to seek regular feedback on each of our work 
areas. We welcome new members, particularly from regions which are currently 
under-represented. You can see the latest membership list at: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015 

 
New governance arrangements to replace OIDB 
 
This letter has been developed by the Communications Group, and the National 
Data Collections Programme Board which both include local authority 
representatives. The Programme Board is chaired by the HSCIC and includes 
representatives from local authorities and a number of national organisations such 
as DH, CQC, SfC, LGA and DCLG.  
 
It has then been approved by the Adult Social Care Data and Outcomes Board 
(ASC-DOB), which is jointly chaired by the Department of Health (DH) and the 
Association of Directors of Adult Social Services (ADASS), and which has recently 
replaced the Outcomes and Information Development Board (OIDB). ASC-DOB will 
oversee the national data collections and ASCOF, whereas the Adult Social Care 
Technology and Informatics Group (ASC-TIG) will cover other areas outside the 
remit of this letter.    
 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015


Voluntary in-year collection of DoLS data 
 
In order to understand the impact of the Supreme Court judgment on Deprivation of 
Liberty Safeguards that was handed down in March 2014, the Department of Health 
have commissioned the HSCIC to collect and publish a voluntary data collection for 
DoLS on a quarterly basis, covering the period April 2014 – September 2015. This 
will help the Department to track the scale of the Supreme Court judgment impact on 
local authorities in a timely manner, and will allow any increase in the number of 
DoLS applications to be quantified and evidenced.  
  
The quarterly collection is an aggregate collection submitted via Omnibus. The 
collection for the first quarter (April-June 2014) took place during September. This 
was completed by the vast majority of local authorities, and will be published on 2 
October 2014.The data for the second quarter will be collected in early October and 
published on 5 November 2014.For more information on the quarterly collection 
please see the guidance document under the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards 
(DoLS) Return section of the HSCIC Social Care Collections page 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015  

 
 

Update on the Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework (ASCOF) and My NHS 
 

The ASCOF for 2015-16 will be published by the Department of Health later in the 
autumn, setting out the framework for the coming year and signalling areas for 
further development. If you have any queries regarding the ASCOF, or would like to 
be involved in its development for future years, please contact the Department 
directly at ascof@dh.gsi.gov.uk. 
 
On 19 September My NHS website was launched, and it is now possible to monitor, 
in one place, the performance of services across health and adult social care over a 
range of measures on a local and a national level at  
http://www.nhs.uk/Service-Search/performance/search  
 
The following scorecards are available: 
•             Hospital   
•             Social care  
•             Public health services  
•             Public health outcomes 
This tool is part of the Governments’ commitment to ensuring that making access to 
information about the quality of services is the norm for public services.  My NHS is 
in Beta version at present and you are encouraged to provide feedback to: 
indicators@nhschoices.nhs.uk  
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015
mailto:ascof@dh.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nhs.uk/Service-Search/performance/search
mailto:indicators@nhschoices.nhs.uk


Appendix A: Information on collections  
 

Return Code Return Title Due Date 
Changes from previous 

year 
Guidance etc 

available 
Web page 

Activity Data      

SALT (first year of 
collection) 

Short and Long Term (SALT) 
Return for the year ending 31 
March 2015 

Thursday 28 
May 2015 

New collection Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015 

SAR  Safeguarding Adults Return for 
the period 1 April 2014 to 31 
March 2015 

Thursday 11 
June  

Primary Client Group replaced 
with Primary Support Reason 
and Reported Health Condition 

Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015  

Registers      

SSDA902 Registers of people who are 
blind or partially sighted  

Next collected in 
2017 

 Guidance for the 
last collection is 
available online 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2014 

User Experience 
Surveys 

     

ASCS Adult Social Care Survey, 2014-
15 

Thursday 21 
May 2015 

Changes include guidance to fit 
in with SALT and EQ-CL and 
some changes to the data 
return. 

