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NHS Digital 

NHS Digital is the new trading name for the Health and Social Care Information 
Centre (HSCIC). 
 
You should still be able to contact us for now using our existing email addresses and 
web links. In order to access the information you need on adult social care please 
visit our web page. 
 
We have a summary document about 2014-15 publications and have provided the 
new web links for each of the publications. 

 

Guardianship statistics published 

The 2015-16 Guardianship National Statistics were published on 4 August. Some 
key facts from the report are: 

 For the 2015-16 reporting period there were 175 new Guardianship cases, a 
decrease of 16 per cent from last year. This follows a 29 per cent decrease 
between 2013-14 and 2014-15.  

 As at 31 March 2016, 415 people in England were subject to a Guardianship 
order, 18 per cent fewer than at the same point in 2015. This is also the 
eleventh consecutive year of decline in continuing cases, from 940 cases in 
2004-05 to 415 cases in 2015-16, a reduction of 56 per cent over this period.  

 The number of closed cases reduced compared to the previous year, with 
250 cases closed in 2015-16 compared to 305 in 2013-14 (a reduction of 18 
per cent). The number of closed cases has now reduced for six consecutive 
years, since the peak of 495 cases in 2009-10. This represents an overall 
reduction of 50 per cent since 2009-10.  

The first full social care report to be published under the NHS Digital brand, is 
available at http://digital.nhs.uk/catalogue/PUB21294. 
 
We are due to publish further reports in September, with the Adult Social Care 
Survey results published in mid-September and the DoLS report at the end of the 
month. Further publications are expected in October. Thank you for your recent 
contributions to feedback surveys on our processes. We are studying the results on 
the Guardianship, DoLS and SAC surveys and surveys for other collections will be 
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issued in due course.  
 

Final deadlines for ASC-FR and DPA returns 

Any further submissions for ASC-FR and DPA need to be received by 7 September. 
No submissions will be accepted after that point so it is vital councils wanting to 
resubmit do so in good time prior to the deadline. If councils have any questions or 
issues with these returns please get in touch at ascfinance@nhs.net 

 

Update on surveys: SACE and ASCS 

Further to last month's item on the 2016-17 Carers survey, we intend to run a 
webinar on September 14th to talk through key aspects of the survey including the 
eligible population; including additional questions; and the main steps of the journey 
to submission. Further details will be communicated to survey contacts shortly. 
 
Whilst work continues on the data return, a temporary data return field list document 
has been provided here (http://digital.nhs.uk/media/21909/Data-Return-Field-
Listxls/xls/Data_Return_Field_List.xls) to enable councils to see the structure of the 
main data collections page of the data return file. For clarity however, please note 
that reported health conditions will be collected via multiple columns for each 
condition, rather than in a single column as indicated within this temporary 
document. 
 
If you have any queries about any aspect of survey, including outsourcing, please 
contact usersurvey@nhs.net. 

 

Mental Health Services Monthly Statistics 

As part of the process of publishing statistics based on the new Mental Health 
Services Data Set (MHSDS), the Mental Health team within NHS Digital are carrying 
out a series of monthly exploratory analyses to understand the quality and 
completeness of the submitted data items. This month the data items in focus are 
those which underpin the mental health related ASCOF indicators in 1F and 1H. 
 
Exploratory analysis and an accompanying data file are available on the Mental 
Health website: http://digital.nhs.uk/pubs/mhsfinmayprovjun16 
 
This exploratory data file contains CASSR level data from January to May 2016. 
Councils are encouraged to review this content to identify whether they need to 
investigate further any aspects of the submissions that have been made. The 
monthly data files will be updated in due course to contain the ASCOF data items at 
both CASSR and provider level, thus enabling CASSRs to ascertain and contact the 
relevant mental health providers as part of exploring and resolving these concerns. 
 
Please note that the mental health indicators need to look back over the previous 
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twelve months prior to the reporting month to find relevant employment and 
accommodation status information. To allow for potential data quality issues/under-
reporting following the transition to the new data set, the MHSDS allows service 
providers to submit historic employment and accommodation status information as 
part of their regular submissions to limit gaps in these indicators. Some under-
reporting is likely to remain however until the new dataset has been getting 
submitted for a full 12 months. 

