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Announcement of methodological changes to Sexual and Reproductive 
Health Services report, England, 2014-15 [NS] 1  
 

Please note, in previous years this report was called NHS Contraceptive Services, 
England, Community Contraceptive Clinics 

  

1. Change to methodology for determining the choice of contact when conducting 
analysis of main method of contraception 

 
Summary 

For analysis of a person’s main contraception method, where a person has multiple 
contacts with a service, it is necessary to select only one of these contacts for analysis. 
This has previously been based on a person’s first contact in the year.  

The methodology has been changed from 2014-15 so that it is based on: 

- a person’s final visit to a service in the year where a main method of contraception 
was identified i.e. if a person’s final visit during the year related to advice or non-
contraception related activity only, then this will be discounted from the analysis in 
favour of an earlier visit, IF in that earlier visit a main method of contraception was 
recorded. 

 

Benefit 

This method ensures that it reflects the most current main method of a person, and that 
contacts where a main method of contraception was recorded, are prioritised over non-
contraception related contacts.  

Impact 

A change to the methodology will cause a break in the time series. As such, analysis of 
main contraception for 2014-15 will be presented for both methodologies so the impact of 
the change can be observed. From 2015-16 onwards the data will be presented for the 
new methodology only.      

 

 

 

 

                                            
1
 [NS] denotes that the publication has National Statistics status  



 

Copyright © 2015, The Health and Social Care Information Centre, All rights reserved 

2. Change to methodology for calculating main method of contraception 

 
 

Summary 

An adjustment has been made in the methodology to calculate the percentage of persons 
with each main method of contraception in use. This has previously included those 
persons where only emergency contraception was provided. From 2014-15, these will not 
be included in the analysis of main methods, and will be removed from the denominator for 
total persons. 
 

Benefit 

Emergency contraception is not considered a permanent method of contraception, and 
any person using only emergency contraception as a method, is not considered to have a 
main method in use. The change to methodology will reflect this.  
 
Impact 

Removing persons where only emergency contraception was recorded (approximately 1 
percent of persons in 2013/14), causes a small increase in the percentages for the 
remaining main method categories. Time series data in the 2014-15 report has been 
updated to reflect the revised methodology so data will be comparable on this basis 
(though the time series concerned is affected in other ways by methodological change 1 – 
see earlier). Comparisons should not be made with data from our previously published 
reports which were based on the old methodology. 


