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Welcome to your monthly update on the adult social care data collections and the 

wider work of the Health & Social Care Information Centre. 

This newsletter is shorter than usual as a result of its relatively early release this 

month. We plan to release a formal letter to councils later this month (see below).  

We hope you find this newsletter useful and we welcome your feedback. Details of 

how to contact us are shown in the mailboxes section below. 

 

This edition includes: 

 Formal March letter to councils set to be issued 
 

 Thank you and goodbye to secondees 
 

 New Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework (ASCOF) Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
and Trans (LGBT) companion document released 
 

 Presentations from the recent HSCIC-Skills for Care informatics conference 
available to download 
 

 New Short and Long Term (SALT) return and Adult Social Care Finance Return 
(ASC-FR) guidance documents released  
 

 Care Act consultation reports now available online 
 

 Job opportunities for analysts at the HSCIC 
 

 Mailbox queries and how to contact us 

[Type a quote from the document or 

the summary of an interesting point. 

You can position the text box 

anywhere in the document. Use the 

Drawing Tools tab to change the 

formatting of the pull quote text 

box.] 
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Formal March letter to councils set to be issued  
The next letter is now being finalised and it is planned to be issued before the end of 

this month. This should provide news on initial changes to collections as a result of 

the Care Act. 

 

Thank you and goodbye to secondees 
Some of our part-time secondees are leaving the HSCIC Social Care team. In 

addition to Ben Larard leaving in February, Lewis Smith, Jenny Thompson and 

Annette Nelthorpe will leave at the end of March. Jonathan Kilworth and Joseph 

Dalton will continue to work with us one day a week until the end of June 2015. 

Seconded from councils around the country, their knowledge of the challenges 

facing local authorities in implementing the new collections has been instrumental in 

helping us develop the returns and support local authorities in their implementation. 

We thank them and wish them luck with their future careers.  

Jenny will remain as local authority lead for the Adult Social Care Finance Return 

(ASC-FR) working group, while Jonathan will retain his local authority lead status for 

the Social Services User Survey Group (SSUSG) and Equalities and Classifications 

Framework (EQ-CL) group. You can see a full list of leads and chairs, including a 

number of recent changes, in the working groups section below. We hope to be able 

to advertise further secondment opportunities in due course. 

 

New LGBT ASCOF companion document released 
This month the National Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans (LGB&T) Partnership 

published the Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework (ASCOF) LGBT Companion 

Document.   

The companion aims to assist commissioners to respond to their duty under the 

Health and Social Care Act 2012 for NHS England and CCGs to reduce health 

inequalities and promote integration between services for an often marginalised 

community.  

The document - developed by the National LGB&T Partnership working with the 

Department of Health - brings together the existing evidence on the care and support 

needs of LGB&T people. You can download the companion here. 

  

http://www.lgf.org.uk/policy-research/the-adult-social-care-outcomes-framework-lgb-and-t-companion-document/


Download the presentations from the  

recent social care informatics conference 
On 26 February 2015, Skills for Care and the HSCIC’s Developing Informatics Skills 

and Capability (DISC) team co-hosted a national conference to share how the 

collection, collation, analysis and meaningful presentation and sharing of information 

can transform social care. 

This free event, held at the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills in 

London, set out future plans and developments in social care informatics strategy 

and policy from policy leaders. The presentations from the event can be downloaded 

from our website. 

 

New SALT and ASC-FR guidance documents released 
The information and guidance for the 2014-15 Short and Long Term (SALT) return 

has been updated this month. The document has been developed by the SALT 

working group and you can see a list of the changes on the revision history page of 

the document, including: 

 Additional clarity around aspects of 

some measures 

 Amended description of SALT 

measure LTS003 

 Advice on providing detail of the 

basis of returns 

 Additional FAQs 

 

There are also updated and improved versions of the submission pro-forma for both 

the 2014-15 SALT and ASCF-FR collections available on line. The changes include 

a new validations page to aid councils when completing their return which also 

allows for “breach reasons” to be submitted at the point of submission in order to 

ease the burden on councils during the validation rounds. In addition, a number of 

cells have been added to allow councils to identify how many of the mandatory and 

voluntary cells within each sheet have been completed. 

 

The updated document can be viewed on the Social Care collections 2015 page of 

our website. 

Also now available is the first version of the guidance for the 2015-16 ASC-FR, 

which takes into account changes to the Service Reporting Code of Practice 

(SeRCOP).  You can see this document on the 2016 collections web page.

 

 

  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/6094/Presentations-from-The-Social-Care-Informatics-Workforce---Transforming-Care-for-people-who-need-care-and-support-event
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2016
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Care Act consultation reports now online 

Thank you again to everyone who took the time to respond to our recent 

consultations on the potential changes to national data returns arising from the Care 

Act. You can see our reports on the consultations here.  

