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Change Log 
Version Date Changes 
1.0 Sep 2016 First release 
1.1 Dec 2016 1. Added a paragraph to explain the recording of additional disability in 

tables 2 & 3. 
2. Added a paragraph to explain why the guidance for the recording of 

additional disability in tables 2 & 3 has changed since the previous 
collection (2013-14). 

3. Further clarification added that the two ‘New registrations…’ columns in 
Table 1 should include data for the one-year reporting period only. 
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Background 
Statutory Obligation to Maintain a Register 
The Care Act 2014 Section 77 subsection1 states that ‘A local authority must establish and 
maintain a register of sight-impaired and severely sight-impaired adults who are ordinarily 
resident in its area’ (www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/23/section/77). 

Timing 
This data collection is carried out every three years. 

SSDA910 Registers of people who are deaf or hard of hearing 
Information on the numbers of people registered as deaf or hard of hearing was last 
collected for the year to 31 March 2010. Following consultation with stakeholders, the 
collection was discontinued. The final National Statistics report relating to the numbers of 
deaf and hard of hearing registrations is available at: http://digital.nhs.uk/pubs/regdeaf10. 

Reporting Period 
The reporting period for this data collection is 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017. 

Most of the data collected relates to the number of people on the registers at the end of the 
reporting period. Table 1 includes two columns for new registrations; data recorded in these 
columns should be for registrations within the year of the reporting period i.e. for a one-year 
period. 

Coverage 
The data collection includes all people registered blind or partially sighted, not just those who 
are assessed or in receipt of a service 

Submitting the Data 
The data are submitted as part of the Short and Long Term (SALT) data return using the 
Strategic Data Collection Service (SDCS) at https://socialcare.sdcs.hscic.gov.uk/ or 
https://socialcare.sdcs.digital.nhs.uk. 

The data return for SALT can be downloaded from the NHS Digital social care collections 
page at http://digital.nhs.uk/socialcarecollections2017. 

This data collection occupies one of the worksheets in the SALT data return. Local 
authorities should submit the complete SALT data return as one file, including the data for 
this data collection, rather than making two separate data submissions. 

When completing the data return, please ensure zeros are used to indicate no activity. 
Cells should be blank only where data are not available. 
Please refer to the Data validation section on page 9.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/23/section/77
http://digital.nhs.uk/pubs/regdeaf10
https://socialcare.sdcs.hscic.gov.uk/
https://socialcare.sdcs.digital.nhs.uk/
http://digital.nhs.uk/socialcarecollections2017
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Data Collected 
The data are collected in three tables: 

Table 1: Blind/severely sight impaired persons and partial sight/sight impaired persons: 
numbers on the register and new registrations. 

Table 2: Registered blind/severely sight impaired persons who have an additional disability: 
numbers on the register at the end of the reporting period. 

Table 3: Registered partial sight/sight impaired persons who have an additional disability: 
numbers on the register at the end of the reporting period. 

The tables are reproduced below. 

Table 1 Blind/severely sight impaired persons and partial sight/sight 
impaired persons – Numbers on the register and new 
registrations 

 

Blind/severely 
sight impaired 
persons 
registered as at 
reporting period 
end. 

New 
registrations of 
blind/severely 
sight impaired 
persons during 
the reporting 
period. 

Partial 
sight/sight 
impaired 
persons 
registered as at 
reporting period 
end. 

New 
registrations of 
partial 
sight/sight 
impaired 
persons during 
the reporting 
period. 

Age 0 – 4     

Age 5 – 17     

Age 18 – 49     

Age 50 – 64     

Age 65 – 74     

Age 75 and 
over 

    

Total     

Although the data are reported every three years, the reporting period is one year (not three), so the 
two ‘New registrations…’ columns in Table 1 should include data for the one-year reporting period 
only. 



Registers of people who are blind or partially sighted: SSDA902 

Copyright © 2016 Health and Social Care Information Centre. 6 

Table 2 Registered blind/severely sight impaired persons who have 
an additional disability – Numbers on the register 

 Age 0 – 4 Age 5 - 17 
Age 18 - 

64 
Age 65 

and over Total 

People who are deaf 
with speech 

     

People who are deaf 
without speech 

     

People who are hard 
of hearing 

     

People with physical 
disabilities 

     

People with mental 
health problems 

     

People with learning 
disabilities 

     

All persons with 
additional disability – 
Total 

     

 

Table 3 Registered partial sight/sight impaired persons who have 
an additional disability – Numbers on the register 

 Age 0 – 4 Age 5 - 17 
Age 18 - 

64 
Age 65 

and over Total 

People who are deaf 
with speech 

     

People who are deaf 
without speech 

     

People who are hard 
of hearing 

     

People with physical 
disabilities 

     

People with mental 
health problems 

     

People with learning 
disabilities 

     

All persons with 
additional disability - 
Total 
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Completing the Data Tables 
• When completing the data tables, where there are no people recorded for a 

category, please indicate this by entering a zero. 

