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Amendment History: 

Version Date Amendment History 

0.1 13/11/2015 First Draft to SCCI Development Support to demonstrate progress 

0.2 23/12/2015 Updated in line with SCCI Development Support review 

1.0 10/02/2016 Minor amendments prior to final publication checks. 
 
Approvals: 

Name Title/Responsibility Version Date 

Nicholas Richman Developer 1.0 10/02/2016 

Netta Hollings Implementation Manager 1.0 10/02/2016 
 
 

 
 
This information standard (SCCI0011) has been approved for publication by NHS 
England under section 250 of the Health and Social Care Act 2012.  
 
Assurance that this information standard meets the requirements of the Act and is 
appropriate for the use specified in the specification document has been provided by 
the Standardisation Committee for Care Information (SCCI), a sub-group of the 
National Information Board. 
 
This information standard comprises the following documents: 

 Requirements Specification  
 Change Specification 
 Implementation Guidance 
 Data Set Specification. 

 
An Information Standards Notice (SCCI0011 Amd 68/2015) has been issued as a 
notification of use and implementation timescales. Please read this alongside the 
documents for the standard. 
 
The controlled versions of these documents can be found on the HSCIC website. 
 
Date of publication 22 February 2016. 
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Glossary of Acronyms: 

Acronym Definition 

BSP Bureau Service Portal 

CDS Commissioning Data Sets 

CEDS-CYP Community Eating-Disorder Services for Children and Young People 

CYPHS Children and Young People’s Health Services 

DH Department of Health 

DSCN Dataset Change Notice (now referred to as ISN) 

EPR Electronic Patient Records 

HSCIC Health and Social Care Information Centre 

IDB Intermediate Data Base 

ISB NHS Information Standards Board for Health and Social Care 

ISN Information Standards Notice (formerly known as DSCN) 

MHLDDS Mental Health and Learning Disabilities Data Set 

MHMDS Mental Health Minimum Data Set 

MHSDS Mental Health Services Data Set 

ODS Organisation Data Service 

PAS Patient Administration System 

SCCI Standardisation Committee for Care Information 

TOS Technical Output Specification 
 
 
Glossary of Terms: 

Term Definition 

Data Item  A single component of a data set that holds one type of information and 
relates to a specific record. Each data item is unique to the data set.  

Data Set 
Specification 

Specification for the output data set which is part of the ISN and 
published on the HSCIC website 

Information 
Standard 

An Information Standard as specified within the Health and Social Care 
Act 2012 is ‘a document containing standards in relation to the processing 
and use of information’ .  An Information Standard specifies rules for the 
processing, management and sharing of information and specifies what 
process is needed, the ‘quality’ required in the form of conformance 
criteria and how it can be implemented. 

Information 
Standards Notice 
(ISN)  

Information Standards Notices (ISNs) previously known as Data Set 
Change Notices (DSCNs) are issued by the Standardisation Committee 
for Care Information (SCCI) to give notice of changes to information 
requirements and information standards used by the NHS and Social 
Care Services.  

Mental Health The term ‘mental health’ includes patients of all ages (i.e. adults, 
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adolescents and children) and is used generically to include patients with 
a learning disability or autism spectrum disorder as well as other mental 
health needs. 

NHS Information 
Standards Board 
for Health and 
Social Care (ISB 
HaSC)  

This is the body that preceded the Standardisation Committee for Care 
Information (SCCI) as the approver for information standards. 

Standardisation 
Committee for 
Care Information 
(SCCI) 

The Standardisation Committee for Care Information (SCCI) is a 
committee with membership drawn from a range of health and social care 
organisations with responsibility for overseeing the development, 
assurance and approval of information standards, data collections and 
data extractions used within the health and social care system. 

 
 
 
Copyright: 
You may re-use this information (excluding logos) free of charge in any format or 
medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 
nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence or email 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
Where we have identified any third-party copyright information, you will need to 
obtain permission from the copyright holders concerned.  
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1 Overview 

1.1 Summary 

Standard 

Standard Number SCCI0011 

Standard Title Mental Health Services Data Set 

Description The MHSDS is a patient level, output based, secondary uses data set 
which delivers robust, comprehensive, nationally consistent and 
comparable person-based information for children, young people and 
adults who are in contact with Mental Health Services. As a secondary 
uses data set it re-uses clinical and operational data for purposes other 
than direct patient care. It defines the data items, definitions and 
associated value sets extracted or derived from local information 
systems. 
 
In Scope 
All activity relating to people who receive specialist secondary mental 
health care services and have, or are thought to have a mental illness; 
or who receive specialist secondary learning disabilities or autism 
spectrum disorder services and are thought to have a learning disability 
or autism spectrum disorder are within scope of the MHSDS. 
 
The scope of the data set requires record level data submission from 
services as follows. 
 
For each person:  
 

 if the person is wholly funded by the NHS – data submission for 
that person is mandatory; 

 if the person is partially funded by the NHS – data submission 
for that person is mandatory; 

 if the person is wholly funded by any means that is not NHS – 
data submission is optional. 

