
 
 
Strengthening the governance of information standards and data collections 
across health and care 
The Department of Health, in liaison with its Arm’s Length Bodies, is making 
changes to the national governance arrangements for the assurance and approval of 
information standards, data collections and extractions. 
Coming into effect from 1 April 2017 these changes include: 

• the establishment of a new executive decision making authority – the Data 
Coordination Board  

• the consequential closure of the Standardisation Committee for Care 
Information (SCCI) – its approval functions will transfer to the Data 
Coordination Board 

• realignment of the approvals process, to reflect the role of the Data 
Coordination Board in providing both the initial approval to proceed and the 
final approval to publish  

• improvements to the assurance process, to provide greater speed, flexibility 
and agility, while maintaining the quality and functionality of information 
standards, data collections and extractions. 

These changes will lead to more effective implementation and uptake of information 
standards, data collections and extractions, while providing assurance to health and 
care providers that concerns around legality, safety, burden and general 
implementability have been addressed. 
More information for developers 
We acknowledge that many of you who have gone through the SCCI process have 
provided suggestions for better ways of working. We are pleased to announce some 
of the changes being introduced as a result of such feedback.  

1. The two NHS Digital teams currently supporting the SCCI process (SCCI 
Services and ISAS) are being merged into one. The combined team will 
continue to provide assurance and appraisal services.  

2. The Data Coordination Board will provide approval to developers to proceed 
with development activity following submission of an application for a new, or 
change to, an existing standard or collection. 

3. Assurance and appraisal will be provided on a continuous basis from the point 
the Data Coordination Board provides this approval to proceed. 

4. We are losing the concept of fixed stages; there will be no Requirement, Draft, 
Full. Assurance will dovetail with the development process and we will work 
with you to identify the best times for assessment of evidence. 

5. An expert Appraisal Forum will assess the evidence and put forward 
recommendations for approval to the Data Coordination Board. 

6. The rigour of assurance will not diminish. However, at the start of the 
assurance process we will agree with you a set of assurance criteria, and 



 
 

appropriate evidence, for your individual standard which will be based on risk, 
impact and need. 

7. A dedicated assurance and appraisal team will work with you, to guide you 
through the assurance and appraisal framework. 

8. If you are already in the assurance process, items scheduled for acceptance 
by SCCI will still be progressed to the March SCCI meeting. For other items, 
we are reviewing the current work schedule to ensure, wherever possible, that 
implementation timescales are considered when prioritising work and 
submission to the Data Coordination Board.  

9. You will continue to receive full support from the merged NHS Digital team. 
10. Publication will continue as present, though the Data Coordination Board will 

provide authority to publish (simultaneously with final approval). 
More information will be available as we work through the detail of the changes. In 
the meantime, your questions can be addressed by your normal SCCI contact or 
sent through to us by email: scci@nhs.net 
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