
PSS EX1 JOINT CIPFA/DH PROTOCOL 
 
A. Questionnaire - changes to content and format 
 

Changes to the content and format of PSS EX1 will only be made when 
agreed by both the CIPFA SIS Working Party and the Technical Working 
Group on PSS Statistics. 
 

B. Data Transfer 
 

(i) The PSS EX1 data will be transferred to IPF in batches, the first in mid 
August (to match the PAF data sent to councils for checking), the second 
in mid September (to match the data to be published in Social Services 
Performance Assessment Framework Indicators) and then at monthly 
intervals until the data set is closed for publication. 

 
(ii) IPF to arrange the data supplied to them in mid September in the format in 

which they intend to publish and then send councils an extract of this 
showing their own data alongside that for other councils of the same type 
(Metropolitan districts, Shire Counties, Unitary Authorities, London 
Boroughs). CIPFA not to send the extracts to councils until DH have 
issued the Social Services Performance Assessment Framework Indicators 
publication. The extracts would be sent for quality assurance purposes 
under cover of the wording given in Annex C of the National Statistics 
Code of Practice Protocol on Release Practices* and  clearly marked 
“these data are strictly confidential and should not be released to any 
third party outside your local authority”. IPF would copy to DH what 
they send out, keep a record of those to whom they send it and provide this 
list to DH on request. 
 

(iii) IPF to assist with the data validation.  Queries to be raised either directly 
with individual authorities and/or through the DH.  
 

(iv) All responses to be sent to DH by a specified date if they are to be taken 
into account. 
 

C. Publication of Data 
 

(i) Final data set to be transferred to, and agreed with IPF, as soon as possible 
to enable an early publication. 
 

(ii) IPF will endeavour to publish the data on the CIPFASTATS website at the 
same time as the DH press release is made available. 

 
 
*Please accept our thanks for agreeing to review the attached statistics. As they are 
not yet officially released, access to them needs to be carefully managed. 
Any accidental or wrongful release should be reported immediately. Release includes 
indications of the content, including descriptions such as ‘favourable‘ or 
’unfavourable’ 
Please prevent inappropriate use by treating this information as restricted. 


