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 Question Answer 

1 How should partial recovery of funds be 
recorded in DPA 001? Should they be 
classed as recovered or written off, or 
included in both figures? 

Partial recovery of funds should be included in the 
“number of DPAs written off (defaulted)” in DPA001 
Tables 1a and 1b in the relevant column for eligibility 
against the statutory criteria. 

2 How should partially recovered funds be 
recorded in DPA002? Should the recovered 
money be recorded under value recovered, 
with the remainder under value written off? 

Following on from counting the partial recovery of funds 
in DPA001 in “the number of DPAS written 
off(defaulted)”, the recovered money should be recorded 
in the relevant column against the category “total value 
of DPAs recovered during 15/16” and the remainder of 
the value should be recorded in the relevant column 
against the category “total value of DPAs written off 
during 15/16”  

3 Should the number of DPAs written off in 
tables 1a and 1b of DPA001 be equal to the 
total number written off in tables 6a and 6b? 

Yes, the number of DPAs written off in DPA001 tables 
1a and 1b should equal the total number of DPAs written 
off in DPA006 Tables 1a and 1b. These totals should 
include those DPAs which are partially recovered.  
 
Equally the number of DPAs recovered in DPA001 
should equal the number of DPAs recovered in DPA005 
tables 5a and 5b 

4 Should lump sum payments against an 
outstanding amount be recorded in either 
DPA001 or DPA0002, if the remainder is 
outstanding but has not been written off? i.e. 
the DPA has not ended 

Lump sum payments made against an outstanding 
amount during the year should be recorded in DPA002 
in the category “total value of DPAs recovered during 
15-16”. 
 DPA002 should include all money received against the 
outstanding value of DPA agreements during the year, 
not just funds received as a result of DPA agreements 
coming to an end. 
If such payments are included in DPA002, please 
indicate this in the comments box. 

5 If a DPA is not taken up due to qualification 
for continuing Health Funding should this be 
classed as an LA reason of Client reason in 
DPA 003, table 3a? 

DPA003 measures new requests for DPAs and the 
sequel to that request. In Table 3a, at the point of 
assessment for a DPA, it is found that a client cannot 
take up a DPA due to requiring health funding for their 
care rather than LA support, this should be classed as 
an LA reason. The category of “client reasons” is 
intended to measure the cases where a client has 
chosen not to proceed with a DPA due to the terms 
being offered to them  

6 Are applicants included in DPA003, table 3b 
for “bridging loan to allow sale of property” 
expected to be the same as those in table 3c 
under “sale”? Should these numbers be the 
same? 

DPA003 measures new requests for DPAs and the 
sequel to that request. Table 3b counts the reason for 
the request whilst Table 3c counts the intended use of 
the property as far as an LA is aware. Thus, these 
numbers are expected to be the same.  

7 In what circumstances should we expect to 
record data under “other” in DPA003, table 
3b 

The “other” category in DPA003 Table 3b is intended to 
be used for all situations where “bridging loan to allow 
sale of the property” and “lifetime loan” are not 
applicable.  

8 Is it expected that those applicants included 
under “lifetime loan” in table 3b are those that 
do not wish to sell their property during their 
lifetime? 

In DPA003 Table 3b, yes, it is expected that those 
included in the category “lifetime loan” do not wish to sell 
their property during their lifetime.  

9 Is the category “LA contributing to cost of 
care through means test” in DPA004, table 
4a expected to be minimal due to it being 
unlikely that an applicant with property assets 
would qualify for support through a means 
test? 

Yes, in the current policy environment, it is expected that 
there will be minimal cases in Table 4a of DPA004 that 
would be counted in the column “LA contributing to cost 
of care through the means test”. 
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10 Should partially recovered DPAs be included 
in DPA005? 

Partially recovered DPAs should be counted as written 
off DPAs and included in DPA006 only. They should not 
be counted in DPA005. 
 
The value written off in DPA006 should include only the 
amount which has been written off, and should not 
include the amount which was partially recovered. 
 

11 The guidance notes seem to state that 
historic debts that are still under the old 
HASSASSA arrangements should be 
included, but further down there is a 
statement that they should not be included. 
Does this mean that if the Section 22 
arrangement has in effect ceased (e.g. the 
client is deceased for example), and no 
further residential charges are accruing on a 
daily basis, although there is still outstanding 
debt, we do not need to include these. 
However if the section 22 arrangement is 
ongoing and the service user is still incurring 
additional residential charges on a daily basis 
then we should include these. 

 

This is correct. Historic debts under HASSASSA 
arrangements should only be included in the return if the 
debt is still accruing and the other conditions listed in the 
guidance document are met. 

12 Does the term “written off” refer only to 
situations in which the equity of the property 
does not fully cover the costs of care 
provided, or does this category instead refer 
to other situations in which the client is 
unable or unwilling to settle the outstanding 
debt. 

Written off refers to any situation in which the council 
has decided to write off the debt, whatever the reason 
the council has for this.  

13 In the guidance note on page 7 the first 2 
bandings are causing some confusion. In our 
terms If an individual is a self-funder (by this 
we mean they are funding the care package 
entirely themselves), then they would not be 
granted a DPA, and we would therefore not 
collect this data. Could you please clarify 
what you are actually asking us to provide 
data on? 

In the same way can you clarify what is 
needed with regards to the user contributing 
from income to costs of care? 

A DPA is a means to allow care to be self-funded – the 
council is paying for care in the short term, but these 
costs will then be recovered at the conclusion of the 
DPA. 
 
The first banding “DPA for full cost of residential or 
nursing home place” refers to individuals where the DPA 
covers the full cost of their care. 
 
The second banding “User contributing from income to 
costs of care” is for use in situations where the cost of 
care is still met entirely by the client, but through a 
combination of DPA and contribution from their income. 

14 What should be included in line 2 of Tables 
2a and 2b in DPA002? 

This line should include the total value of all new DPAs 
starting within the year. 



Adult Social Care National Data Collections – Deferred Payments Agreements Frequently Asked Questions 
v1.0 
 

 
5 Copyright © 2016, Health and Social Care Information Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published by the Health and Social Care Information Centre 

Part of the Government Statistical Service 

 

 

This publication may be requested in large print or other formats.  

 

 

For further information: 

www.hscic.gov.uk 

0300 303 5678 

enquiries@hscic.gov.uk 

Copyright © 2016 Health and Social Care Information Centre. All rights reserved. 

This work remains the sole and exclusive property of the Health and Social Care 
Information Centre and may only be reproduced where there is explicit reference to the 
ownership of the Health and Social Care Information Centre. 

This work may be re-used by NHS and government organisations without permission.   

 


