
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Mr Ian MacGregor 
Weekend Editor  
The Daily Telegraph  
111 Buckingham Palace Road 
London 
SW1W 0DT 

 
 
07 June 2015 
 
Dear Mr MacGregor,  
 
RE: ‘Nearly 1 million patients could be having confidential data shared against 
their wishes’ 05 June 2015  
 
Your article 'Nearly 1m patients could be having confidential data shared against 
their wishes' contains a number of inaccuracies which require clarification. 
  
Firstly and most importantly, I have made sure that no patient has had their direct 
care affected by registering an objection to the Health and Social Care Information 
(HSCIC) sharing their data. Nobody should be concerned that they have missed any 
screening invitation or other medical information as a result of registering an 
objection. 
  
Second, it is not the case that the HSCIC has ignored patients’ wishes. We have 
been working with medical, legal, policy and technological experts to design a robust 
system that will implement these objections in a way that will not harm anyone’s 
direct care. This needs to be done carefully; as a clinician I have taken an oath to do 
no harm and I am determined to get this right. 
  
Third, your article also incorrectly states that the NHS has 'insisted that it will 
continue to sell medical data to insurers'. The Care Act specifically outlaws HSCIC 
from sharing potentially identifiable data for the purposes of commercial insurance. 
We are only able to share information that could potentially identify individuals if it 
benefits the health and social care system and if the correct legal approvals are in 
place. 
 
Finally, it is also important to note that no data has been collected from people’s GP 
records – or shared onwards by the HSCIC -  under the care.data programme. No 
medical information will be collected under care.data until Dame Fiona Caldicott, the 
National Data Guardian, has confirmed she is satisfied with the proposals and 
safeguards. 
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We take seriously our responsibility to protect patient information and we only share 
data when it is secure and legally appropriate to do so. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Professor Martin Severs OBE, MBBS, FRCP, FFPHM 
Professional Lead and Caldicott Guardian 
HSCIC 
 