Now  
(other materials 
available soon) 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcare/ascs1415 

SACE Survey of Adult Carers in 
England, 2014-15 (biennial) 

Thursday 23 
April 2015 

Changes include guidance to fit 
in with SALT and EQ-CL and 
some changes to the data 
return. 
 
 

Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcare/sace1415 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015


Return Code Return Title Due Date 
Changes from 
previous year 

Guidance etc 
available 

Web page 

Expenditure      

ASC-FR (first year of 
collection) 

Adult Social Care 
Finance Return 

Thursday 16 July 2015 New collection Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015 

Mental Health      

SSDA 702 Mental Health 
Guardianship 

Thursday 30 April 2015 None Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015 

MCA DoLS  Mental Capacity Act – 
Deprivation of Liberty 
Safeguards 

Thursday 21 May 2015 Pro forma reordered, 
date fields amended and 
some columns added, 
removed and altered.  

Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015 

 Mental Capacity Act – 
Deprivation of Liberty 
Safeguards – Quarterly 
Return 

Q1: 1 to 12 Sept 2014 
Q2: 1 to 14 Oct 2014 
Q3: 5 to 16 Jan 2015 
Q4: 1 to 10 Apr 2015 
 

New voluntary collection Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015 

Workforce      

NMDS-SC National Minimum Data 
set for Social Care 

14 September – 16 
October 2015 

Recent changes to how 
Occupational Therapist 
data and agency staff  
worker records are 
collected 

See Skills for Care 
website 

https://www.nmds-sc-
online.org.uk/content/view
.aspx?id=Local%20Author
ities 
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Appendix B: HSCIC Adult Social Care Publications 
 

Publication Restricted 
data on 
NASCIS 

Provisional 
Release 

Final 
Release 

Measures from the Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework, 
England, 2013-14 
 
Last year’s final report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14402 
 
Provisional report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14402 
 

23 June 
2014 

8 July 2014 9 December 
2014 

Personal Social Services Adult Social Care Survey, England, 
2013-14  
 
Last year’s final report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13182 
 
Provisional report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14386 
 

23 June 
2014 

8 July 2014 9 December 
2014 

Personal Social Services Survey of Adult Carers in England, 
2012-13 
 
Provisional report:  
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB10963 
 
Final report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB12630 
 

n/a 5 June 
2013 

 

 

7 November 
2013 

Community Care Statistics, Social Services Activity, England, 
2013-14 
 
Last year’s final report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13148 
 
Provisional report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14397 
 

23 June 
2014 

8 July 2014 9 December 
2014 

Personal Social Services: Expenditure and Unit Costs, England, 
2013-14 
 
Last year’s final report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13085 
 
Provisional report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14909 
 

29 July 
2014 

18 
September 
2014 

4 December 
2014 

Guardianship under the Mental Health Act, 1983, England, 2014 
[NS] 
 
Report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14853 
 

n/a n/a 10 
September 
2014 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14402
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14402
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13182
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14386
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB10963
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB12630
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13148
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14397
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13085
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14909
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14853


Publication Restricted 
data on 
NASCIS 

Provisional 
Release 

Final 
Release 

Safeguarding Adults Return, 2013-14 
 
 
 

16 July 
2014 

n/a 14 October 
2014 

Mental Capacity Act 2005, Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards 
Assessments, England, 2013-14, Annual report 
 
Report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14825 
 

16 July 
2014 

n/a 3 
September 
2014 

Mental Capacity Act 2005, Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards 
Assessments, England – Quarterly Return 
 
 

n/a n/a Q1:  
2 October 
2014 
 
Q2:  
5 November 
2014 
 

Personal Social Services: Staff of Social Services Departments at 
30 September, England, 2013 [NS] 
 
Last year’s report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB13477 
 

n/a n/a 26 February 
2015 

Registered Blind and Partially Sighted People England, Year 
ending 31 March 2014 
 
Report: 
www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/blindpartiallysighted14 
 

n/a n/a 2 
September 
2014 
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