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Dear           
 
Re: Information Request – Freedom of Information Act (FOI Act) 2000 
 
I can confirm that the Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) has considered your 
request dated the 5th April 2016.  

“I would like to obtain information regarding the number of 'acid attack' victims i.e. victims burnt in 
deliberate attacks using a corrosive substance, such as sulphuric acid. 

1. How many NHS hospital admissions as a result of 'acid attacks' (as defined above) were 
recorded in each calendar year from 2005 to 2015, and 2016 thus far? 

2. Of these admissions, how many patients were aged 18 and under and what were their ages? 
3. Of these admissions, how many patients were aged 19-30, 31-50, 51-70 and 70+? 
4. Of these admissions, what percentage of patients were male and what percentage were 

female? 
5. Could you please list the top five NHS hospitals that recorded the highest number of 

admissions as a result of 'acid attacks' (as defined above)? 
6. How many recorded fatalities as a result of 'acid attacks' (as defined above) were recorded in 

each calendar year from 2005 to 2015, and 2016 thus far?” 

Thank you for your enquiry.   
 
The HSCIC has not published the data you require in the exact format as requested.  However, there 
are some published sources listed below which may help. Please note that it is not possible to 
identify hospital episodes specifically due to “acid attacks” in the Hospital Episode Statistics (HES) 
database – the external cause “assault by corrosive substance” is usually used as a proxy. 
 
Regarding the customer’s questions 1 – 4: 
 
A response to a media query gives hospital admissions due to assault by a corrosive substance for 
2004-05 to 2014-15 (provisional data) broken down by gender, age group, and ethnicity. Please note 
the age groups are not exactly the same age groups as requested by the customer. 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/18607/9438assaultbycorrosivesubstance/xls/9438_assault_by_corrosi
ve_substance.xlsx 
 
A more recent response to a media query gives hospital admissions due to assault by a corrosive 
substance for 2011-12 to 2014-15 broken down by gender, age, and area team. Again the age 
groups do not exactly match those specified by the customer. 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/19030/9501assaultbycorrosivesubstanceAreaTeamagesex2014-
15/xls/9501_assault_by_corrosive_substance_Area_Team_age_sex_2014-15.xlsx 
 
Alternatively, the you can find information about hospital episodes broken down by age or gender in 
the external cause table of the annual Admitted Patient Care publication, e.g. for 2014-15 

http://www.hscic.gov.uk/media/18607/9438assaultbycorrosivesubstance/xls/9438_assault_by_corrosive_substance.xlsx
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http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB19124/hosp-epis-stat-admi-ext-caus-2014-15-tab.xlsx 
 
Tables for other years may be accessed via  
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/searchcatalogue?q=title%3A%22Hospital+Episode+Statistics%2C+Admitted
+patient+care+-+England%22&area=&size=10&sort=Relevance  
 
Please note that the HSCIC has not published any more recent data on this topic. You would need to 
apply for a bespoke tabulation through the Data Access Request Service (DARS) in order to obtain 
any data from the 2015-16 period. As of the time of writing (April 2015) provisional data are only 
available up to and including January 2016. 
 
Regarding question 5: 
 
The HSCIC has not previously published data on hospital admissions due to assault by a corrosive 
substance broken down by individual hospital provider. Again you would need to apply for a bespoke 
tabulation through DARS to obtain this. 
 
Regarding question 6: 
 
Although it may be possible to use the HES database to identify cases where a patient died after 
being admitted to hospital with external cause of assault by corrosive substance, this again would 
require a bespoke tabulation. The Office for National Statistics which is the official source of mortality 
data, and we would suggest that you contact them for information. https://www.ons.gov.uk/  
 
In order to obtain the information you would need commission a bespoke extract or tabulation report. 
To do this you will need to follow the below link to the HSCIC DARS pages on the HSCIC website 
where you can find information regarding our bespoke data extract services, charges that may apply 
and download the relevant application forms. http://www.hscic.gov.uk/dars  
 
HES (Hospital Episode Statistics) data is included in our publication scheme along with an 
explanation of costs for bespoke reports, in accordance with the Information Commissioners 
guidance for Charging for Information in a Publication Scheme. 
 
Under section 21 of the Act, we are not required to provide the information in response to a request if 
it is already reasonably accessible via other means. This exemption applies because the information 
you have requested may be available via the HSCIC Data Access Request Service (DARS). 
 
In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our disclosure log.  Therefore, a 
version of our response which will protect your anonymity will be posted on the HSCIC website.  
 
I trust you are satisfied with our response to your request for information. However, if you are not 
satisfied, you may request a review from a suitably qualified member of staff not involved in the initial 
query, via the enquiries@hscic.gov.uk e mail address or by post at the above postal address. 
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I will assume that your request to the organisation is now closed. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
Higher Information Governance Officer 
Further information about your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act is available from the 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wilmslow, Cheshire, and on The Information Commissioner’s 
website www.ico.org.uk. 
 
The Health and Social Care Information Centre values customer feedback and would appreciate a moment of 
your time to respond to our Freedom of Information (FOI) Survey to let us know about your experience.  Please 
access the survey through this link 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HSCIC_FOI_Feedback 
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