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Organisation Health and Social Care Information Centre 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/ 
 

Enquiries 
 

Please contact the Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) contact centre  
Telephone: 0300 303 5678 and email: enquiries@hscic.gov.uk  
 

Responsible Statistician Name: Chris Dew 
Section: Clinical Indicators 
 

Section 1: Statistical End 
Product 
 

Seven-day Services  
 
In July 2015 the Secretary of State for Health outlined his commitment to seven-day care and 
highlighted variation in outcomes associated with weekend hospitalisation. 
 
This publication is intended to provide a starting point for discussions on how we can effectively 
measure both improvement and variation in care provision across the week.  Statistics about 
emergency readmissions by day of discharge and length of stay in hospital for emergency 
admissions by day of admission are included in this initial publication.  Statistics examining mortality 
by day of admission are planned for future releases of this series.  
 

Section 2: Original 
Administrative/Management 
Source/System 

Name  Hospital Episode Statistics (HES) provider spells data  

Name of the organisation 
responsible  

NHS trusts are responsible for submitting data to the Secondary 
Uses Service (SUS), which is then processed by the HSCIC to 
obtain HES data 

Purpose of the administrative 
source 

Administering patient care  

Unit of Inquiry Finished consultant episodes (a continuous period of admitted 
patient care under one consultant within one healthcare provider) 

Intended Coverage Activity in English NHS Hospitals and English NHS 
commissioned activity in the independent sector  

Actual Coverage All episodes submitted by the NHS  

Geographical Coverage England 

Lowest level of Geographical 
Coverage 

Hospital provider 
 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@hscic.gov.uk
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Extent to which statistical end-
producers can influence system? 

The Standardisation Committee for Care Information (SCCI), a 
subgroup of the National Information Board (NIB), controls the 
information that is collected from hospital administration systems 

Data definitions used Link to HES data dictionaries: 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/hesdatadictionary 

Classification systems used Link to ICD-10 diagnosis codes: 
http://apps.who.int/classifications/apps/icd/icd10online/ 
 
OPCS for procedures and interventions: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/standards 

Data 
Collection 
Process 

1)Periodicity/Timing 
2)Validation process 

1. A combination of provisional monthly data and final 
annual data are used for this publication. 

 
2. When trusts submit data there are some validation checks 

which ensure valid data items are entered. In addition, 
data validation and cleaning is carried out when the 
HSCIC receives the data.   

Access Arrangements HES data are not obtained directly from the patients but from 
hospital provider systems via the Secondary Uses Service 
(SUS). It is not feasible to obtain explicit consent from patients 
for the multitude of uses to which HES data can be put. The 
HSCIC has statutory powers through the Health and Social Care 
Act 2012 to receive, store and process patient identifiable data. 
Access to this level of data by another organisation would require 
a legal basis either via statutory powers, consent or Section 251 
approval administered by the Confidentiality Advisory Group 
(CAG). 

Dissemination Procedures 
 

N/A 
 

Publication procedure N/A 
 

Timing/Periodicity of public 
release 

N/A 
 

Nature of changes to system that System changes are implemented using Information Standards 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/hesdatadictionary
http://apps.who.int/classifications/apps/icd/icd10online/
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/standards
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could impact on statistics Notices (ISNs), which are published at: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce/publication/isn  

Section 3: Change Process The process for the development of Information Standards is followed.  For more details, see 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce 

Section 4: The subsequent 
statistical production 
process 

Validation 
procedures 

Indicator calculations and small number suppression are dual run by two 
analysts and the results are then compared.  Checks are also carried out on 
the output files to ensure that totals are consistent with their component 
parts.   
 

Quality assessment A background quality report is published as part of each publication which 
highlights any underlying issues discovered with the data. 
 

Periodicity of release Quarterly 
 

Potential impact of 
changes to the 
source on the 
statistics produced 

Substantive changes to source data will result in breaks in time series data 
e.g. new diagnosis codes and changes in geographical boundaries. 

Procedures for 
mitigating such 
discontinuities 

Discontinuities are assessed on an individual basis and are explained and 
footnoted in publications. 

 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce/publication/isn
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce

