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INTRODUCTION 

 

The purpose of this paper is to outline the peculiarities of the EU funding system in terms of process 

and applicable criteria.  

Any single proposed project normally involves a host of organisations which are situated not just in 

the EEA, but potentially around the world. The application process is lengthy and quite robust. 

Applicants are expected to take into account local, national and international regulation as well as 

restrictions and to reflect these in the text of the proposed projects (an application is normally 150-

200 pages long). When a proposed project is funded and the grant agreement is signed, all participants 

are expected (by the European Commission) to have considered and resolved any limitations and 

restrictions that would be detrimental to the successful implementation of the funded project (e.g. 

access to data).  

The appropriate Implementation of the funded project is regularly reviewed by the European 

Commission and, if not satisfied, such project can be terminated at any stage without supplying any 

further funds. Apart from the significant reputational damage, the consortium participants would end 

up losing hundreds or millions of euros in funding (the funding normally requested is in the millions). 

Therefore, any requirements and commitments undertaken by the consortium participants under the 

grant agreement would practically trump any contradictory provisions of a locally agreed contract, 

e.g. a DSA.   

IGARD have produced this paper for two main reasons: 

a. To assist members in their evaluation of DARS applications that involve requests for data to fulfil 

partially or wholly the tasks of an EU funded project; and  

b. To assist DARS in their discussions with the relevant applicants, but to highlight the fact that they 

need to undertake a different type of checking of applications pre-IGARD. 

 

1. Title of the EU-funded project 

Provide the full title of the EU-funded project both under the ‘request title’ in Table 1 and in the 

‘funding section’ of the application form. 

 

2. Duration of the EU-funded project 

Provide the formal start and completion date of the project. If the formal completion date of the 

project has passed, or if the project is nearing completion, how does the data access request align 

with the needs of the project at this stage? 
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EU-funded projects normally run for a three-year period at the end of which the project terminates. 

If the applicant were to claim otherwise, it would need to provide formal documentary evidence of 

any proposed extension to the formal duration of the project. 

 

3. Project participants, project partners, third parties and sub-contractors 

The applicant requests the data ‘on behalf’ of the organisations involved in the EU-funded project due 

to the interdependencies of the various Work Packages (work streams). 

An EU-funded project engages different types of organisations. Namely, the formal consortium 

participants, but also ‘partners’, ‘third parties’ and ‘sub-contractors’. Most or all of these organisations 

(which spread across the world) are formally involved in the work streams and in the data processing. 

Therefore, the roles of the different organisations need to be clearly described; it should be clear 

which organisations would receive data and for what purpose(s). 

The applicant should clarify under which category it falls. Also, whether its role in the project is 

consistent with the one described in the application and, hence, relevant to the scope of the request. 

 

4. Datasets requested and frequency 

The data requested should be evaluated in the context of the wider project, its objectives and 

purposes. Is the type, level and frequency of the data request consistent with the applicant’s 

commitments and deliverables under the EU-funded project? 

 

5. Datasets already held 

EU-funded projects, in the field of health, normally involve the creation of a tool, platform or portal 

which integrates and links data from various workflows of the current project, including data from 

earlier, related EU-funded projects. This may prove particularly tricky re data linkage and data 

retention period. Will the data requested be linked to earlier sources? If yes, how? If not, why not? 

 

6. Data retention period 

EU-funded projects have a formal completion date. Any further analysis is normally part of a new EU-

funded project which builds on existing results, but will have new/additional purposes, participants, 

exploitation of results, etc. How does the data retention period align with the needs of a project 

nearing completion? Is NHS Digital being asked to provide data for a future project with an almost 

identical title? 

Also, as per heading “DATASETS ALREADY HELD”. 

 

7. Location of processing, storage and territory of use 

Depending on the location of the participants, partners, sub-contractors, the objectives of the project, 

the nature of the processing activities, etc, these (heading) could be anywhere in the world. 
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8. Objective and purpose of processing 

The applicant tends to describe the proposed objectives and activities of the work stream(s) it is 

responsible for, as opposed to those of the project. The applicant should explain how this work fits 

within the wider project and the relevant interdependences. 

The applicant should provide evidence of how the stated purposes comply with the Care Act 2014. 

 

9. Processing activities 

As Work Packages are interdependent in order to achieve the core deliverables of the EU-funded 

project, the applicant may be required to share the data with the other partners, participants, etc. To 

fulfil its part of the EU-funded project conditions (including contractual), it is more likely than not that 

the applicant has very little say in data sharing and onward disclosure of data. The applicant has 

already made legally binding commitments, which will trump any restrictions put in place by the DSA. 

Therefore, the applicant will need to clarify how the proposed processing activities (in the DARS form) 

fit into the processing activities of the EU-project. 

The application would also need to specify the following: 

* Is similar work undertaken by others involved in the EU-funded project that would require 

collaborative data processing? 

* How specifically will the requested data be used? 

* What are the formal provisions and information governance arrangements, as well as principles, for 

the onward disclosure, access and sharing of the data, as outlined in the Work Packages of the project 

proposal and the Grant Agreement(contract)? 

 

10. Project exploitation/commercialisation 

The main purpose of most EU funding in the field of health is to foster health knowledge systems by 

collecting and analysing health data. As ‘innovation in health’ is the primary objective, it usually 

requires technical and scientific cooperation which will lead to the development of technology, 

eHealth services, applications, IT tools, etc. Where the EU- funded project deliverables are capable of 

commercial and/or industrial exploitation, there will be an expectation (by the funder, i.e. the 

European Commission on behalf of the EU taxpayers) to provide comprehensive plans for both. The 

reason being, EU policy views the ‘promotion of health and well-being’ as a method to drive economic 

growth and create jobs. This arguably expands on the notion of ‘promotion of health’ under the Care 

Act 2014 and renders commercialisation of the expected outputs as a rather probable outcome. 

Hence, the applicant will need to give details of the commercial aspects of the project and specify how 

the statement that ‘this work will not include any commercial aspects’ is compatible with the 

exploitation/commercialisation plans of the wider project. There is always a specific Work Package on 

Exploitation which provides a detailed overview of the potential commercial purposes/uses and will 

normally reference three types of markets: academic, health systems and commercial. 
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11. IPR over data 

All EU-funded projects create IPR. The funder (European Commission) places the legal obligation on 

participants to exploit the outputs or to have them exploited by another legal entity, in particular 

through transfer or licensing. All the information can be found in the project proposal and the Grant 

Agreement. 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------ 

N.B. All this information is readily available and in great detail in the EU-funding application form (the 

project proposal where the Work Packages, detailed exploitation and dissemination plans, risk 

assessment and mitigation, etc, are outlined) and in the Grant Agreement (the contract signed with 

the European Commission). All partners have copies and most certainly the consortium leader. The 

application is normally published, so not a confidential document. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


