
 
 

enquiries@hscic.gov.uk 
www.hscic.gov.uk 

 

23 March 2015 
 

To: Directors of Adult Social Services & contacts for national data collections 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
The Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) issues a letter at the end of 
September each year to provide information on the HSCIC’s national adult social 
care data returns. While it is not now necessary to provide quarterly updates,  there 
are a number of points to communicate at this stage. 
 
This letter provides information on: 
 

 Publication of 2013-14 data 

 Submission of data in 2015 in respect of 2014-15 

 Publication of 2014-15 data 

 Availability of management information and published data in 2015-16 

 Submission of data in 2016 in respect of 2015-16 

 ASCOF Handbook of Definitions 2015-16 
 
The letter has been developed by our communications stakeholder group, and the 
National Data Collections Programme Board. They both include local authority 
representatives. The Programme Board is chaired by the HSCIC and includes 
representatives from local authorities and a number of national organisations. The 
letter has then been approved by the Adult Social Care Data and Outcomes Board 
(ASC-DOB), which is jointly chaired by the Department of Health (DH) and the 
Association of Directors of Adult Social Services (ADASS).   
 
Please ensure that colleagues who need to act on the content of this letter have 
sight of it. If they did not receive it direct they can contact us at 
socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk  to be added to our mailing list.  
 
If you have any queries on the content of this letter, please contact us at that 
address or the collection specific addresses shown in the guidance. 
 
In addition to these formal letters, our monthly newsletter includes case studies to 
highlight examples of innovation and best practice. It signposts to the reports on our 
implementation surveys and provides information on the regional groups.  
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Katharine Robbins, 
Social Care Programme Manager, Health and Social Care Information Centre 

mailto:socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk
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Publication of 2013-14 data 
 
We have now published all the reports based on annual 2013-14 data. You can see 
the links to the publications in Appendix B.  
 
Submission of data in 2015 in respect of 2014-15 
 
This is the first year of the new SALT and ASC-FR collections, which were 
announced in May 2013, together with the Equalities and Classifications Framework 
(EQ-CL). We also explained at that point that EQ-CL also now applies to the 
Safeguarding Adults Return/Collection, and outlined subsequent changes to tables. 
 
Please note that the collections (other than the new quarterly DoLS collection) 
are mandatory and the data submitted must be representative of all activity 
from the whole reporting year. 
 
The submission dates for 2015 were announced in September 2014 and are shown 
in Appendix A, along with links to the guidance documents.  
We continue to support the implementation process for all the new collections in 
various ways and would welcome further input on how we can best do this. If you 
have any general queries on the new collections, you can contact us at: 
socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk. 
 
Our team maintains mailboxes to respond to queries relating to the new collections. 
Via our technical working groups, the HSCIC team, local authority secondees and 
representatives assist with issues of interpretation and the development of further 
enhanced guidance. Please see the links in Appendix A to the guidance documents 
with the mailbox addresses. 
 
The HSCIC has a stakeholder group for each of the returns and also a 
communications group.  We welcome new members, particularly from regions which 
are currently under-represented. Please contact us at 
socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk if you are interested.  
You can see the latest membership list at: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015 
 
Publication of 2014-15 data 
 
In autumn 2014, we undertook a consultation on future outputs. Thank you to 
everyone who responded to this. We have written a report on the results 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015 
 
We have used it to consider the publication schedule for 2015-16. This is shown at 
Appendix B. Please note that this schedule is different from last year, with an 
emphasis where possible on sharing management information and publishing final 
data only. 
 
We are looking at the feasibility of implementing various types of outputs suggested 
in the consultation responses. 
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Availability of management information and published data in 2015-16 
 
We have included most of the publication dates for the reports based on these 
collections in Appendix B.  
 
Local authorities can apply to see the majority of this information at an earlier stage 
for management information purposes. It is made available through the National 
Adult Social Care Intelligence Service (NASCIS).  
 
Anyone who will have log-in access to the restricted data on the NASCIS system 
needs to sign up to our terms and conditions around how they and their colleagues 
can use the data. It is necessary to sign up now even if you signed up last year.  
 
