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04 August 2016 
 
Our ref: NIC-48339-J6L7N 

 
Dear  
 
Re: Information Request – Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 2000 
 
I can confirm NHS Digital has considered your request dated the 11 July 2016. 
 
 
“under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 I would like to request a copy of the 2014 IT Health 
Check Strategic Data Assurance Report. Can you please send me a pdf version of the report to” 
 
Thank you for your enquiry.  I can confirm that the NHS Digital does hold the document you have 
requested. However, unfortunately, we are unable to provide this under Section 43(2) of the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000.  
 
Please note, NHS Digital is the new trading name for the Health and Social Care Information Centre 
(HSCIC).  We provide ‘Information and Technology for better health and care’. Find out more about 
our role and remit at www.digital.nhs.uk 
 
The HSCIC carried out a significant programme of work to review HSCIC and NHS Security as part 
of a wider Information Assurance programme. The 2014 IT Health Check Strategic Data Assurance 
Report  identified security vulnerabilities and key areas for improvement in resepct of data security. 
Knowledge of these vulnerabilities could enable access to systems and potentially confidential or 
sensitive information about our citizens. NHS Digital has advised the organisations involved in the 
health check of any  vulnerabilities identified, to enable locally led remediation, to ensure every 
citizen’s data is protected.  
 
Disclosure of the report and the vulnerabilities it contains could pose a significant risk to the security 
of the health and care system , which could harm the reputation or the confidence that customers, 
suppliers or investors may have, thereby impacting on citizens who may choose to opt out of health 
initiatives as a result, which in turn will impact on the effectiveness of some of the initiatives being run 
and the quality of care provided both now and in the future.  
 
There is no overriding public interest in providing the information. Indeed, enabling access to the 
report could put at risk the information health and care organisations hold on patients and so, as 
such, it is in the public interest that the report is withheld.  
 
A Public Interest and a Prejudice Test were also carried out to support withholding the document 
under s43(2) 
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In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our disclosure log.  Therefore, a 
version of our response which will protect your anonymity will be posted on the NHS Digital website.  
 
I hope you understand the reasons why we are unable to supply the information requested. However, 
if you are not satisfied, you may request a review from a suitably qualified member of staff not 
involved in the initial query, via the enquiries@nhsdigital.nhs.uk e mail address or by post at the 
above postal address. 
 
I will assume that your request to the organisation is now closed. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
Information Governance Advisor 
 
Further information about your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act is available from the 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wilmslow, Cheshire, and on The Information Commissioner’s website 
www.ico.org.uk. 
 
The NHS Digital values customer feedback and would appreciate a moment of your time to respond to our 
Freedom of Information (FOI) Survey to let us know about your experience.  Please access the survey through 
this link here   
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