
 

 

 

 

  
 
  

Assuring Transformation 

May 2017 Newsletter 

Data Quality – NHS England and NHS Digital are committed to continuously improving 

the quality of the Assuring Transformation to ensure it is a useful resource to keep track of 

your patients. You may be contacted intermittently to work with us to improve the quality 

of specific data items.  

                                 Updates on recent data quality exercises:  

May’s data extract will be taken at midnight on 31st May which is after the bank holiday 

and also falls in half term week – so you are advised to update your records or select the 

submission confirmation option by Friday 27th May if you are going to be on leave 

Commissioners are reminded that CAP is a live system. Please update records as and 

when you are notified of a change in your patient’s care plan. Please keep patient 

records up to date throughout the month and to confirm all submissions (including 

null submissions) by the end of the month.  

A cut of data is taken at the end of every week and again at the end of every month 

for management information purposes, it is therefore advised that your data is 

current. 

You may need to contact your providers and request information about changes to 

patient’s care plan more regularly 
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NHS Digital has recently completed a data quality exercise attempting to improve the data 

quality of Q8 postcode of usual address. Huge thanks to all commissioners who have taken 

time to research patient’s home addresses and worked with us to make sure this postcode 

reflects an accurate picture of the patient’s home situation. 

NHS England were keen to improve the quality of this field by the end of April as the April cut 

of data will be analysed for inclusion in the May publications which contain the calculation 

‘distance between hospital of treatment and home’ and we found that many patient records 

included their previous hospital in this postcode field which is not an accurate reflection of 

‘home’ and would therefore produce skewed inaccurate results. 

Recent reports show that there are still over 150 patient records containing the default 

postcode in Q8! You are advised to complete further checks to ensure that the most 

accurate data is recorded for your patients. 

We acknowledge that especially for patients who have been in hospital treatment for a 

long time, their ‘home’ is hard to define and historical records don’t include this 

information. In these cases we advise that you use the postcode of the current hospital of 

treatment as recorded in Q14c. 
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Our dedicated team is available to answer any queries you may have.  
You can contact us by email or give us a call. Help line hours are from 9am to 4pm  

Email: atdata@nhs.net 
Sarah Freeman: 0113 866564   Judith Ellison: 0113 2547283 Imran Basser: 01133974172 

  

We also value any feedback you may have about any aspect of the collection. 

NHS Digital 
http://content.digital.nhs.uk/assuringtransformation  

NHS England is keen to drive up the quality of the Q17b field 

by ensuring that all commissioners are using the codes 

consistently. 

Some commissioners have reported confusion about classification of 

patients in rehabilitation-type wards (codes 4 and 5), and how to 

classify “locked rehabilitation”. 

The typology of wards used in Assuring Transformation comes from 

the Royal College of Psychiatrists Faculty Report FR/ID/03, July 2013: 

“People with learning disability and mental health, behavioural or 

forensic problems: the role of in-patient services”. The report should 

serve as clear guidance for commissioners about how to classify a 

patients’ inpatient setting.  

To make corrections to reported ward type for any current patients, 

please contact atdata@nhs.net. This e-mail address should also be 

used to correct any records of patients reported by CCGs but who are 

reported as being in secure settings. 

 

Q17b What is the ward 

type? 

1 Low, Medium and High 

secure forensic beds  

2 Acute admission beds 

within specialised learning 

disability units  

3 Acute admission beds 

within generic mental health 

settings 

4 Forensic rehabilitation beds  

5 Complex continuing care 

and rehabilitation beds  

6 Other beds including those 

for specialist 

neuropsychiatric conditions  

9 Other 

 

 

 

 

 Improving your CTR Information! 

We are finding a lack of consistency in recording in the CTR fields. You are advised to improve the data 

quality of the following questions by ensuring that CTRs are recorded correctly. 

Q23 Did the patient have a pre-admission (CTR)? 

Q24 Pre-admission CTR date 

Q25 Did the patient have a post-admission (CTR)? 

Q26 Post-admission CTR date 

Q27 Date of most recent CTR 

Q28 Outcome of most recent CTR 

 Pre-admission CTRs are those that occur up to 2 weeks prior to admission 

 Post-admission CTRs are those that occur up to 2 weeks post admission. 
 

You are encouraged to replace any default dates present in your data with actual dates 

You are reminded to adhere to the CTR guidance where possible: 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/learning-disabilities/ctr/ctr-policy-changes/  
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