 
It may be that the person has: 
 

 A mental illness 
 A learning disability  
 An autism spectrum disorder 
 Any combination of mental health, learning disability or autism 

spectrum disorder needs. 
 
Children and adolescents (including those with a learning disability 
and/or autism spectrum disorder) under the age of 18 should also be 
included where they are in receipt of care from a specialist secondary 
mental health, learning disabilities or autism spectrum disorder service 
or an early intervention service. Children and young people in receipt of 
psychological therapies covered under the CYP IAPT programme are 
included within the scope of this standard. 
 
The standard will be used across a range of  service types, which are 
likely to include: 
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 Acute services 
 Long-term conditions services 
 Hospital for mental health/learning disabilities 
 Rehabilitation services 
 Care home with nursing 
 Care home without nursing 
 Community services offering secondary care to children. 

 
Out of Scope 
The following areas are currently out of scope and should consequently 
not be included within MHSDS: 

 Patients receiving treatment through a specialist mental health, 
learning disabilities or autism spectrum disorder care provider 
but not thought to have a mental illness, learning disability or 
autism spectrum disorder e.g. 
o Smoking cessation services 
o Addictions and substance misuse services 
o Some alternative therapy services 
o Some counselling services. 

 Mental Health, learning disabilities, and autism spectrum 
disorder services provided only at a primary care level (such as 
by GPs or adult Improving Access to Psychological Therapies). 
 

Applies to Patients 
Any patient (adult, adolescent or child) who receives specialist 
secondary mental health care services and has, or is thought to have a 
mental illness; or who receives specialist secondary learning disabilities 
or autism spectrum disorder services and is thought to have a learning 
disability or autism spectrum disorder.  
Where a service is wholly or partially made up of NHS funded patients, 
data set submission is mandatory. Where the service is wholly made up 
of non-NHS patients, data set submission is optional.  
 
Organisation and Service Types 
The standard will be used across the range of Service Providers and 
organisations that provide specialist secondary mental health and/or 
learning disabilities and/or autism spectrum disorder services 
(irrespective of funding arrangements) including: 
 

 NHS Mental Health Trusts 
 NHS Learning Disabilities Trusts 
 NHS Acute Trusts1 
 NHS Care Trusts1 

 Independent sector providers offering a service model that 
includes NHS funded and non-NHS funded patients1 

 Any qualified provider offering specialist secondary mental 
                                            
1 Where there is direct provision of specialist secondary mental health, learning disabilities, or autism spectrum 
disorder services 
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health, learning disabilities or autism spectrum disorder 
services 

 Community providers of mental health, learning disabilities or 
autism spectrum disorder services for children. 

 
Departments 
The standard must be read and used by all Heads of Mental Health 
services, and other clinical and support services, including community 
services, that have an active involvement in delivering secondary 
mental health care. 
 
Professionals 
The standard applies to all professions working in or supporting Mental 
Health services and other services offering secondary mental health 
care including community services. The MHSDS Technical Output 
Specification provides an indication of the care professionals that are 
within the scope of this information standard. 
 
IT Systems 
The standard predominantly, but not exclusively, relates to Mental 
Health Systems, Patient Administration Systems (PAS) and Electronic 
Patient Records (EPR). 
 

Release 

Release Number Amd 68/2015 

Release Title Version 1.1 

Description Changes are required to the MHSDS in response to emerging models 
of service delivery and commissioning within mental health. 
The changes included in this release are required to: 
 Enable the reporting of community eating-disorder services for 

children and young people (CEDS-CYP). A new code for 
“Community Eating-Disorder Service for Children and Young People” 
has been added to the following data item code lists: 
o MHS006MHCareCoord - Care Professional Service Or Team 

Type Association (Mental Health) 
o MHS102ServiceTypeReferredTo - Service Or Team Type 

Referred To (Mental Health) 
o MHS301GroupSession - Service Or Team Type Referred To 

(Mental Health). 
 Improve the collection of ward details by providing an indication of 

whether a ward is locked. To collect this information, a Locked Ward 
Indicator data item has been added to table MHS502WardStay. 

 Amend the tab name for MHS006 Mental Health Care Coordinator 
from MHS006AssignedCareCoOrd to MHS006MHCareCoord to 
align with the formal table name. 

 
The introduction of these changes has an impact on the MHSDS 
Intermediate Database (IDB). All existing providers will be required to 
submit in a new MHSD v1.1 IDB from May 2016. Submissions made 
from this point onwards using the MHSDS v1.0 IDB will be rejected. 
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Implementation  
Completion Date 

System Suppliers 
From 1st April 2016, Mental Health systems MUST be fully conformant 
with this standard. 
 
Care Providers 
From 1st April 2016 providers of NHS-funded Mental Health Services 
MUST be able to collect the information as defined in the Technical 
Output Specification for local use. 
 
From 1st May 2016, providers of NHS-funded Mental Health Services 
MUST begin submitting MHSDS submissions in accordance with this 
standard.  

