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Welcome to your monthly update on the adult social care data collections and the 

wider work of the Health & Social Care Information Centre.  

We hope you find this newsletter useful and we welcome your feedback. Details of 

how to contact us are shown in the mailboxes section below. 

 

This edition includes: 

 New collection system launched and submission windows open 

 

 Formal March 2015 letter to councils issued 

 

 New 2015-16 guidance material now online 

 

 Reminder on access to restricted data 

 

 Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework (ASCOF) 2015-16 Handbook of 

Definitions launched by the Department of Health 

 

 National Minimum Data Set for Social Care (NMDS-SC) feedback results 

published 

 

 Free webinars: Developing guides on good information sharing practice with 

the Information Governance Alliance 

  

 Single Data List 2015-16 published 
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New collection system launched  

and submission windows open 

All the social care collection windows for the 2014-15 returns are now open, with the 

exception of ASC-FR, which is due to launch in early May 2015 via the new HSCIC 

collection system, the Strategic Data Collections System (SDCS).   

The SALT return is now live and is our first return to harness the new system. Please 

use the pro-forma available for download from the system for your SALT submission. 

As you may be aware, only one person in each local authority will have log-on 

access to the system. If you need to change the nominated user please contact 

data.collections@hscic.gov.uk  

Thank you to everyone who has been in touch with us via our salt@hscic.gov.uk 

mailbox with queries. We have just updated the 2014-15 guidance to further explain 

that we expect each return to represent the full year. As this is a transition year, we 

appreciate that you may need to estimate some elements of your return. We would 

expect this approach to be more sophisticated than simply grossing up your figures 

to account for the number of missing months. As with previous returns, you can still 

submit your data if you ‘fail’ a validation test. You would need to explain the reason 

in the breach section of the pro-forma and we may contact you about the issue 

during the validation cycle. 

All our other returns have been launched on the old systems for this year. Omnibus 

is the vehicle for SAR and Guardianship while DoLS (annual collection), the Survey 

of Adult Carers in England (SACE) and Adult Social Care Survey (ASCS) returns are 

being submitted via Data Depot. A validation tool for survey data returns has been 

made available on the web site at www.hscic.gov.uk/sace1415. We have been keen 

to respond to user feedback regarding this tool and this has led to the release of 

updated versions; users should check the website to ensure they are using the latest 

version. 

It is planned that more of our returns will be migrated to SDCS from 2016.  

Please refer to Annex A of the March letter to councils for submission deadlines for 

each return. The first deadline is for Survey of Adult Carers in England (SACE) on 

Thursday 23 April, followed by Guardianship on Thursday 30 April. This year the 

deadlines the HSCIC are working towards to release the data are tighter than ever. 

As a result it will be even more difficult to offer extensions for submission of 1,061 

data returns. If you have any queries, please contact us via the collection specific 

mailboxes as soon as possible. 

 

 

mailto:data.collections@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:salt@hscic.gov.uk
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/sace1415
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/16703/March-2015-Letter/pdf/March_2015_letter.pdf


Formal March letter to councils issued  

The HSCIC issues a letter at the end of September each year to provide information 

on the national adult social care data returns, with subsequent updates over the 

course of the year. Last month the first update since the September 2014 letter was 

issued. 

The March 2015 letter to councils provided information on: 

 Publication of 2013-14 data 

 Submission of data in 2015 in respect of 2014-15 

 Publication of 2014-15 data 

 Availability of management information and published data in 2015-16 

 Submission of data in 2016 in respect of 2015-16 including changes to 

national data collections arising from the Care Act 

You can read the full letter here. 

Katharine Robbins, Social Care Programme Manager at the HSCIC, explained the 

background to some of the changes announced in the March 2015 letter on the 

Gov.uk Social Care Blog. You can read her blog post here. 

The March letter included initial information on the new voluntary elements for the 

Short and Long Term (SALT) return for 2015-16. Further detail on these elements 

will be added to the online SALT guidance in due course.  

 

New 2015-16 guidance material now online 

The social care collections 2016 page of our website has now been updated to 

include guidance documents for a number of our collections for the 2015-16 period.  

Last month’s newsletter contained details of the release of the Adult Social Care 

Finance Return (ASC-FR) guidance and pro-forma for 2015-16. Updated guidance 

documents and pro-formas are now available for Short and Long Term (SALT), the 

Safeguarding Adults Collection (SAC), Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) and 

Guardianship. The EQ-CL Framework document has also been updated to reflect 

the collection specific changes announced in the March letter to councils.   

Additionally, the guidance for the DoLS quarterly return - which can be downloaded 

from the 2015 collections page - has been updated to include Omnibus screenshots 

and updates to the Omnibus guidance. 

 

 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/16703/March-2015-Letter/pdf/March_2015_letter.pdf
https://socialcare.blog.gov.uk/2015/03/26/maximising-the-value-of-social-care-data-collections/
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2016
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015


Reminder on access to restricted data  

We announced the process for signing up to restricted data in the March letter to 

councils. We also gave an indication of when the data will be available. So far this 

year 54 colleagues from 37 councils have signed up.  

 

ASCOF 2015-16 Handbook of Definitions launched  

The Handbook of Definitions for the 2015-16 Adult Social Care Outcomes 

Framework (ASCOF) has now been released by the Department of Health and is 

available here. 

The handbook sets out the detailed definition of each ASCOF measure with worked 

examples, to support consistency in reporting and interpretation of the measures.

 

Free webinars: Developing guides on good 

information sharing practice with the IGA 

Over the past few months the HSCIC’s Developing Informatics Skills and Capability 

(DISC) team have been running a series of Social Care Informatics webinars with 

the Department of Health and Skills for Care.   

The need to ensure that health and social care information can be shared safely and 

securely between organisations was one of the main issues discussed at these 

webinars. In January 2015 Stephen Elgar and Suzanne Lea of the Information 

Governance Alliance (IGA) ran a webinar to discuss and address many of the 

queries raised.  

During April they have kindly volunteered to run three additional webinars focusing 

on specific areas of information sharing. The first, on sharing information with 

voluntary sector staff, took place on 15 April. Still to come are: 

 22 April, 1-2pm: Duty of Care Guidance 

 29 April  1-2pm: Integrated Discharge Planning 

These sessions are focussing on three Short Guides developed by the IGA which 

can be found at: http://systems.hscic.gov.uk/infogov/iga/consultations  

For more information on these webinars, or to register, please email 

disc.team@hscic.gov.uk 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/16703/March-2015-Letter/pdf/March_2015_letter.pdf
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/16703/March-2015-Letter/pdf/March_2015_letter.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adult-social-care-outcomes-framework-ascof-2015-to-2016
http://systems.hscic.gov.uk/infogov/iga/consultations
mailto:disc.team@hscic.gov.uk
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NMDS-SC local authority feedback results published  

The detailed findings from the Survey of Local Authorities after the National Minimum 

Data Set for Social Care (NMDS-SC) Return in 2014 have now been published. 

Read the report here.  

A NMDS-SC Local Authority Return working group meets regularly, giving 

stakeholders the opportunity to have their say on all aspects of the return. Detail of 

the membership of the group can be seen on the Group Membership document on 

our website (see the National Data Collections Programme Board and working 

groups section below). 

 

Single Data List 2015-16 published 

The Single Data List for 2015-16 - which lists all the datasets that local government 

must submit to central government - has now been published and can be 

downloaded from https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/single-data-list.  

Please refer to Appendix A of the March 2015 letter to councils for the list of returns 

you need to submit this year. The list for the following year is due to be released in 

September 2015. 

   

National Data Collections Programme  

Board and working groups  

The National Data Collections Programme Board reports to the Adult Social Care 

Data and Outcomes Board (ASC-DOB), which is co-chaired by ADASS and the 

Department of Health.  This document  provides details of the membership of the 

Board alongside the membership of each of the data collection working groups.  

If you are interested in joining any of the working groups please contact us via: 

socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk 

 

Regional networks 

If you would like to add your voice to the council-run regional performance and 

finance networks, please contact your regional lead. A list of regional leads and 

contacts for the regional performance group, ADASS finance group and ADASS IMG 

group can be viewed here. 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/16597/Survey-of-Local-Authorities-after-the-National-Minimum-Data-Set-for-Social-Care-Return-in-2014/pdf/Survey_of_Local_Authorities_after_the_NMDS-SC_Return_in_2014_(detailed_findings)v2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/single-data-list
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/15836/Group-Membership-April-2015/xls/Group_Membership_April_2015.xlsx
mailto:socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/15526/Regional-performance-and-finance-networks/pdf/Regional_performance_and_finance_networks.pdf
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National Data Collections mailbox queries  

Local authorities, software suppliers and NHS organisations continue to send 

queries to the ASC-FR, EQ-CL and SALT mailboxes. You can see the latest table 

showing the distribution of the queries between the three topics on our website, 

under the Adult Social Care National Data Collections Newsletter heading.     

 

The mailboxes are: 

Equalities and Classifications Framework (EQ-CL): eqcl.hscic@hscic.gov.uk 

Short and Long Term Collection (SALT): SALT@hscic.gov.uk 

Adult Social Care Finance Return (ASC-FR): ASCFinance@hscic.gov.uk 

Safeguarding Adults Return (SAR): safe.guarding1@hscic.gov.uk 

Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS): HSCICdols@hscic.gov.uk 

Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework Safeguarding Outcomes Measure: 
HSCICsgoutcomes@hscic.gov.uk 

Guardianship under the Mental Health Act: HSCICguardianship@hscic.gov.uk 

User and carer surveys usersurvey@hscic.goc.uk 

General queries on the national data collections: socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk 

Queries relating to the DCLG RA and RO returns: lgf1.revenue@communities.gsi.gov.uk 

Please note that the Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework (ASCOF) is owned by the Department of Health and the 

HSCIC are unable to respond to queries relating to ASCOF. Queries should be submitted to the dedicated ASCOF 

mailbox: ASCOF@dh.gsi.gov.uk 

Whilst we aim to respond to queries as soon as we are able please be aware that particularly complex or lengthy queries 

may take a number of weeks to resolve. 

 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/socialcarecollections2015
mailto:eqcl.hscic@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:SALT@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:ASCFinance@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:safe.guarding1@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:HSCICdols@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:HSCICsgoutcomes@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:HSCICguardianship@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:usersurvey@hscic.goc.uk
mailto:socialcaredevelopment@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:lgf1.revenue@communities.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ASCOF@dh.gsi.gov.uk

