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Dear           
 
Re: Information Request – Freedom of Information Act (FOI Act) 2000 
 
I can confirm that the Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) has considered your 
request dated the 13th May 2016. 
 
“I would like to know the total number of babies delivered in NHS hospitals in the 2015 and the total 
number of these identified as having agenesis of the corpus callosum.” 
 
Thank you for your enquiry. 
 
The Hospital Episode Statistics (HES) database contains information about medical treatment 
received at English NHS hospitals and English NHS-commissioned treatment in independent 
hospitals. 
 
HES publishes counts of deliveries by hospital provider as part of the annual HES Maternity report. 
The latest published year is 2014-15 (1 April 2014 - 31 March 2015), available 
here: http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB19127/nhs-mate-eng-2014-15-pla-tab.xlsx 
 
Please note that providers are only required to submit data at Trust level therefore it is not usually 
possible to identify the specific hospital.  
 
HES holds provisional data for the remainder of 2015, but as we have not previously published it in 
the format you require you would need to apply for a bespoke tabulation via the Data Access 
Request Service (DARS).  
 
It may be to possible to identify how many of these deliveries included babies diagnosed with 
agenesis of the corpus callosum. However, the information has not previously been published in the 
format you require therefore you would again need to apply for a bespoke tabulation via the DARS.  
 
In order to obtain a bespoke extract or tabulation report you will need to follow the below link to the 
HSCIC DARS pages on the HSCIC website where you can find information regarding our bespoke 
data extract services, charges that may apply and download the relevant application 
forms. http://www.hscic.gov.uk/dars  
 
If you are interested in the number of inpatient stays generally (i.e. not as a subset of the deliveries in 
the Maternity dataset) where there was a diagnosis of this condition please see the Admitted Patient 
Care report, 2014-15: http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB19124/hosp-epis-stat-admi-diag-2014-
15-tab.xlsx  
 
The NHS Clinical Classifications service can help if you need any guidance on which diagnosis 
codes are used to identify agenesis of the corpus 
callosum: http://systems.hscic.gov.uk/data/clinicalcoding/codingadvice/national 
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Under section 21 of the Act, we are not required to provide the information in response to a request if 
it is already reasonably accessible via other means. This exemption applies because the information 
you have requested may be available via the HSCIC Data Access Request Service (DARS). 
 
HES (Hospital Episode Statistics) data is included in our publication scheme along with an 
explanation of costs for bespoke reports, in accordance with the Information Commissioners 
guidance for Charging for Information in a Publication Scheme. 
 
NHS Choices publish data on the number of births that take place in NHS hospitals in England, but 
do not publish an aggregated figure across all hospitals, therefore are unable to answer either of the 
posed questions in your request.  However, the Health and Social Care Information Centre's latest 
published maternity statistics show that there were 636,643 births in NHS hospitals in England in 
2014/15. 
 
In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our disclosure log.  Therefore, a 
version of our response which will protect your anonymity will be posted on the HSCIC website.  
 
I trust you are satisfied with our response to your request for information. However, if you are not 
satisfied, you may request a review from a suitably qualified member of staff not involved in the initial 
query, via the enquiries@hscic.gov.uk e mail address or by post at the above postal address. 
 
I will assume that your request to the organisation is now closed. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
Higher Information Governance Officer 
Further information about your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act is available 
from the Information Commissioner’s Office, Wilmslow, Cheshire, and on The Information 
Commissioner’s website www.ico.org.uk. 
 
The Health and Social Care Information Centre values customer feedback and would appreciate a 
moment of your time to respond to our Freedom of Information (FOI) Survey to let us know about 
your experience.  Please access the survey through this link 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HSCIC_FOI_Feedback 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@hscic.gov.uk
http://www.ico.org.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HSCIC_FOI_Feedback
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HSCIC_FOI_Feedback


 

 