In order to do this, please follow the steps below:  

 Consider the terms and conditions even if you signed up last year: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015  

 If you are a new user of NASCIS, you will need to register by contacting the 
HSCIC Contact Centre on 0300 303 5678 or via email at 
enquiries@hscic.gov.uk.  

 Complete a user validation form for restricted data, available at 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015 

 Send the completed form to the HSCIC Contact Centre at: 
enquiries@hscic.gov.uk.  

 
On confirmation of eligibility, the HSCIC Contact Centre will e-mail a response 
confirming that you have been given access to NASCIS in relation to the restricted 
2014-15 Adult Social Care data. You should receive this within four working days.  
We have given some indicative information on the timing of the releases and which 
collections are covered in Appendix B. If you sign up to the terms and conditions, 
you will then be on a mailing list to receive the actual dates. 
 
Submission of data in 2016 in respect of 2015-16 
 
There are some minor mandatory changes to the collections for 2015-16, and these 
were outlined in the September 2014 letter to councils. The changes to ASC-FR 
were at that point still subject to the outcome of the SeRCOP consultation process. 
This confirmed that the changes will go ahead and the guidance documents have 
been updated to reflect this. 
 
As you will be aware, we have been working with our stakeholder groups on 
potential changes to national data collections arising from the Care Act. Thank you to 
everyone who responded to the consultations. You can see the reports on the 
consultations and more detailed information on the changes at:  
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2016 
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The changes are: 
 
Safeguarding – changes for the 2015-16 collection 

 Name change from Safeguarding Adults Return to Safeguarding Adults 
Collection 

 Changing the basis of the mandatory collection in line with the Care Act from 
collecting information about safeguarding referrals to collecting information 
about Section 42 safeguarding enquiries  

 Collecting new voluntary information on safeguarding concerns and other 
safeguarding enquiries, along with new types of risk (domestic abuse, modern 
slavery, sexual exploitation), and Making Safeguarding Personal.  

 Cease collecting information about case conclusions (substantiated/not 
substantiated) and whether the individual is known or unknown to the local 
authority. 
 

SALT – voluntary changes for the 2015-16 collection  

 New data on support for carers approaching councils for the first time and 
additional detail within the existing carers measure  reflecting the changes 
introduced by the Act 

 New data on outcomes for individuals going through transition from children’s 
services to adult social care, carers of these individuals and young carers. 
The new tables announced are less than suggested in the consultation as a 
result of feedback and further discussion. 

 Small amendments to existing SALT measures to capture new data on social 
care provision to prisoners 

 
Deferred Payment Agreements (DPA) – new voluntary return for 2015-16 

 The introduction of a new collection called the Deferred Payment Agreements 
Collection as set out in the consultation  

 All tables proposed in the consultation to be included on a voluntary basis for 
2015-16 

 
Our consultations also captured information on a number of changes to consider in 
the longer term. We will discuss these with our stakeholder groups in the near future, 
and will provide an update and potentially further announcements in the September 
2015 letter to councils.  
 
These changes could relate to mandatory to the SALT and SAC and additional 
mandatory returns on DPA and the care cap and changes to user and carer surveys. 
 
If you would like to be involved in the further development of these proposals, please 
consider joining our stakeholder groups, by contacting us at: 
socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk 
 
ASCOF Handbook of Definitions 2015-16 
 
The Department of Health has informed us that this will soon be available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adult-social-care-outcomes-framework-
ascof-2015-to-2016  
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Appendix A: Information on collections – as released in the September 2014 letter to councils 
 

Return Code Return Title Due Date 
Changes from previous 

year 
Guidance etc 

available 
Web page 

Activity Data      

SALT (first year of 
collection) 

Short and Long Term (SALT) 
Return for the year ending 31 
March 2015 

Thursday 28 
May 2015 

New collection Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015 

SAR  
(known as SAC from 
2015-16) 

Safeguarding Adults Return / 
Collection for the period 1 April 
2014 to 31 March 2015 

Thursday 11 
June  

Primary Client Group replaced 
with Primary Support Reason 
and Reported Health Condition 

Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015  

Registers      

SSDA902 Registers of people who are 
blind or partially sighted  

Next collected in 
2017 

 Guidance for the 
last collection is 
available online 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2014 

User Experience 
Surveys 

     

ASCS Adult Social Care Survey, 2014-
15 

Thursday 21 
May 2015 

Changes include guidance to fit 
in with SALT and EQ-CL and 
some changes to the data 
return. 

