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Background 

The Maternity Services Data Set (MSDS) Information Standard (ISB 1513) mandates 
the central flow of a patient-level data set that captures key information at each stage 
of the maternity service care pathway including mothers demographics, booking 
appointments, admissions and re-admissions, screening tests, labour and delivery 
along with baby’s demographics, admissions, diagnoses and screening tests. The 
MSDS standard was produced and published under the ISB process, but approved at 
the April 2014 SCCI meeting. Central submissions of MSDS data are due to begin in 
May 2015. 

It has been brought to the developer’s attention by a supplier of maternity systems 
that there is a typographical error in a supporting document for the published data 
set. This needs to be amended in order to ensure that care providers and system 
suppliers are using the correct XML name when compiling their files for central 
submission.  

A further minor change is required to a definition contained within the data set as a 
reference is currently included in the data set Technical Output Specification (TOS) 
to the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA), which has now been superseded. 

In addition, a change is required to a blood spot testing value contained within the 
data set. This is needed in order to bring the value into line with the values shown on 
the UK Screening website and in other standards such as the Children and Young 
People’s Health Services (CYPHS) data set Standard (SCCI 1069), which was 
approved subject to conditions at the February SCCI meeting. The CYPHS data set 
and MSDS both form part of the overall Maternity and Children’s Data Set (MCDS) 
that has been developed as a key driver to achieving better outcomes of care for 
mothers, babies and children. UK Screening and NHS Data Model and Dictionary 
have agreed to this change. 

Finally, the MSDS XML Schema and Release Notes need to be reissued by NHS 
Data Model and Dictionary. This is because they contain some inaccuracies, such as 
NHS Connecting for Health branding. The schema also incorrectly includes some 
mandation of national codes which needs to be removed. Once reissued, the schema 
will be available on the Data Dictionary website here. 

http://www.datadictionary.nhs.uk/data_dictionary/messages/message_documentation/message_versions/maternity_services_data_set_message_versions.asp?shownav=0
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Summary 

The typographical error is on the final tab of the ‘Data Set Specification’, located 
here. The XML Schema Element Name for ‘Diagnosis Date’ on the MAT906 tab 
needs to be amended from ‘DiagDate’ to ‘DiagnosisDate’, to keep this the same as 
the schema name for other Diagnosis Dates in the data set and also the previously 
published XML schema. The ‘Data Set Specification’ document (also called the 
Technical Output Specification) is also on the HSCIC website and the version on 
there has now been amended to show the correct wording. The HSCIC website 
version includes more detail around data set validation, so we expect that the 
majority of care providers and system suppliers will be using the HSCIC website 
version for development. 

The minor change to the definition relates to the ‘PHYSICAL DISABILITY STATUS 
INDICATOR (MOTHER AT BOOKING)’ data item. The definition in the Technical 
Output Specification refers to the Disability Discrimination Act, as follows:  

Whether or not the mother is physically disabled, as indicated at the Booking 
Appointment. Physical disability is defined by the Disability Discrimination Act (2005) 

As the Disability Discrimination Act is has now been superseded, the line referencing 
it has been removed from the updated definition, as follows: 

Whether or not the mother is physically disabled, as indicated at the Booking 
Appointment. 

This does not require a change to the NHS Data Model and Dictionary because the 
reference to the Disability Discrimination Act is not in the Dictionary. 

The change to the blood spot values affects the following five data items: 

 BLOOD SPOT SCREENING STATUS (PHENYLKETONURIA) 
 BLOOD SPOT SCREENING STATUS (SICKLE CELL DISEASE) 
 BLOOD SPOT SCREENING STATUS (CYSTIC FIBROSIS) 
 BLOOD SPOT SCREENING STATUS (CONGENITAL HYPTHYROIDISM) 
 BLOOD SPOT SCREENING STATUS (MEDIUM CHAIN ACYL COA 

DEHYDROGENASE DEFICIENCY) 

In each case, value ‘03 – Further Sample Required’ needs to be changed to ‘03 – 
Repeat/Further Sample Required’. 

These changes will also be reflected in the NHS Data Model and Dictionary. 

Finally, the changes to the MSDS XML schema involve removing the references to 
NHS Connecting for Health, as this organisation is now part of the Health and Social 
Care Information Centre. The mandations could potentially lead to the exclusion of 
valid data from submission files prior to submission and therefore need to be 
removed; all mandation of data items and other validation checks will be handled 
centrally on receipt of the data through the Bureau Service Portal. 

http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-1513/amd-45-2012/index_html
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The impact of this corrigendum is expected to be minimal on care providers and 
system suppliers, and in fact will assist them in mapping values for submission (as 
the schema name change ensures that the schema matches the Technical Output 
Specification, and the Blood Spot changes align the MSDS with other data sets). As 
central submissions of the MSDS are yet to begin, this is an ideal time to introduce 
the corrections as it does not have any effect on an established data flow. 

 


