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Our ref: NIC-45276-Q1J6F 
                                                                                                                
Dear            
 
Re: Information Request – Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 2000 
 
I can confirm that the Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) has considered your 
request dated the 27th June 2016.  
 
“1) Please provide a breakdown of the numbers of incidents of sectioning under the Mental Health 
Act by the nationality of the person being sectioned for each of the following financial years:  
a) 2013/14  
b) 2014/15  
c) 2015/16” 
 
Thank you for your request.  
 
This response presents information about the number of detentions under the Mental Health Act by 
ethnic origin since nationality is not collected; figures available are presented by financial year for 
2013/14 – 2014/15 and data for 2015/16 will be published in early November 2016. 
 
For 2013/14 see tables 1.3-1.5 for analysis of numbers of people using services (both non-admitted 
and admitted to hospital) and table 2.3 for more detail on patients with a hospital stay at:  
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB15990/mhb-1314-nat-tables-v2.xlsx 
 
For 2014/15 see same tables plus the additional sections analysed in 2.5 at: 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/catalogue/PUB18808/mhb-1415-nat-tables.xlsx 
 
The official figures for detentions under the MHA are those produced from the KP90 data collection 
released in HSCIC publications 'Inpatients formally detained in hospitals under the Mental Health Act 
1983'; the figures here referenced are however produced from the Mental Health and Learning 
Disabilities Dataset (MHLDDS) and Mental Health Minimum Dataset (MHMDS) for the earlier years, 
because ethnicity/nationality information is not available in the KP90 collection.  The MHMDS 
includes information about uses of the Mental Health Act but, for reasons of scope and known data 
quality issues, the figures produced from MHMDS are an undercount.   Further analysis from the 
MHMDS and MHLDDS is presented elsewhere in the Mental Health Bulletins listed above ; for further 
detail about data quality see the commentary that forms part of those releases.  
 
The data source for this information is the Mental Health and Learning Disabilities Dataset 
(MHLDDS) for 2014/15 and Mental Health Minimum Dataset (MHMDS) for the earlier year. 
 
Variations over time are largely attributable to changes to the dataset. There was a significant 
changes to the scope of the dataset in 2014/15 where it was expanded to include learning disabilities 
services, and this means that comparisons should be treated with caution. 
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Further publications from MHLDDS can be found here: http://www.hscic.gov.uk/mhldsreports. These 
are accompanied by data quality reports. 
 
From January 2016 a new version of the dataset (Mental Health Services Dataset) has been 
expanded to cover NHS funded secondary mental health services for children and young people as 
well as adults. Further information about the new dataset can be found here 
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/mhsds. 
 
In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our disclosure log.  Therefore, a 
version of our response which will protect your anonymity will be posted on the HSCIC website.  
 
I hope you understand the reasons why we are unable to supply the information requested. However, 
if you are not satisfied, you may request a review from a suitably qualified member of staff not 
involved in the initial query, via the enquiries@hscic.gov.uk e mail address or by post at the above 
postal address. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Information Governance Advisor 
 
Further information about your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act is available from the 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wilmslow, Cheshire, and on The Information Commissioner’s website 
www.ico.org.uk. 
 
The Health and Social Care Information Centre values customer feedback and would appreciate a moment of 
your time to respond to our Freedom of Information (FOI) Survey to let us know about your experience.  Please 
access the survey through this link 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HSCIC_FOI_Feedback 
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