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Data Coordination Board 
 
This information standard (DCB0089) has been approved for publication by the Department of 
Health under section 250 of the Health and Social Care Act 2012.  
 
Assurance that this information standard meets the requirements of the Act and is appropriate 
for the use specified in the specification document has been provided by the Data Coordination 
Board (DCB), a sub-group of the Digital Delivery Board. 
 
This information standard comprises the following documents:  
 

 Requirements Specification  

 Implementation Guidance 

 Change Specification 

 Change to Implementation Guidance. 

 
An Information Standards Notice (DCB0089 Amd 19/2017) has been issued as a notification of 
use and implementation timescales. Please read this alongside the documents for the 
standard. 
 
The controlled versions of these documents can be found on the NHS Digital website. Any 
copies held outside of that area, in whatever format (e.g. paper, email attachment), are 
considered to have passed out of control and should be checked for currency and validity. 
 
Date of publication: 23 November 2017.  

  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/7/section/250
http://content.digital.nhs.uk/isce/publication/dcb0089
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Document information 

Version  1.0 
Date of issue November 2017 

 

Document history 

Date Reason for change 

November 2017 First version 

 

Document review plan 

This document remains valid until further changes to the information standard notice 
are implemented. It will be updated should alongside potential future ISN updates. 
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1 Purpose 

This document outlines how to implement the changes made to the COVER standard. 

The COVER (Cover of Vaccination Evaluated Rapidly) surveillance system measures 

vaccine coverage for each vaccine of the routine childhood immunisation programme in 

England up to the age of five years old. In addition, Public Health England (PHE) in 

collaboration with the National Public Health Service for Wales, Public Health Agency, 

Northern Ireland and Health Protection Scotland, reports UK immunisation coverage 

data for children aged one, two and five years of age. 

 

Vaccine coverage data are extracted quarterly (official statistics) and annually (national 

statistics) from local Child Health Information Services (CHIS) and submitted to Public 

Health England (PHE). CHISs are commissioned by NHS England.  

The ability to reliably measure vaccine coverage plays an essential role in evaluating 

the success of a vaccination programme, identifying susceptible populations for further 

interventions and informing future vaccine policy decisions. This is dependent on having 

an accurate eligible population (denominator) and a robust method of ascertaining the 

number of those eligible individuals who have received a particular vaccine dose 

(numerator).  

 

Local coverage data is used for performance management, local risk assessment and 

response to community outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases. The COVER return 

monitors whether age dependent vaccinations have been given in a timely manner and 

promotes equal access to care services by providing coverage data for all local 

authorities.  

 

1.1 Overview 

Since the last version of the COVER standard was approved in 2014, a number of 

amendments to the dataset have been identified to reflect the changes in the routine 

childhood immunisation schedule and the responsible health structures in the UK. 

The proposed changes have been developed to minimise any extra burden on the child 

health teams and suppliers. Once granted, the information standards notice will be 

communicated to child health teams using the PHE website and distributed using 

existing contact lists.   
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1.2 Related documents 

Reference Title 

1 DCB0089 COVER – Change Specification 

2 DCB0089 COVER – Specification 

3 DCB0089 COVER – NHS Data Model and 

Dictionary Change Request 

4 DCB0089 COVER – Implementation Guidance  

5 DCB0089 COVER - User Guide  

6 CHIS Service Specification 

7 CHIS Output and Information Requirements 

 

  

http://www.content.digital.nhs.uk/isce/publication/dcb0089
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-0089/1487ddcr
http://www.isb.nhs.uk/documents/isb-0089/1487ddcr
http://www.content.digital.nhs.uk/isce/publication/dcb0089
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cover-of-vaccination-evaluated-rapidly-cover-programme-information-standards
https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/service-spec-28.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417076/Child_Health_Information_240315.pdf


Cover of Vaccination Evaluated Rapidly (COVER) – Change Paper 

 

8 

2  Human Behavioural Guidance 

The changes will be implemented using an updated COVER Standard that CHISs IT 

suppliers are required to comply with as per the CHIS Service Specification.  The 

updated CHISs data extracts will continue to be provided to PHE by child health record 

departments or equivalent providers who produce four quarterly and one annual report.   

The user guide published on the PHE website will be updated and distributed via 

existing contact lists for data providers. PHE will also distribute the updated guidance 

documents to the screening and immunisation co-ordinators of NHS England local 

teams. 

 

2.1 CHISs IT systems 

The changes are issued in the form of an updated Information Standards Notice (ISN).  

The CHISs IT systems are aware of this planned update and many have initial 

preparations already in place.  An implementation period of up to six months has been 

requested to accommodate the changes. PHE will provide guidance to facilitate the 

implementation of the changes and will offer support to IT systems as appropriate. With 

PHE’s support IT systems should provide an IT end user experience that allows its 

users to provide PHE with the updated data requirement, as per revised COVER ISN. IT 

systems should also ensure that their users are provided with adequate technical 

guidance and support. 

 

 

2.2 Child health record departments 

There will be little change to the operations undertaken by those who submit data to the 

COVER team. Following the publication of the ISN, CHIS IT systems should provide 

their users with a revised automated report to extract COVER data in line with the 

changes. 

Child health record departments submitting data should refer to the user guide for 

guidance on the updates to the COVER programme. PHE will provide guidance to 

facilitate the submission of quarterly and annual data. Child Health Record departments 

may choose to train their staff on extracting and submitting COVER data for the updated 

elements of the ISN. Child Health Record departments may use the user guide and 

other relevant ISN documentation for training. 
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3 Organisation Guidance 

3.1 Resources/Costs  

The hexavalent (DTaP/Hib/IPV/HepB) vaccine is being introduced in replacement to the 

existing pentavalent (DTaP/Hib/IPV)  vaccine. The number of vaccines for which 

coverage should be reported remains constant. 

 

3.2 Information Governance 

No changes are expected as a result of the ISN change. 

 

3.3 Data Quality 

No changes are expected as a result of the ISN change. 

 

3.4 Conformance 

No changes are expected as a result of the ISN change. 
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4 Technical Guidance  

4.1 User (CHRDs) 

Users should conform to the checklist below, in addition to items specified in the full 

implementation guidance, to ensure that they: 

 

 are aware of the guidelines and vaccine coverage field definitions for the updated 

collections added to the ISN - Refer to User Guide and COVER submission 

parameters sheet. 

 has assured himself that the software allows the extraction of the new data in 

compliance with the COVER ISN. This can include testing extractions if required. 

PHE can provide support as appropriate. 

 has contacted its IT systems if there are uncertainties about how the software needs 

to be configured to ensure compliance with the new ISN standard and agreed a 

solution 

 

4.2 IT systems 

Each IT system should conform to the checklist below, in addition to items specified in 

the full implementation guidance, to ensure that it: 

 

 has updated its software to enable its users to extract data in compliance with the 

COVER ISN 

 provides its users with adequate guidance, in the form of documentation and/or 

training, to enable them to extract the new data in compliance with the COVER ISN. 

 

 

5 Process Flows 

No changes are expected as a result of the ISN change. 

 

6 Technical Specification 

No changes are expected as a result of the ISN change. 

 