• Leave cells blank only where data are not available. 

Age 
A person’s age is recorded as their age at the end of the reporting period or, if they died 
before the end of the reporting period, their age at date of death. 

For new registrations, if the council only holds information on the age at the time of 
registration, then this can be recorded instead. 

Table 1 
The first and third columns related to the numbers on the register as at the end of the 
reporting period. The second and fourth columns relate to new registrations during the 
one-year reporting period 

If a person has registered as partially sighted during the course of the year and then 
registers as blind, or vice versa, then they should appear in both the second and fourth 
columns because they were new registrations in both categories during the year. The data 
should also be recorded in either the first or third column (but not both) in the column that 
applies to the most recent registration in the reporting period. 

If a person had registered in one category before the start of the reporting period, and then 
registered in another category during the reporting period, the data should only appear in the 
columns relating to the most recent category. 

Where a person dies in the same year as registration, they should be recorded in the second 
or fourth column, but not in the first and third columns (because they should no longer be on 
the register). 

New registrations should not include additions or changes to the register as a result of 
re-certification or transfers from other areas. 

Tables 2 and 3 
Data should not be double-counted in tables 2 and 3: a client may be entered in only one 
row of the appropriate table. In the case of multiple disabilities, the recording of deafness or 
hard of hearing should be prioritised over the recording of mental health/learning/physical 
disabilities. For example, if a client is blind/severely sight impaired with additional disabilities, 
they would be included in table 2. If the additional disabilities of this client could be 
considered as both ‘mental health problems’ and ‘deaf with speech’, they would be recorded 
in the row relating to ‘deaf with speech’ only. 

If a service user has more than one additional disability, none of which are hearing loss, then 
the relevant row that is higher (nearer the top) in tables 2 and 3 of the data return should be 
selected. For example, if the service user has both a learning disability and a physical 
disability then they should be recorded as having a physical disability as it is the higher one 
of the two in tables 2 and 3. 

Note that in the previous data collection (2013-14) the guidance said that “If the multiple 
disabilities do not include any kind of hearing loss, people should then be allocated to their 
primary client group as would be recorded within the RAP return wherever possible”. The 
Referrals, Assessments and Packages of Care (RAP) data collection was replaced by the 
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Short and Long Term (SALT) data collection in 2014-15 therefore this approach is no longer 
applicable. 

In some local authorities each client has an overarching client classification, but may receive 
a different classification for a specific assessment. In these circumstances use the 
overarching client classification for this data return. 

Additional Disability 
The classification of additional disability in Tables 2 and 3 is intended to be consistent with 
the time series for this data collection, therefore the definitions in the Equalities and 
Classifications Framework (EQ-CL) document are not used. The guidelines below should be 
followed when including data in tables 2 and 3. 

People who are deaf with speech 
Those who (even with a hearing aid) have little or no useful hearing but whose normal 
method of communication is by speech and lip-reading. 

People who are deaf without speech 
Those who have no useful hearing and whose normal method of communication is not by 
the use of speech. 

People who are hard of hearing 
Those who (with or without a hearing aid) have some useful hearing and whose normal 
method of communication is by speech, listening and lip-reading. 

People with physical disabilities 
Where there is a limitation on a person's physical functioning, mobility, dexterity or stamina. 
It includes physically frail people and those with illness or incapacity. 

People with mental health problems 
People having mental illness as defined in the Mental Health Act 1983 (amended in the 
Mental Health Act 2007), including those in hospital. 

People with learning disabilities 
People with a learning disability as defined in the Mental Health Act 1983 (amended in the 
Mental Health Act 2007). 
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Data validation 
Table 1 
• Data in the ‘Total’ row should be equal to the sum of the rows above. Where this is not 

the case, please provide additional information. 

• It is anticipated that data in the ‘Total’ row will be within 20 per cent of the figures 
submitted for the previous data collection. Where this is not the case, please provide 
additional information. 

Tables 2 and 3 
• Data in the ‘Total’ column should be equal to the sum of the other columns. Where this is 

not the case, please provide additional information. 

• Data in the ‘All persons with additional disability – Total’ row should be equal to the sum 
of the rows above. 

• It is anticipated that data in the ‘All persons with additional disability – Total’ row in the 
‘Total’ column will be within 20 per cent of the figure submitted for the previous data 
collection. Where this is not the case, please provide additional information. 

Validation Following Submission 
Following data submission, NHS Digital will carry out further validation including checking if 
there are any instances where data items that require entry have been left blank without 
explanation; the local authority will be contacted in order to provide these. Any breach 
reasons provided will be reviewed and additional information may be requested.  

Contact information 
For advice about this data collection please contact salt@nhs.net. 

mailto:salt@nhs.net
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