 

Workforce data 

The National Minimum Data Set for social care (NMDS-SC) is used by the private, 
voluntary and independent sector as well as by LAs. 
 
We talked to two staff at Norfolk and Surrey councils to help us to understand how 
they use the NMDS-SC to improve their working practices. Norfolk told us how using 
NMDS-SC data refreshed their Market Position Statement and informed a plan for 
thei LEP Skills Board, and Surrey reflected on how they used the data to analyse 
workforce information. 
 
Both case studies demonstrate how local authorities are using NMDS-SC data for: 

 service commissioning including local authority Market Position Statements  
 strategic planning  
 quality assurance  
 maximising the effective and efficient use of their resources  
 workforce planning  
 Local Enterprise Partnership sector skills plans.  

Local authorities who want to find out more about the different ways they can use 
NMDS-SC to maximise efficiency and effectiveness should contact their Skills for 
Care locality manager. 
 

Volunteers sought 

The Personal Social Services Research Unit (PSSRU) at the University of Kent is 
requesting volunteer LAs to help with the Quality and Outcomes of person-centred 
care Research Unity (QORU)-funded project 'Living with Long-term Conditions' 
which is being led by the University of Oxford 
(https://www.ndph.ox.ac.uk/research/health-services-research-unit-
hsru/research/living-with-long-term-conditions). The aim of the project is to validate a 
new patient-reported outcome measure (PROM), so that it may be used with future 
social care service users. 
 
We are inviting LAs to help recruit individuals with long-term conditions who receive 
social care services to complete this questionnaire. The research team will provide 
LAs with all the written research materials. We are requesting LAs to draw a sample 
from their systems using criteria based on SALT returns, add address labels to the 
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envelopes provided by PSSRU, and post the envelopes. All postage costs will be 
reimbursed and an additional £500 will be paid as a token of our appreciation. 
 
If you are interested in helping us with this study, please get in touch with Laurie 
Batchelder (Research Officer) at L.Batchelder@kent.ac.uk or by phone: - 01227 
816166. 

 

MAX toolkit event 

The MAX project team are hosting a series of information sharing events in London 
to provide MAX toolkit users with opportunities to learn how to get the most from the 
toolkit and to hear how LAs have used the toolkit to improve the relevance and value 
of ASCS and PSS SACE data an/or to streamline survey processes. 
 
The events are free to attend and will include lunch. Travel expenses will also be 
reimbursed. The first event will be hosted at Friends House (NW1 2BJ) on Monday 
3rd October 2016 (11.00-16.00) and will be repeated in November and December 
(dates and venue to be confirmed). Spaces are limited. Please email 
maxproject@kent.ac.uk to find out more, register to access the MAX toolkit and/or 
book your place. 

 

Time to care - reducing the administrative burden 
on front line services 

In these tough financial times, it is important that the delivery of health and social 
care is not compromised by administrative burdens. 
 
As we have a statutory role in minimising burden, the Secretary of State has asked 
NHS Digital to provide advice about how we might reduce the impact of burden, 
especially where it is caused by requests for information from national and local 
organisations. 
 
In response to the Secretary of State, we have drafted some recommendations to 
reduce the impact of administrative burden on health and social care. 
 
You will find a link to our draft proposal at the bottom of the page https://hscic-
standards.citizenspace.com/rocr/bae55b92. 
 
Are these recommendations resonable? 
 
If you have feedback on our proposals, please contact the Burden Advice and 
Assessment Service (BAAS) team at NHS Digital by 16 September 2016. 
 
They can be contacted at: 
 
Email: baas@nhs.net 
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Web: http://digital.nhs.uk/baas 

 

Team changes 

Farewell to Luke Thickins who is soon to jet off to New Zealand on a career break. 
Jim Butler will be joining the team from The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust in mid-October, as Luke's replacement. 

 

ADASS Informatics Network 

Below is a link to the ADASS IN monthly newsletter for information. 
 
http://us13.campaign-
archive1.com/?u=a9a2aeea4c892084ae6fbe597&id=349e4f8c3b&e=b26b8a448c 
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