Full Conformance 
Date 

20th May 2016 

 

 

1.2 Supporting Products 

Reference Title 

Mental Health Services Data 
Set (MHSDS) 

MHSDS v1.1 Requirements Specification 

MHSDS v1.1 Technical Output Specification 

MHSDS v1.1 Data Set Specification 

MHSDS v1.1 Implementation Guidance 

1.3 Related Standards 

Reference Title 

ISB 1069 Children and Young People’s Health Services (CYPHS) data set 

SCCI2007 Assuring Transformation 

ISB 0149-02 NHS Number for Secondary Care 

ISB 0149-01 NHS Number for General Practice 

ISB 0034 SNOMED CT 

ISB 0092  Commissioning Data Sets (CDS)  

ISB 0090 Organisation Data Service (ODS) 
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http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce/publication/scci0011
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/mhsds
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce/publication/scci0011
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce/publication/scci0011
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce/publication/scci1069
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/isce/publication/scci2007
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-0149-02/amd-13-2011/index_html
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-0149-01/dscn-31-2008/index_html
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http:/www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-0034
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-0092
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-0090/
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2 Change Specification 

2.1 Reason for change 

The MHSDS applies to, and is used by, a wide range of stakeholders. The content of the data set 
is determined from consultation with these stakeholders which include various sections of 
Department of Health policy, NHS England, Care Quality Commission, service providers and 
commissioners. 
Change to the MHSDS data set is required to ensure the data set remains fit for purpose and this 
release includes development of a new data item and amendment of a existing data item. These 
changes have been made in order to support the following objectives: 
 
Access and Waiting Time Standards - CEDS-CYP 
 
Ministerial commitment exists to bring parity of esteem between mental health services and other 
health services. One of the commitments is the introduction of service access and waiting times 
standards. The inclusion of a specific CEDS-CYP “team type” code across the MHSDS will allow 
direct reporting of activity for these services. 
 
This new code will enable: 
 tolerance levels to be set for the Access and Waiting Time Standard for Children and Young 

People with an Eating Disorder, which was introduced in July 2015 by NHS England. More 
information about the standard can be found at: http://www.england.nhs.uk/2015/08/03/cyp-
mh-prog-launch/ 

 monitoring of progress in the availability of and access to CEDS-CYP 
 comparison of the number of cases that are treated in settings other than CEDS-CYP 
 monitoring of the use and impact on outcomes. 
 
Ward Information 
 
The collection of information as to whether a ward is locked or unlocked will enable greater 
analysis of inpatient care by providing further detail around the ward setting in which the patient is 
staying in. 
 
Tab Name Alignment 
Amending the tab name for MHS006 Mental Health Care Coordinator will remove the small 
discrepancy in the specification, improving clarity of the intention for this table. 
 

2.2 Change Control 

The Data Set Specification fully defines the individual changes applied to the data set, with each 
change logged in the Summary of Changes tab. 
This Change Specification therefore represents a summary of changes included in MHSDS v1.1 
which should be read in conjunction with the Summary of Changes tab in the Data Set 
Specification to fully understand the changes to the data set. 
A summary of changes follows below. 

Sup
ers

ed
ed

http://www.england.nhs.uk/2015/08/03/cyp-mh-prog-launch/
http://www.england.nhs.uk/2015/08/03/cyp-mh-prog-launch/


  

Mental Health Services Data Set v1.1 Change Specification                                 v1.0 Final 10/02/2016 

Copyright ©2016 Health and Social Care Information Centre Page 11 of 12 

N.B. The latest version of the technical specification (which includes the MHSDS v1.1 changes) 
is published with other supporting documents on the HSCIC MHSDS web page. This document is 
called the Technical Output Specification (TOS). It includes all elements of the Data Set 
Specification as published by SCCI and also includes addition information relating to inclusion 
rules, validations and processed extracts, which is supplied for the information of stakeholders 
but is not part of the ISN. 
 

2.3 Addition of new data items in existing tables 

A new item has been added to collect new information: 
 
MHS502 Ward Stay 

 Locked Ward Indicator 

This change impacts on the IDB table structure for MHS502 Ward Stay. 
This change is fully defined in the Data Set Specification Change Control tab. 
 

2.4 Amendments to existing data items 

Amendments have been made to existing data items: 
 
A new code for “Community Eating-Disorder Service for Children and Young People” has been  
added to the code lists of the below data items. 
 
Table Data Item 
MHS006 Mental Health Care Coordinator Care Professional Service or Team Type 

Association 

MHS102 Service or Team Type Referred to Service or Team Type Referred to 
MHS301 Group Session Service or Team Type Referred to 
 
This change has no impact on the IDB. 
The above changes are fully defined in the Data Set Specification Change Control tab. 
 

2.5 Amendment to existing table 

A single amendment has been made to the arrangement of an existing table: 
 
MHS006 Mental Health Care Coordinator 

 The tab name in the Data Set Specification for MHS006 Mental Health Care Coordinator 
has been amended from MHS006AssignedCareCoOrd to MHS006MHCareCoOrd 

 
This change does not impact on the definition or content of the table but involves an amendment 
to the table name within the IDB. 
 
This change is fully defined in the Data Set Specification Change Control tab. 
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2.6 Impact of changes  

Please see Section 4.7.3 of the Implementation Guidance for further supporting information 
relating to the impact of included changes to existing users of this Information Standard. 
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