Please note that these reports do not in themselves announce the changes. We 

hope to give more news on the actual changes in the formal March 2015 letter to 

councils. 

 

Job opportunities for analysts at the HSCIC 

The HSCIC continues to recruit staff to a number of roles across its subject areas, 

and advertises its roles on NHS Jobs. We currently have vacancies for analysts to 

analyse data and produce statistics that will help to improve the health and social 

care service. 

These are permanent appointments where you will be assigned to a team for a 

period of time before moving to a different part of the organisation to further develop 

your skills and knowledge. 

Our people are employed on NHS terms and conditions with benefits in-line with 

their terms, including competitive pay, a generous holiday package that increases 

with service and a contributory pension.  

If you are interested in Information Analyst roles, you can see more details and apply 

for these roles here. The closing date is 24 March 2015.  

 

  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2016
http://www.jobs.nhs.uk/xi/vacancy/31c8ce6e3c9ad858cb05da06f8261328/?vac_ref=913697017
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National Data Collections Programme  

Board and working groups  

The National Data Collections Programme Board reports to the Adult Social Care 

Data and Outcomes Board (ASC-DOB), which is co-chaired by ADASS and the 

Department of Health.  This document  provides details of the membership of the 

Board alongside confirmation of the membership of each of the data collection 

working groups. Each group has a local authority lead alongside the chair, as 

summarised in the table below. 

Group Chair LA Lead  

Communications Katharine Robbins (HSCIC) Michele Chew (Derbyshire) 

ASC-FR (including 
representatives from CIPFA) 

Chris Buttery (HSCIC) Jenny Thompson (Bucks) 

SALT Chris Buttery (HSCIC) Steph Smith (Kent) 

EQ-CL Stephen Jobling (HSCIC) Jonathan Kilworth (Harrow) 

SAR Katharine Robbins (HSCIC) Hilary Paxton (Leeds) 

DoLS Katharine Robbins (HSCIC) Jane Lee (Shropshire) 

Guardianship  Cher Cartwright (HSCIC) Andy Preston (Bristol) 

NMDS-SC LA group (receives 
updates from the DUG) 

Katharine Robbins (HSCIC)  

SSUSG  Katharine Robbins (HSCIC) Jonathan Kilworth (Harrow) 

Deferred payments Chris Buttery (HSCIC) Les Vickers (Brighton) 

 

 If you are interested in joining any of the working groups please contact us via: 

socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk 

 

Regional networks 

If you would like to add your voice to the council-run regional performance and 

finance networks, please contact your regional lead. A list of regional leads and 

contacts for the regional performance group, ADASS finance group and ADASS IMG 

group can be viewed here. 

 

  

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/15836/20150306-Group-Membership/xls/20150305_Group_Membership.xlsx
mailto:socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/15526/Regional-performance-and-finance-networks/pdf/Regional_performance_and_finance_networks.pdf
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National Data Collections mailbox queries  

Local authorities, software suppliers and NHS organisations continue to send 

queries to the ASC-FR, EQ-CL and SALT mailboxes. You can see the latest table 

showing the distribution of the queries between the three topics on our website, 

under the Adult Social Care National Data Collections Newsletter heading.     

 

The mailboxes are: 

Equalities and Classifications Framework (EQ-CL): eqcl.hscic@hscic.gov.uk 

Short and Long Term Collection (SALT): SALT@hscic.gov.uk 

Adult Social Care Finance Return (ASC-FR): ASCFinance@hscic.gov.uk 

Safeguarding Adults Return (SAR): safe.guarding1@hscic.gov.uk 

Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS): HSCICdols@hscic.gov.uk 

Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework Safeguarding Outcomes Measure: 
HSCICsgoutcomes@hscic.gov.uk 

Guardianship under the Mental Health Act: HSCICguardianship@hscic.gov.uk 

General queries on the ZBR: socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk 

Queries relating to the DCLG RA and RO returns: lgf1.revenue@communities.gsi.gov.uk 

Please note that the Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework (ASCOF) is owned by the Department of Health and the 

HSCIC are unable to respond to queries relating to ASCOF. Queries should be submitted to the dedicated ASCOF 

mailbox: ASCOF@dh.gsi.gov.uk 

Whilst we aim to respond to queries as soon as we are able please be aware that particularly complex or lengthy queries 

may take a number of weeks to resolve. 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015
mailto:eqcl.hscic@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:SALT@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:ASCFinance@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:safe.guarding1@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:HSCICdols@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:HSCICsgoutcomes@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:HSCICguardianship@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:lgf1.revenue@communities.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ASCOF@dh.gsi.gov.uk

