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14th November 2016 
 
Our Ref: NIC-68709-L5Z7H 
 
Dear  
 
Re: Information Request – Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 2000 
 
I can confirm NHS Digital has considered your request dated 19th October 2016. 
 
“request regarding the prevalence of persons in the current population of 2016 with refractive 
hyperopia or myopia (not including degenerative myopia) in adults aged 18 and above in the UK 
including Northern Ireland.  
None of their personal information is needed such as their sex, exact age etc.  

I would like a detailed breakdown of results if possible. So firstly, I would like to know what 
percentage of the population of the United Kingdom overall are short sighted, and then i would like a 
percentage breakdown of how many have mild myopia (from -0.5 to -3 dioptres), moderate myopia 
(above -3 dioptres to -6) and high or severe myopia (anything above -6 dioptres).  
 
I also wish to have the same breakdown for the 4 territories of the United Kingdom meaning England, 
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. Like before i wish to know the percentages of each population 
that are myopic and a breakdown of the the severity of the short sightedness as stated before in 
percentage within each territory. 

I would also like to have the same percentage break down for hyperopic patients but do not need the 
division into degrees of severity, as i couldnt find any. Thus i just wish to know the percentage of the 
UK population that are far sighted and then a breakdown into the 4 territories as before.” 
 
Thank you for your enquiry.  Unfortunately, NHS Digital does not hold the information you have 
specifically requested.  Therefore we are unable to assist with your request. The only data NHS 
Digital hold relates to England only, and pertain to the number of NHS sight tests conducted, and the 
numbers of NHS vouchers for spectacles redeemed.   The latest publication of this information is 
available at the following link: http://content.digital.nhs.uk/catalogue/PUB21111 
 
The dataset only includes data on those patients who are eligible for and have made use of NHS 
ophthalmic services; much ophthalmology is conducted beyond the scope of these NHS provisions. 
 
In line with the Information Commissioner’s directive on the disclosure of information under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 your request will form part of our disclosure log.  Therefore, a 
version of our response which will protect your anonymity will be posted on the NHS Digital website.  
 
I hope you understand the reasons why we are unable to supply the information requested. However, 
if you are not satisfied, you may request a review from a suitably qualified member of staff not 
involved in the initial query, via the enquiries@nhsdigital.nhs.uk e mail address or by post at the 
above postal address. 

1 Trevelyan Square 
Boar Lane 

Leeds LS1 6AE 
 

0300 303 5678 
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Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Information Governance Advisor 
 
Further information about your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act is available 
from the Information Commissioner’s Office, Wilmslow, Cheshire, and on The Information 
Commissioner’s website www.ico.org.uk. 
 
The NHS Digital values customer feedback and would appreciate a moment of your time to respond 
to our Freedom of Information (FOI) Survey to let us know about your experience.  Please access the 
survey through this link here   
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