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1 Introduction 

The Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) is the trusted national provider of 
high-quality information, data and IT systems for health and social care.  

The Smoking Drinking and Drug Use Survey in England (SDD) is commissioned and 
managed by the HSCIC. The first survey in the series was carried out in 1982. 

Smoking cigarettes, drinking alcohol and the use of illicit drugs, particularly by young people, 
have long been seen as key policy concerns and there have been several strategic initiatives 
in each of these areas in recent years. 

Since the first SDD survey in 1982 the fieldwork has taken place during the autumn term and 
the HSCIC has always tried to minimise the time commitment required of schools. In each 
school a small number of randomly selected pupils aged 11 to 15 have completed an 
anonymous questionnaire in exam conditions.  

The survey includes information on:  

 Prevalence of smoking, drinking and drug taking among school children.  

 The number of pupils who have never smoked, drunk alcohol or taken drugs.  

 Types alcohol and drugs taken.  

 How often pupils smoke, drink and take drugs.  

 Where pupils obtain cigarettes, alcoholic drinks and drugs.  

 Pupils' attitudes to these behaviours.  

 Predictors of the likelihood of smoking, drinking and drug use among school. 

The 2014 survey report will be published on the HSCIC website on 23 July 2015.  The 2013 
survey report can be downloaded from http://www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/sdd13 

Further information on SDD and access to reports can be found on the HSCIC website at: 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/3743/Smoking-Drinking-and-Drug-Use-among-Young-People-
in-England  

Availability of datasets in the UK Data Services Catalogue 

Archived datasets for SDD are available via the UK Data Service 
(http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/) for secondary analysis.  

 

2 Aims of Consultation 

The HSCIC are currently reviewing the format and content of the SDD survey and are 
consulting with users to ensure the survey continues to be relevant and to meet users’ 
needs. We would also like your views on how useful the outputs from the survey are (e.g. the 
report, the tables and the dataset) and any ideas you may have to improve these. 
   
Your views will help determine what information on smoking, drinking and drug use amongst 
young people is collected through this survey in the future and how it is reported. 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/pubs/sdd13
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/3743/Smoking-Drinking-and-Drug-Use-among-Young-People-in-England
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/article/3743/Smoking-Drinking-and-Drug-Use-among-Young-People-in-England
http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/
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3 Related consultations 

Feedback from the last public consultation on SDD, carried out in 2012, is available on the 
HSCIC website. 

 

4  Consultation Process and How to Respond 

In accordance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics, this consultation will be placed 
on the HSCIC website for 6 weeks until 03 August. During that time we will be publicising the 
consultation widely. All responses we receive during the consultation period will be 
considered and used to inform decisions on the content of any future survey.  

 

The consultation questionnaire can be completed online at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SSDSurvey_Consultation  

 

Or you can request a word version by emailing surveys.queries@hscic.gov.uk and return via 
email or post to: 

The Surveys Team 

The Health and Social Care Information Centre 

1 Trevelyan Square 

Boar Lane 

Leeds 

LS1 6AE 

 

Please ensure you complete the questionnaire prior to the closing date so your response can 
be considered.  

 

Responses are invited from all interested parties. If you could also provide contact details 
(name, email address, organisation) this will also allow us to follow-up with any questions 
that arise from your response. 

If you would like to know more about the consultation or if you have any queries, please 
contact the Surveys Team at the HSCIC at surveys.queries@hscic.gov.uk  

 

 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/11866/Smoking-Drinking-and-Drug-Use-Consultation-Response-Document/pdf/SDD_Consultation_Response_Document.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SSDSurvey_Consultation
mailto:surveys.queries@hscic.gov.uk
mailto:surveys.queries@hscic.gov.uk
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5 Consultation 

It is becoming increasingly difficult to secure public funds for an annual SDD survey.  This 
has meant the 2013 survey was run with a smaller sample size and no survey is planned for 
2015.   

The HSCIC have guaranteed funding for surveys in 2016 and 2018 but there is currently no 
guaranteed funding for surveys in the intervening years (2017 and 2019). 

Under the current arrangements, the survey years where funding is guaranteed will have a 
focus on smoking and drinking.   Surveys in the intervening years, which are currently 
unfunded, would collect more in-depth information on drug use. 

The HSCIC are presenting users with three options (see Section 6 below) for the content of 
the surveys that we know will definitely go ahead in 2016 and 2018. We would like users to 
rank these options to indicate which would best suit their needs. 

Whichever option is chosen, the survey will have a core content which will remain the same 
each year. If there is funding available for surveys in the intervening years, the survey would 
retain this core content but there would be an opportunity for external sponsors to fund 
additional topic areas/questions.  

Under one of the options, more in-depth content of the questionnaire would have to be 
reduced and so we are also consulting users on what topic areas they think could be cut 
from the survey under this option if necessary.  

The HSCIC has considered whether the guaranteed funding that we have could be used to 
run smaller annual surveys, however, this is not a viable option as the sample sizes would 
be considerably smaller and would not produce robust results.  
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6 Survey Options 

Option 1 

A survey every other year with a core content covering smoking, drinking and drugs use and 
additional in-depth content with a focus on smoking and drinking. 

Advantages 

All the current content on smoking and drinking would be retained and the time series 
for smoking and drinking would be unaffected. 

Disadvantages 

Data on the more in-depth questions on drug use that are asked every other year 
would be at risk if funding in the intervening years was not forthcoming. 

Potential break in time series for more in-depth drugs questions if no funding is 
available. 

 

Option 2 

A survey every other year with the same focus on smoking, drinking and drugs. 

Advantages 

The survey content would be the same each year, maintaining continuity.  

Disadvantages 

Some of the more in-depth questions on smoking, drinking and drug use would have 
to be cut from the survey.  

The questionnaire would have to be re-designed. 

 

Option 3  

A survey every other year with an alternating focus. The core content would remain the 
same each year but the more in depth-questions on smoking and drinking and on drug use 
would only be covered once every 4 years.   

Advantages 

Continuity in survey questions/topics and 

No questionnaire redesign required 

Disadvantages 

If external funding is not available to fund more frequent surveys, the more in-depth 
questions would only be asked every 4 years. 

The impact of policy changes could not be tracked effectively. 
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7 Confidentiality and Data Protection 

Please note that if you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential, be 
aware that, under the Freedom of Information Act, there is a statutory Code of Practice with 
which public authorities must comply and which deals, among other things, with obligations 
of confidence. In view of this it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the 
information you have provided as confidential. If we receive a request for disclosure of the 
information, we will take full account of your explanation but we cannot give assurance that 
confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. 

 

8 Publication of the Consultation Outcome 

The findings from the consultation exercise will be published on our website later in the year.  

There are a number of implementation considerations with each of the proposals which will 
be considered in detail once the outcome of the consultation is known. 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/consultations

