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Dear Alastair  
 
RE: Misrepresentation of HSCIC figures   
  
We are writing to express our concern at the way the Health Service Journal chose to press release 
its article ‘Staff shortage fuels recruitment of nearly 6,000 overseas nurses’ on 17 December 
2014. 
 
In your press release you stated that ‘overseas nurses have made up more than four fifths of all 
qualified nursing staff recruited to the NHS’. This assumption is incorrect for the following reasons: 
 

 The Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) figure of 7,111 covers a six month 
time period, rather than the 12 month period, which we understand your publications used for 
the 5,778 figure. 

 The HSCIC figure is a change in the number of nurses working in the NHS between two given 
points in time and so represents the difference between joiners and leavers.  

 7,111 represents the full-time equivalent (FTE) – which takes the total hours worked by all 
staff including part time nurses to calculate how many full time workers this total would equate 
to.    

 Your figure of 5,778 seems to be based on a headcount of nurses – which means the total 
count of part time and full time workers. Headcount is normally a higher figure than FTE.  

 The two figures have been collected separately, using different methods, and are therefore 
not directly comparable. 

   
The HSCIC is duty bound as the providers of national statistics for the NHS to ensure that our data is 
represented correctly. HSJ also has a responsibility to healthcare professionals to ensure information 
is represented clearly.  
 
Due to widespread inaccurate national coverage of your press release, we respectfully request that 
you print an apology in the next edition of your publication.  
  
 



 

 
The media team are very happy to clarify any further point on this and the full correction is running on 
the front page of our website:  
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/5298/Correction-to-media-article-about-the-number-of-nurses-
employed-from-overseas  
  
 Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 

Kingsley Manning 
Chair 

Andy Williams 
Chief Executive 

 
 
cc: The Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP, Secretary of State for Health 
       Sam Lister, Director of Communications, Department of Health 
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