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24th August 2016 
 
Our ref: NIC-52218-W8D1S 
 
Dear  
 
Re: Information Request – Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 2000 
 
I can confirm NHS Digital has considered your request dated the 29 July 2016. 
 
 

“- Annual number of pregnant women tested for gestational diabetes (and the cost to the NHS) 
- Annual number of pregnant women with complications arising from gestational diabetes (and 
the cost to the NHS) 
- and how many of these women were previously undiagnosed (and the cost to the NHS) 
- Annual number of still-births/lost babies due to undiagnosed diabetes?” 

 
Thank you for your enquiry. 
 
NHS Digital began to receive maternity data as part of the Maternity Services Data Set (MSDS) in 
June 2015 for April 2015 data. 
 
As the MSDS is a new dataset we are currently publishing Maternity Services Monthly Statistics as 
experimental statistics. 
 
The first publication containing some initial analysis of information about maternity services was 
published on 25th November 2015. We will continue to release the reports as experimental statistics 
until the characteristics of data flowed using the new data standard are understood. The dates of 
current and future publications are available in the publications calendar on our website: 
http://digital.nhs.uk/pubs/calendar  
 
Unfortunately we are unable to answer your request using data from the MSDS; the reasons for this 
are outlined below.  
 
The MSDS does not collect any information on the number of tests for gestational diabetes, therefore 
we are unable to provide information on the number of women tested. In addition the MSDS does not 
collect any information relating to costs. 
 
It also would not be possible to identify women with a complication arising from gestational diabetes, 
only that a woman with gestational diabetes had a complication. It would not be possible to say that 
the diagnosis and complication were linked. 
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The MSDS does collect diagnosis information, however this diagnosis information relates to 
diagnoses that took place during or before the pregnancy. Therefore, there will not be accurate data 
for gestational diabetes that went undiagnosed during the pregnancy, but was identified after the 
woman has given birth (and had any complications). 
 
As is to be expected with a new data set there are a number of data quality issues at present with the 
data that has been submitted since June 2015. These are issues both in terms of coverage of the 
expected organisations submitting data and in the completeness of the data that is being submitted. 
Having analysed the data we have identified that both these issues directly impact the data you have 
requested the result of which means that we are unable to identify the additional activity, in addition 
to that mentioned above, that you have requested. 
 
Currently the coverage of information pertaining to the provision of maternity services is not 
complete. March 2016 submissions were received from around 60 per cent of the expected 
organisations. However, submissions with data relating to the labour or birth (and any potential 
complications) were received from around 50 per cent of expected organisations. 
 
Providers of maternity services were only required to submit data relating to women at the beginning 
of the antenatal pathway in April 2015, and as such, there is not yet a full year of birth information 
available. 
 
The coverage issues and a lack of birth information mean it is not currently possible to provide an 
annual figure, or a figure that is representative of England as a whole, for any of the information 
requested. 
 
As data coverage and completeness improves we plan to include experimental analysis of 
information about other aspects of maternity services in future monthly reports which can be 
accessed from the web link provided earlier in this response. 
 
Please note, NHS Digital is the new trading name for the Health and Social Care Information Centre 
(HSCIC).  We provide ‘Information and Technology for better health and care’. Find out more about 
our role and remit at www.digital.nhs.uk 
 
In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our disclosure log.  Therefore, a 
version of our response which will protect your anonymity will be posted on the NHS Digital website.  
 
I trust you are satisfied with our response to your request for information. However, if you are not 
satisfied, you may request a review from a suitably qualified member of staff not involved in the initial 
query, via the enquiries@nhsdigital.nhs.uk e mail address or by post at the above postal address. 
 
I will assume that your request to the organisation is now closed. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
Information Governance Advisor 
 
Further information about your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act is available from the 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wilmslow, Cheshire, and on The Information Commissioner’s 
website www.ico.org.uk. 
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The NHS Digital values customer feedback and would appreciate a moment of your time to respond to our 
Freedom of Information (FOI) Survey to let us know about your experience.  Please access the survey through 
this link here   
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