Now  
 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcare/ascs1415 

SACE Survey of Adult Carers in 
England, 2014-15 (biennial) 

Thursday 23 
April 2015 

Changes include guidance to fit 
in with SALT and EQ-CL and 
some changes to the data 
return. 
 
 

Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcare/sace1415 
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Return Code Return Title Due Date 
Changes from 
previous year 

Guidance etc 
available 

Web page 

Expenditure      

ASC-FR (first year of 
collection) 

Adult Social Care 
Finance Return 

Thursday 16 July 2015 New collection Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015 

Mental Health      

SSDA 702 Guardianship under the 
Mental Health Act 

Thursday 30 April 2015 None Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015 

MCA DoLS  Mental Capacity Act – 
Deprivation of Liberty 
Safeguards 

Thursday 21 May 2015 Pro forma reordered, 
date fields amended and 
some columns added, 
removed and altered.  

Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015 

 Mental Capacity Act – 
Deprivation of Liberty 
Safeguards – Quarterly 
Return 

Q4: 1 to 10 Apr 2015 
Q1: 1 to 14 July 2015 
Q2: 1 to 14 Oct 2015 
 

Temporary voluntary 
collection 

Now http://www.hscic.gov.uk/so
cialcarecollections2015 

Workforce      

NMDS-SC National Minimum Data 
set for Social Care 

14 September – 16 
October 2015 

Recent changes to how 
Occupational Therapist 
data and agency staff  
worker records are 
collected 

See Skills for Care 
website 

https://www.nmds-sc-
online.org.uk/content/view
.aspx?id=Local%20Author
ities 
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Appendix B: HSCIC Adult Social Care Publications 
 

Latest publication Month when 
restricted 2014-
15 data will be 
on NASCIS  

Month of 
publication of 
2014-15 data 

Measures from the Adult Social Care Outcomes 
Framework, England, 2013-14 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB16161 
 

July (prov) 
Sept (final) 

Oct 2015 

Personal Social Services Adult Social Care Survey, 
England, 2013-14  
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB16162 

July (prov) 
Sept (final) 

Oct 2015 

Personal Social Services Survey of Adult Carers in 
England, 2012-13 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB12630 
 

June (prov) 
Aug (final) 

Sep 2015 

Community Care Statistics, Social Services Activity, 
England, 2013-14 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB16133 
 

June (prov) 
Sept (final) 
 
(SALT data) 

Oct 2015 
 
 
(SALT data) 

Personal Social Services: Expenditure and Unit Costs, 
England, 2013-14 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB16111 
 

Aug (prov) 
Nov (final) 
 
 
(ASC-FR data) 

Provisional data 
in Sep 2015 
Final data in 
Nov 2015 
(ASC-FR data) 

Guardianship under the Mental Health Act, 1983, 
England, 2013-14 [NS] 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14853 
 

n/a Aug 2015 

Safeguarding Adults Return, 2013-14 
Report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB15671 
 

July (prov) 
Sept (final) 

Oct 2015 

Mental Capacity Act 2005, Deprivation of Liberty 
Safeguards Assessments, England, 2013-14, Annual 
report 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB14825 
 

July (final) Sep 2015 

Mental Capacity Act 2005, Deprivation of Liberty 
Safeguards Assessments, England – Quarterly Return 
Quarter 1 report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB15475 
Quarter 2 report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB15856 
Quarter 3 report: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB16793 

n/a Q4: May 2015 
Q1: Aug 2015 
Q2: Nov 2015 

Personal Social Services: Staff of Social Services 
Departments at 30 September, England, 2014 [NS] 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB16834 
 

n/a Feb 2016 

Registered Blind and Partially Sighted People England, 
Year ending 31 March 2014 
www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/blindpartiallysighted14 
 

n/a n/a 
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