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Recent News 
 
NHS Digital is the new trading name for the Health and Social Care Information 
Centre (HSCIC). We provide ‘Information and Technology for better health and 
care’. Find out more about our role and remit at www.digital.nhs.uk.  

 
CYPHS201 Care Contact table - incorrect rejection message 

 
There is a known issue with the CYPHS201 Care Contact table whereby a 
redundant validation – CYP20137- 'Record rejected - Care Contact Cancellation 
Date is outside of the reporting period' –  is incorrectly triggering, leading to valid 
data being rejected.  
 
We are looking to put a fix to this in place. In the meantime, please do not attempt 
to flow the Care Contact Cancellation Date if it is outside of the current reporting 
period. We apologise for any inconvenience caused. Once this issue has been 
resolved we will communicate this through the usual channels. 

 
Upcoming validation changes 
 
We are looking to introduce several new validation rules at a record level for most 
‘date’ data items where they are not already present. The purpose of these new 
validations is to prevent the flowing of impossible dates into the dataset; for 
example there is already a validation designed to do this [CYP10141 - Record 
rejected - Referral Request Received Date is before Person Birth Date] and we are 
seeking to expand this logic to other date fields across the dataset. Several of the 
date fields in the dataset are used in calculations that feed into publications so the 
accuracy of the dates recorded in these fields is vital.  
 
Please check your date values carefully, for example [2016-01-01] and [1206-01-
01] could both potentially flow as valid dates, where the second date was keyed 
incorrectly when entering the year. These upcoming validation changes should 
capture these specific types of error, however the validation rules cannot prevent 
all incorrect entries in date fields, so your help in ensuring the accuracy of your 
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data is appreciated (see ‘Data Quality’ under ‘Reporting’ below). 
 

Reporting 
 
Publications  
 
On Thursday 29th September NHS Digital will publish the first Children and Young 
People’s Health Services (CYPHS) Monthly Statistics Report using data submitted to 
the CYPHS data set. This first report will cover September 2015 data. After this 
publication, we intend to publish the backlog of CYPHS data submitted to us thus 
far in as timely a manner as possible. These will be in 3 month groupings ([Oct, 
Nov, Dec 2015], [Jan, Feb, Mar 2016] and so on) until we can establish a monthly 
reporting cycle in which data will be published within a matter of weeks of the 
reporting period submission deadline closing.  
 
These initial reports take a high level view of the data published so far, and will 
consider number of people and counts of referrals and subsequent referrals by 
selected service types being accessed. Published initially as Experimental Statistics, 
the reports will comprise the following components: 
 

 An Executive Summary report which presents analysis of key measures 

 An Excel Data Quality report which presents data quality measures at 
provider level 

 A CSV file which contains provider-level data in a machine readable format 

 A metadata file to accompany the CSV file, providing contextual 
information 

 Analysis by provider (interactive spreadsheet) 
 
The initial reporting will be shaped by the coverage and accuracy of the data; 
however as data quality improves, the reports will change to present other 
information. The makeup of future reports will be informed by yourselves, the 
users of the data, and feedback about the report following its publication will 
therefore be very welcome. Please provide feedback via 
enquiries@nhsdigital.nhs.uk (please quote ‘CYPHS Monthly Statistics’ in the 
subject line). 
 
Data Quality 
 
As a new data source we understand there will be issues with data quality within 
CYPHS data set submissions. We are keen to help data providers identify data 
quality issues and work with them in a collaborative manner to address these. We 
intend to develop and issue structured, provider-specific and individualised data 
quality reports over the coming months. 
 
In addition to this, and starting within this newsletter, we are beginning a new 
feature in which we focus on a particular data quality issue each month with the 
aim of encouraging data quality improvements against key reporting fields. This 
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time we will focus on the issue of the accurate reporting of Date of Birth and the 
timing of other events within the data set. More than 20 key reporting fields within 
the CYPHS data set are derived using Date of Birth; examples include ‘age at 
immunisation date’, ‘age at death’ and ‘age at breastfeeding status observation 
date’. Recording of dates that are either invalid in format or illogical has a 
detrimental impact upon the data set and its uses, and in many cases records 
affected will be removed from analysis that may inform national performance 
measures.  
 
It would be greatly appreciated if users could perform sense checks where possible 
on their data prior to submission. For example, providers should ensure that any 
care contacts or similar activity, or the referral start dates, do not start prior to the 
date of birth of the patient concerned. This will enable us to report accurately at 
both a national and local level on the key CYPH services that you are delivering. 
 

Praise for the CYPHS data set  
 
The Chair of the British Academy of Childhood Disability, Dr Karen Horridge, says 
the CYPHS data set is helping to revolutionise the quality of data local areas have 
available to design and plan services. Read more from Karen on the NHS England 
website.  
 
You can watch Karen describe the importance of this work here. 

 
Future Developments 
 
Many of you may be aware that, over the past 12 months, NHS Digital have been 
working closely with NHS England and other organisations such as Monitor to 
explore the requirement for the development of a nationally mandated 
Community data set covering all patients. Such a data set could potentially be used 
for Community Currencies, outcome indicators for Community Services and New 
Payment Models for Community Services.  
 
As a first step, a proposal will shortly be presented to the Standardisation 
Committee for Care Information (SCCI) to lift the age limit on the current CYPHS 
data set to enable the reporting of community care activity for all ages. The 
current Community Information Data Set (CIDS) Information Standard, which is 
mandated for local collection only, will also be retired. The new combined data set 
will be named the Community Services Data Set (CSDS). 
 
Further information on the progress of this development will be available via the 
SCCI webpages as the application progresses. Additional detail, and the 
opportunity for feedback, will be made available around this topic through future 
newsletters and workshop events. 
 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/mentalhealth/2016/05/16/karen-horridge/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IY3j3CZGUYA&feature=youtu.be


 
Workshops 
 
We plan to host two separate workshops in October for the benefit of providers 
and users of CYPHS data. Following a similar format to previous events, one will be 
held in Leeds and the other in London to provide opportunity for as many 
providers and interested parties to attend as possible. Invitations to these events 
will be issued in the next few weeks. Please do look out for these; places fill up 
quite quickly so respond early to avoid disappointment. 
 

CYPHS Submission Dates 
 
The timetable for submission dates can be found on our webpage here. 
    

Contact Us 
 
These information updates are sent out on a monthly basis. If you or others you 
know wish to receive these, please register for our distribution list via an email to 
our enquiries team.  
 
Email: enquiries@nhsdigital.nhs.uk   
 
Telephone: 0300 303 5678  

 

Useful links________________________________________ 
 
NHS Digital Website: http://digital.nhs.uk/ 
 
MCDS pages: http://digital.nhs.uk/maternityandchildren  

 
Data set specification pages: http://digital.nhs.uk/datasets 
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